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Editoriat 


(rissa, the Homeland of the Tribals accounts for 22.13 percent Tribals of the 
total population of the state. IC has the unique distinction of having 82 different tribal 
communities and 13 Pomytive Tribal Groups. The uniqueness of this segment of 
apulation is that the differant tribal communities residing in the state are at 
different levels of economic development. While some of the tnibal communities are 
more accuiturated, some are less acculturated and still some others have retamed 
their traditional culture to a great extent. But the fact is, the traditional culture and 
way of living of these tribal communities are changing fast and eheir cultural identity 
is disiotegrating, Before the cultural identity of the tribals get entirely vanished, 
systematic documentation needs to be dane on an urgent basis. Keeping the above 
aspects in view, since (nat 50 years oF $0, SCs and STs Research and Training institute 
GCSTRT), which is the oldest Tribal Research institute of whe Country, has been 
Luninterruptedly publishing a nationally reputed Research Journal titled Adivasi 
incorporating the original writings of reputed anthropologists, experts and researchers 
engaged in the field of tribal society and culture, This is the 48° (No.1) volume 

‘This Volume contains a total aumber of 19 articles, all the articles are hased on 
rich experience and sincere efforts of the authors. A brief on each of the articles 
Contained in this volume are given below: 

Land use and Development in situ in Bonda Hills is based on the empirical 
study conducted among the Bonda tribe of Orissa. In this paper, the authors are 
strongly of the view that every Bonda househotd should have terrace paddy fields 
larder to raise their standard of living. 1f development programmes were undertaken to 
construct terraces wherever possible up to 30 degree slope in the whole Bonda cegion, 
there would be terraces for paddy cultivation in almost all villages of upper Bonda 
habitat. The present day landless and immigrant clan members may have more 
‘equitable distribution of land resaurces, which will surely enance their quality of life, 
feat merely thee dignity and social prestige. The peper has come up with a number of 
Suggestions co resolve the longstanding problem of land in line with the social and 
cultural institutions of Bonda, 

‘Tribal Poopte of Bangladesh: An Overview deals with the overall picture of 
the tribal people of Bangladesh and their socio-econornic status. The paper stresses 
that as a member of the United Nations, Bangladesh has an obligation to protect the 
Fights of the indigenous people, but unfortunately very little initiatives have been 
{aken for the welfare of the tribat people tn this Country. 

‘An Ethno botanical account of the Characters and Utilities of Timber 
Yielding Plants and Other Forest Products in Fotklores of Orissa is based on the 
felklorie survey conducted in rural and forested areas of Orissa between 2000 t0 2005 
ducing which folksongs concerning the ethno-botanical account of plants were 
collected trom interior (nibat and non-tribal localities. The paper bighlights the 
characters and utilities of timber yielding plants and other forest products, which are 
elucidated through these folksongs or folk sayings 

Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of Development Programme in a Micro 
Project presents 2 quantitative model for socio-economic impact assessment of 
development programmes not only considering the number of beneficiaries actually 
benefited from the pregrammes but also the impact that the pragrammes can make on 
the economic prosperity as well 25 the social well being of the community as 
perceived by various stakeholders of the programmes, In this paper, a case study of 


- a: | 


Bongria Kondh Development Agency (Chatikona}, has been taken to find out the 
impact of development programmes in seven villages which has been validated from 
the socio-economic status of the villages. 


‘Tribes of present day Koraput gives a brief account of the tribal communities 
that existed in the past and the status of the present day tnbes in undivided Koraput 
district. It very clearly states that the erstwhile hill tribes have been excluded fram 
the present day list of Scheduled Tribes issued by Gavernment of India. Therefore It 
stresses that the teft our hill tribes from the present day lst of ST should be includes 
to give them thar genuine claimn for ST status. 

‘The Kandha of Kandhamal during British Raj. This paper presents a very clear 
picture about the origin and nomenclature of Kandha tribe and its population, 
Oistribution, tribat organization, territorial rights etc. It also has described how the 
tribal community has undergone a sea change over a period of time due to the 
Onstaught of the forces of culture contact, planned progress and modernization. 


Funding for Tribal Development in Orissa: Sources, Flow of Funds and 
Deployment during Five Year Plans depicts the situation of the funding and 
Expenditure pattern for Tribal Development in the state of Orissa during thet" to the 
9 five year plan periods, On the basis of statistical data, the paper reveals that higher 
Dullay does not always necessarily mean higher outcome. allocation in itself does not 
guarantee in any way the attainment of tolty objectives proctaimed by the constitution, 

Kutia Kondh Development Agency (KKDA) Lanjigarh: A Development Profile 
Provides a database and describes the present status of the Micro Project based on all 
the beneficiary households of 17 project villages. The paper intends to give more 
stress on planned development intervention made since inception of the project with 
reference to the project area, resources, people and theic socioeconomic condition, 

Anthropology and the Study of Culture: A theoretical treatise. This paper 
gives a theoreticat account of Anthropology and the Study of Culture based on the 
Contributions made by authorities on this topic. 

The Original Homeland of the Santals and their Migration to Mayurbhan}: A 
Critical Analysis reveals that since the past Santals were inhabiting in the picturesque 
Southeastern Chotanagpur plateau -the most attractive parts of the indian penintul 
“The scenery of the plateau is very attractive with as undulations, abrupt hills and forest 
tracts. There were graves of ancient mango trees, many of them are of enormous size, 
Later they have «nigrated to the western district of West Bengal, Santal Pragana of Bihar 
and northern hilly tracts of Orissa and tea plantation areas of Assam at different times, 


Drinking - 4 Socio Cultural Practice among the Tribals of Orissa. The paper 
reveals that among the Tribals of Orissa, crinking is not merety a matter of subtte 
interpersonal influences: its regulated in the light of whole series of other controls 
ranging from habits, beliefs, customs, ideas, values, cost, ticense and laws around it 

extend my heartfelt thanks to all the paper contributors without whom this 
Volume of divas could not have seen the light of the day. | also gratefully 
acknowledge the contribution of our Associate Editor, Shri 5.C. Mohanty, Research 
Ofticer who has burnt his mid-night oil to bring out this issue, It is hoped that the 
papers contained in thes volume will be of great use for the acedemicians, researchers, 
planners, administrators and all those who are interested in the subject matter. 


31" December 2006, Prof.A.B, Ote 
Bhubaneswar. DIRECTOR 


LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT in situ IN BONDA HILLS 


1. K, Mahapotra * 
8. P. Mohanty ** 
' 
Development in situ Approach 

When the case of development of the hil tribes practising shifting cultivation 
was discussed immediately after mdependence, many authorities wanted to bring 
them down the hills for their resettlement without giving any deep thought or 
importance to their social customs and cultural moorings, As a result, the nobte idea 
behind the goal of making them settled cultivators for sustainable development often 
ame to an anticlimax, Many of them simply bolted back ro the hills, For many 
decades the shifting cultivators were being coaxed or coerced to come down to be 
rehabititated in the forest or distant valleys below the hiils. But in most of the cases, 
‘enough land was not available and the people, for a number of reasons, did oot like to 

move to another ecolagicat setting. 


In this context the author Mahapatra, while working in 1953-54 among the hall 
Bhuyan people, noticed that in some of the cldest rehabtitation colonics like Daleisara 
in Bonal sub-division of Sundergarh district of Orissa (established to provide colony 
facilities along with agricultural tand to shutting cultivators by bringing them» down 
from the hill habitat) were credited with timited success, Many of the villagers on the 
Init slopes or on the hilltops remained where they were. The only change was that 
some famiies of the old hill villages chose to come dowa and lived in the 
Fehabiltation colonies. Some of them reverted back to their old hill ages. But all of 
them in the 1950°s had retained thelr hill swiddens as a standby in case they decided 
to go back to the hills. (cf. Mahapatra, 1960). 

Soon enough the scarce land resources in the valleys down the hills were no 
longer avellable for offering sufficient land for settled cultivation. But, mearfute, 
the swiddeners, who stuck to their hill villages since early 1950's, were reduced to 
destitution with famished bodies, because of semi-starvation conditions, as a result of 
the rigarous application of forest Laws and forest reservation regulations le 
Title lend around theie revenue villagers in the hil slopes. Ths nappened with greater 
impact since after 1980, when the Government of india adopted the forest ACL and 
promulgated stringent measures towards forest conservation. Therefore, he has been 
Ftanmung not onty for the Bhutyan but also for other hilt toibes that if the Government 
Sf India had decided in the 1960's or even in the 1970's to rehabilitate the shifting 
Cultivators in situ (KIS), that iS, wn their old hill ranges, crisis would not have reached 
Such devastating proportions for the hill tribes of Bonai area in 1989, when he visited 
the area last (1997: vin). He had pleaded (or considering the actual productivity of 
Swidden cultivation, which sometimes was higher éo money value than the single crop 
ratsed in the hills. (cf. Mahapatra, 1990). 

Simitarty, Sachchidananda hat 'so gone into the colonization schemes for 
resetttement of tribal swiddeners and notes that in Tripura, the tribal households 
bifureated to take advantage of the colonization schemes for resettlement and at the 
ame time to maintaia the old way of life. The house in the colony was merety an 
additional shelter but not a substitute for their home en the hilt. He finally concludes 
hat the household wes geagraphicaly bifurcated but its economy was the same (1983: 
78-81). 


Fufther Sachchidananda ceports that failure of cehobilitatian schemes i 
because of a number of factors. He says in certain colomies i Orissa, the Wabaks are 
engaged as agricultural and hived laboures, although the purpase of te colontzain, 
Scheme was te convert them info permanent cultivators. This was not poss/bie because 
Of the “admiustratwe inability te make available irigational facility and other inpus 
to time. Agricultural programmes were nat organised to orient the tribal, farmer 
towards the agricultural practices with which ne was not acquainted”, 19 Bia, te 
reports that when the Government wanted to rehabilitate the Maler or Savalia Pahari, 
in the plains, there was a strang resistance and protest from the said Uribe, a5 a res 
ff which the Goverment had no other way than to ebandon the scheme. The reator, 
5 (@ why they did nat lke to come dowa the hills for resettlement for 2 better quality 
of lite (QOL} are mainly cultural ones, which are analyzed by Vidhyarthi (1987: 235-36) 
in the following manner: 

(a) They are already well-ettied in the forest economy and feared that they would 
rot have the alternative means of subsistence in the plains; 

(b)Swidden cuttivation ts the pivot of their economy and their life, Fituals an 
moral order revolve round it, They do nat disturb the orders they set; 

46) They believe that their spins and gaszaisyans are settled in and around the 
village on the hills which ought to Be worshipped in the tradition of the hi 
eoture; 

(4) The Maler have developed a patter of social tife including sexual behaviour 
which they think is possible only in their forest habitat: 

fe) Oue to theie historical animosity and towards the Santhat, the Maler refine 
fromm settling down in the valleys, dominated by the Santhi 

(0) The Waters nave experienced the ravages of famine down on the plains but 
they could easily escape their devastating effects owing to their forest 
setelement. Au a result they fear that if they go down they would have to face 
such femine situation in tueure too; and 

fe) The Malers look at any scheme of the Government with great suspicion, as they 
have received nominal or minimal benefit of the programme implemented far 
them, 

“This situation is alzo inno way different in Bonda hills, as their attitudes and 
life support woven around the forest ecology and economy are simarly conditioned, 
When the Bonda were asked about their view of being settled on plains for a better 
Tite, the following otrect and indirect revelations came out as the culturally important 
constraints: . 

{i) The Bonde people were having so many apprehensions in their mind, which 
dome of their elites expressed in a counter question: why so and what fs the 
reed for settling in plains? 

{ily They believe that the Remo (the Bonda themselves) are the first human beings 
ie took theie birth in remote past in their habitat, where they are their own 
iisters. as a resut, neither they want to leave their original place, nor like to 
Settle with the outsiders o° the oleins people. (Here, the question of 
Gominance by the plains people, socially, culturally and morally, was at the 
back of their mind) 


‘iif)They claim that they cannot move to the plains as there is no biri or hill 
swvidden fields for growing some particular traditional crops, which are not only 
Tequiced for their own consumption but also for a number of rituals for the 
$095 and spirits. Besides, these were atso the main ingredients for brewing 
Country tiquor and spirits, Such liquor and spirits most often are required for 
appeesing of different benevolent and malevolent dexties and spirits, which 
make their life comfortable and safe from diseases, epidemics and loss of 
production, 


ivi They, of course, cannot bring down their forests, streams, hills, graveyards, 
‘ttc, where their gods and eoddesses, spirits and ghosts (of benevolent and 
malevolent nature) live. They cannot abandon them on the plains for their 
Personal benefits. If they do s0, the benevolent ones may became angry and 
malevolent and the malevolent ones may be even more destiuctive to ruin 
their crops, human and animal tives, village settlement etc. on plains. 


(¥) The Bonda have some particular path ways, Wits, trees, streams, etc. through 
which they g0 ar crass, on their way to work: such secluded place is convenient 
for capturing a gil for marciage, catching a prey in the communal or individual 
hunting, oF for gathering tubers, yams and taro etc. They also catch fish 10 the 
hill streams by damming them. They then put @ graphical question to the 
investigator: how they would be able to bring these physical surrounding to the 
plains to resettle the Banda on rehabilitation cotonis down the hills, 


Hence, there {s multi-faceted resistance of many hill tribes to resettlement oF 
rehabilitation’ on the plains or away from their hill habitat. Two strong sets of 
Problems are unsettling for them, The first one is the strong emotional, spiritual and 
Moral attachment of the hill tribe to their habitat and way of life in the hills and 
forests, on which their tife support system ts based, and secondly, the administrative 
inadequacy and Insensitivity m providing sufficient and timely life-supporting inputs 
for acceptable modes of income generation and for settled cultivation or any other 
viable means of tivelihoed. 


‘On the other hand, one cannot leave the people to impoverishment, disease, 
malnutrition and destitution on the bills. So, «tis imperative to rehabilitate the hit 
tribes in siter (RIS) if the local resources are regenerated, supplement or optimally 
Used for improving Quaity of Life (QOL} after a thorough and scientific assessment of 
alternate ways of living without degrading the Quality of Environment (QOE). After al 
for rehabititation in situ of a hill tribe depending on cultivation primanty, availability 
of tand, quality of land and (and tenure system ere the three important variables, 
basing on which a model for development in situ {DIS} can be devised. 


Basing on this background and Bonda self-Image, a Project on development in situ 
for the hill Bondas was undertaken in 1990-91 titled “Model Feasibility Survey in Bonda 
Hills, Koraput District, Onisa, for extensive Terracing and Alternate Land Use Modules for 
Rehabilitation of Shifting Cultivators in situ.” itis found out that the Borda were used to 
‘making terraces on the hilt slopes through indigenous processes that required very arduous 
labour in the rocky hil terrain. Hence, through further and extensive terracing of their 
fable suitable land and through the introduction of alternate land use modules, it is 
possible to: maximum the output for 2 higher Quality of Life (QOL) in the hills. If such a 
Scheme of rehabilitation in situ (or the hill Bonda is found to be feasible, and successful, 


4 


based on (i) scentifi¢ assessment of the local land, water and other resowces, and iy 
‘entiation of aspirations perception and choices on alternate land use modules ang 
thelr preferred pricities and modalities of such development in situ, ths scheme coula be 
‘adopted 3s a model far other tribal swidden areas at least in Central and Eastern Indi 
where fond in the valleys or plans is extremely scares for ex-situ rehabilitation of the 
‘Swidden cultivators, (cf, Mahapatra, 1994), 


‘The Hill Bonds 


‘The hill Cond ate one of the most primitive and aggressive Wibal people of 
Orissa as well as Eastern indba. They eumbered only 4,677 in 1961 Census which grew 
to 5,329 in 1974 Census registering a decadat growth rate of 14,13 er cent UNRC Was 
vey low as compared to other Scheduled Tues of Orissa, By 1987 Census, their 
Population increased to $895 reqstering a much tower decadal growth rate of 10-43 


ber cent. According to a recent study conducted by Bonda Development Agency in 
1996, the Bonda constitute a tatal population of 313, 


These people are distributed in two Grampanchayats, namely, Mudulipad and 
Andhrahal, comprising 32 villages in Khairput Block of the district of Malkangir, All of 
these 32 villages are located on different hilltops or on hillslopes within the Eastern 
Ghat range at a height pf about 2000. - 4000ft. above the sea tevel. The whole ara 
{5 traditionally claimed by the mill Bonds as their own land or country, and covers 
approximately 130 sq. kms. These 32 villages are collectively known as Gorda Hills, 
Bonde ghoti in the focal region 


‘The Bonda or Bonde Poroja call themselves Remo meaning ‘man’ and 5 
‘difficolt Auitro-Asiatic language” (Elwin, 1990-1) known as Remo Som, meaning 
human language, 


“They are self-sufficient and olfopatric in nature. Normally they do not like to 
ome down the hills and keep contact with the plains people. They are even very 
hesitant to come down the hills to avai of medica facilities at Khairput, a distance of 
‘14 kilometers downhill through dense forests. (Mohanty: 1993:54) 


The Bonde extensively practise swidden cultivation in hill slopes and paddy 
cultivation in teeraces in the beds of the streams or in the valleys, They also largely 
depend on the forest for their subststence, 


Coming to their education ane finds their titeracy only 2.1. per cent in 1961, 
‘which was feduced to 1.4 per cent in 197%. It, however, increased to 3.3 per cent it 
1981 (Patnatk and Choudhury, 1984) which has marginally increased to 4.2 during 199), 


Some of the most important features of the Bonda are: 

(i) Rude and ruthless manner of expression; 

(i) Spirit of mdependence and sense of freedom; 

{iil) Aggressive and violent propensities; 

tiv) Excessive concumption of Sago-palm wine and 
im father country liquors 21 

(v} Unconventional dress pattern of the womenfotk; 


(4) Dormitory organization; 

(vii) Dectining growth rate: 

{vitip Extremely low level of literacy: 

Ux), Primitive agricultural techoology; 

ia) Extceme sensitivity to personal slight, even among famity members and 
Kinsmen; 

(sib Unique marriage institution i.e, marrying of younger bays to adult girs. 


‘To undertake the present development in situ project, four (12.5) of the totat 32 
villages in two micro-wotershed areas were selected for socioeconomic studies and 
Conducting group internews of villagers in these villages to know about their aspiration 
Preference, choice of accupstions and alternate land use patterns that may provide @ 
Higher quality of tfe for them. Apert from this, scientific study by different natural 
ScHEntiEES like Hydrologists and Geologists, Seil Chemists, Botanists, and Agronomists was 
Conducted in the whole of the two mcro-watershed areas extending fiosn Andrahal, 
Dumuripada, areas in the north to Kitsanipada and Baruspada in south, and to Bandapada 
and Tulagurum in the west, Soils were tested at different places for finding out the 
Suitability of different economic crops, groundwater availability and facility, construction 
Of wells in weirs, crop rotation, soil conservation method, etc, The import of these 
Scientific findings was not put before the village group to discuss the possiblity of 
alternate choices on alternate land use measures, 


Land Rights 


and fs the basic and foremost basis of livelihood in the Gonda hills, whether 
the Bonda are swiddeners, terrace cultivators or both, But as flatter land is very 
scarce in the hills, where present, these should be shared, used and managed for 
Zaisiag highty profitable crops. alvemnatwety, more flat tand has to be created by 
converting the gentler slopes mto terraces. The Banda is extremely jealous and 
excessively ottached to his land and trees. He cannot stand infringement of his rights 
‘over land and trees. He has, therefore, come to value the record of rights or patta 
Biven by the government to the villagers. lr the traditional mode of access ta lang 
Such written records of rights were not known or considered necessary. The clans and 
Uineages ‘owned’, controlled, managed and distributed the land resources. Nowadays 
the Bonda are apt to complain if distributed the Landis not granted record af rights for 
their land, At any rate, without the understanding of land use patterns and the system 
of land tenure, no planned development can take place, Hence let un frat discuss 
about the status of land racards im the Bonds hills as fcllows: 


{a) That tand survey and settlement operations have not been done for all the 32 
villages 
{b) That in_many cases the settlement operations were found incomplete or 
defective in 1994, a5; 
(i) In some villages Gochar oc grazing land, cremation or burial ground, road 
etc, have not been provided in the settlement records; 
tit) in none of the village land under collective or joint ownership and (and 
Linder shifting cultivation was surveyed and recorded; 
(ii) Not all the houses ofall the 32 villages have been given potta even for their 
homesteads; 


iv) small number of paddy terraces, which can be counted just standing at 

(v0 Popeye ls mak vecded property and the OWES Rave St Bey 
granted potta for that; 

() The Gonda have consteucted terraces even beyond 10%or 30° slope, bet 
thete have not been recorded by the Government and the owners have not 
been given patta,far that. 


fa this context, Mahapatra had sought the Governments approval of granting 
‘owner's patea.a Records of Right (ROR) to ail Ue tribal people beyond 10° stope upto 
30° slope, upto which gradient either they have constructed terraces for paddy 
‘cultivation or they can construct terraces or cultivate otherwise. Such riyotwari rights 
have been granted in favour of tibal peasants in Kashipur tahsil of Rayageda distect 
The Goverament could develop agro-forestey oF induce the tribal peasants to raite 
plantation of permanent tree crop Beyond 30° slope and the tocal tribals should have 
Usufructuary rights aver the product. 


Fortunately in early 1990s ia Kashipur area of the present Rayagada district the 
tribals under the IFAD Project were provided with racord of right upte 309 slope and 
uusufructuary rights beynnd 30° slope, but for the Hill Bonds it could not be 
implemented, as their land settlement operations were supposed to be compteted by 
1991, Mahapatra, while directing the Development in situ Project at Nabakrushna 
Choudhury Centre for Development Studies, Orissa, he wrote to the then Chiet 
‘Minister about the need to grant record of right upto 309 stope to the hill Bonda. The 
Chiel Minister, however, conceded the rights of the Bonda peasants to land cuttivated 
beyond 109 slope in 1991, The Chawman, COATS, Shri P.M, Moshapatra, who was the 
Principal Secretary to the Chiet Minister, was instrumental in Bringing about the 
consensus between the Revenue, Forest and Tobat Welfere Departments; but the 
Chiet Minister's arder is yet to de worked out for the benefit of the hiti Bonds people. 


{c) The land under swidden cultivation and the hill slopes are owned clan-wise and 
dre parceled out among the Imeages, wich have, however, never been surveyed and 
demarcated clan-andslineage wise. Apart {rom this, as mentioned earlier the lands 
tised for grazing and burial ground and such other common property resources are 
Snned comvnunalty by different clans or villages, but these have not been recorded 3s 
Such, As elsewhere, whatever has not been recorded 98 privately owned has been 
rortly shown as goveromenttand, under the principle of res nuts or eminent domain, 


4s a cesult of this, it would be difficult to plan out any action programme 
relating to land for the common purpose of village or clan people. If the clan tands are 
Settled in their names and patto fs issued to the heads of owner clans and economic 
Crops are grown under development in situ approach, there may be competition among, 
different clan groups for adopting these crops and to take advantage of the scheme, 


Fortunately, the Panchayat (extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 19%, 
extending the provision of Part IX of the constitution, provides inter alia that the 
Gram Sabha “shall be competent to safeguard and preserve the tradition and customs 
‘of the people, their cultural identity, community resources and the customary mode of 
Gispute resolution” and the Bonda must be enabled ta derive the benefits 


(0) Hills or swiddens mough owned and occupied by clans, are cultivated by 
individuat households as demarcated by the clan elders. When a clan has plenty of 
land at its disposal, its members are free to cultivate any amount of land depending 
pon their needs and available work force. Thus, a household may cultivate a piece of 
his clan land for a number of years continuously, but cannot claim ownership rights 
Over the cultivated patch ar right of use when shifted elsewhere. 


(@)___ Even though the hills are owned clan-wise the right of contral and management 
Of paddy terraces is enjoyed by individual households, and this right & also inheritable 
by the descendents. However, there are some common lands meant forthe communal 
Durpase which are owned exclusively by the clan. 


(fy The land survey_and settlement rules do not provide for recording af these 
Fights. Tree ownership rights are so jealously enforced by mndividual owners that the 
Mucders committed because of infringement oF these rights are very often the highest 
in number in most villages in Bonda his. Hence the rules should be modified keeping 
‘ree ownership in ceibal areas in mind. 


(2) The traditional community leaders, Naik (clan headman of the dominant 
founder clan) who heads the village, Stsa of village priest (clan head af the Sisa clan) 


Swidden and wet terrace land for the official position, change hand when the 
incumbent is succeeded by another, Even, a blacksmith (a Telegu wn origin), who was 
sponsored by the villagers of Badapada, several decades ago, had been allotted “bir” 
Swidden and wet terrace land as inducement to settle in the village to serve a number 
of villages in their agriculturat economy. Every household contributes some portion of 
their harvested crops to the blacksmith, These traditional rights have to be recorded 
Inv order to maintain the polity and moral economy. 


(h) At the seminar, the Hill Bonda Sarapanchs and other young people who 
participated, were very much interested in securing individual patta rights overatl 
types of land without giving much importance to the clan o linage rights. But Further 
study and consultation with & larger body of senior Gonda people must determine to 
what extent such collective rights in land and other common property resources may 
be restricted or adopted otherwise to meet the changing ecology and government 
Fegulation, without contravening the Panchayat (Gram Sabha) empowerment as given 
under {c}. 


v 
Land Use 


‘The whole of upper Bonda areas have been surveyed in 1975 and 1989 through 
satellite imagery or aerial photo mechanisms. Looking at the table below, it may be 
found that in 1989, out of the total 35910.25 hectares of land only 85 ha. bullt up, 
te. under village settlement (ca, 0.24% of the total area). The agricultural tands under 
Jhola cultivation, terrace cultivation and shifting cultivation come t0 3.45, 1.48 and 
16,73 per cent of the total land, respectively. The same table also reveels that 1853.25 
ha. (5.168) $s dense forest and'5174.25 ha. (14.413) fs open forest. Plantation is very 
low, covering only 3.50 ha, oF 0.01 per cent. But waste land including barren cocky area 
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(0) Hills or swiddens though owned and occupied by clans, are cultivated by 
individual Nouseholds as demarcated by the clan eldars. When a clan has plenty of 
lane at its disposal, its members ace free to cultivate any amount of land depending 
upon their needs ard available work force. Thus, a household may cultivate 2 piece of 
his clan land for a umber of years continuously, but cannot claim ownership rights 
over the cultivated patch or right of use when shifted elsewhere, 


(e)_ Even though the hills ace owned clan-wise the nght of control and management 
Of paddy terraces is enjoyed by indivual households, and this right is also heritable 
by the descendents. However, there are some common lands meant Tor the Communal 
Purpose which are owned exclusively by the clan, 


(1) The (and survey_and settlement rutes do not provide far recording of these 
Fights, Tree ownership rights are so jealously enforced by indwidual owners that the 
‘murders committed because of infringement of these rights are very often the highest 
in number in most villages tn Bonda hills. Hence the rules should be modified keeping 
{ree owmership in tribal areas in mind. 


(gi The traditional community teaders, Maik (clan headman of the dominant, 
Founder clan) who heads the village, Sisa or village priest (clan ead of the Siso clan) 
and Chalan or hereditary assistant to zhe village head are eatitted to some special land 
beyond what they own of use as members of their clan, This special land consisting of 
swidden and wet terrace land for the official position, change hand when the 
incumbent is succeeded by another. Even, a blacksmith (a Telegu in origin), who was, 
‘sponsored by the villagers of Badapada, several decades ago, had been allotted 'Diri" 
‘swwidden and wet terrace land as inducement to settle in the village (o serve a number 
‘of villages in their agricultural economy. Every household contributes some portion of 
{heir harvested crops to the blacksmith, These traditional rights have to be recorded 
{in order to maintain the polity and morel econonvy 


{h) At the seminar, the Hill Bonda Sarapanchs and other young people who 
participated, were yery much interested in secunng individual patto rights overall 
types of land without giving much importance to the clan or linage rights. But further 
stlidy and consultation with a larger body of senior Bonda people must determine to 
what extent such collective rights in land and other comrnon property resources may 
be restricted of adopted otherwise to meet the changing ecology and government 
regulation, without contravening the Panchayat (Gram Sabha) empowerment at given 
under (c). 


v 
Land Use 


The whole of upper Bonda areas have been surveyed in 1975 and 1989 through 
satellite imagery or aerial photo mechanisms. Looking at the table below, it may be 
found that in 1989, out of the total 35910.25 hectares of land only 35 ha. is built up, 
1.2, under village settlement (ca. 0.24% of the total area), The agricultural lands under 
Jhata cultivation, terrace cultivation and shifting cultivation come to 3.45, 1.48 and 
16.73 per cent of the (otal land, respectively. The same table also reveals that 1253.25, 
ina. (5.168) is dense forest and 5174.25 ha. (14,418) Is open forest. Plantation is very 
low, covering only 3.50 ha. or 0.01 per cent. But waste land including barren rocky area 


‘and hills with shrub/grass cover together constitute about $8.47 per cent of the total 
arca, Hence, cultivable land with sufficient sail caver is very scarce in Bonda land, 


\When a comparison is made between 1975 and 1989 findings, out of the total 
35910.25 ha. of land of the whole Gonda area, in 1989 village settlement has increased 
by 5 ha. or 6.25 per cent. wet terraces by 23 ha.i1.89%). dry terrace by 58.25 
a-(12.26%), plantation by 3.5 ha.(100.00%), groves by 20 ha. (533.3%) and barren tand 
by 2790.75 ha.597,58%). On the other hand, dense and open forests have decreased by 
¥6,75ha.(0.90%) and 63.25 ho. {1.21% respectively. Hills with shrub/grass cover have 
also decreased by 4851 ha, (21.48%), 


Thus, the above satelite data suggest that during the lapse of 14 years two 
‘important land use classes have increased rapidly. 4.e. shifting cultivation and barren 
Focky area, which is mainly due to the interference of human bengs who cut more and 
more forest for doing swidden cultivation, erosional factors and other such activities, 
At the same time forest fand, te, dense forest, open forest and waste land {hills with 
shrub arass cover) have decreased, However, jholo and dry terraces have increased in 
the area marginally during thi gencod, that onty 23 ho. of Irigated terraces. and 
DB.25ha, of dey terraces, in total 81.25 ha. oF 5.8 ha. per year in the average, have 
been constructed spontaneously out of their own resources, but it does not indicate 
their fast progress, unaided by the Government in agricultural development, But this ts 
indeed, a seal of their commitment and dotermination to reduce the dificult terrain 
Into teeraces for pormanent cultwation. In view of extreme scarcity of suitable Ilatter 
land, only members of the founder or dominant clans get an opportunity to have 
errece constructed by investing a tot of manpower. even over generations. On the 
father hand, the sigavticant increase in shifting cultivation area shows that the Bonda 
People do not find any other suitable means of tivelinood to absorb the natural 
increase of population acd the lower yield of cultivation due to bringing more of 
‘marginal land under shifting custivation under privation threat. 
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Source : Mahapata & Mohanty, 1997 


The Bonda have traditionally five types of land, which are cultivated for 
different crops. These ar 

a} Swidden or Biri tor shifting cultivation, 

(0) Hill slope or Sine Liung, 

{c) Oty terrace or Rang Sang tung, 

{0} Wet terrace of Dak Liung. and 

fe) Kitchen Garden ar Dingrobur. 


Swidden or Bist is that tand where slash and burn cultivation is carried out with 
hoe: the hill stope or Sine Liung ws the land where the same cultivation is done with 
plough. This tand is ploughable as it lies on the gentter hillslope. 


The dry hill terraces oF Rang Song Liung are developed in hill depressions for 
Paddy cultivation, usually above the source of hill streams, It is cultivated with 
Ploughing and transplanting of paddy seedlings, The wet terraces or Dak Liung are 
‘those paddy fields constructed in the stream bed which are watered by perennial hill 
streams throughout the ye: 


The kitchen gardens or Dingiaburs are usually found near the households and 
are fenced with bamboo and other tocal fencing materials to keep away pigs and cattle. 


Swidden Cultivation 


Generally a steep hitl slope is cleared for swidden cultivation upto the gradient. 
the cultivator can negotiate, Hence a cultivator often clears a swidden patch from the 
Iiddle of @ hill to its top depending upon the availability of unused forest growth, 


For swidden cultivation generally a patch is cultivated for three years and then 
abandoned for about 3-15 years depending upon the quality and availability of land. In 
the first year of cultivation mitlet (same) is mainly produced with minor crops of pulse 
varieties, like widar, gibegong musri etc 


In the secand year af cultivation Suon or Rigcar; a poor millet crop ts produced 
with all the pulses or beans grown in the first year of cultivation. In the third year of 
cultivation Suan is again grown as the main crop and the minor cops of this year 
‘includes other pulses like Khankadaki, biackgram, besides gibegons, 


Hill-siope cultivation 


As in swidden cultivation, gentler hill slopes are also cultivated for three years 
and then abandoned for 3 to 15 years lor regaining fertility of som. In the first year at 
cultivation sesame or alsf oilseed ts mainly produced, followed by miltet or same in the 
second year and Suan or Rigder in the third year of cuttivation as the main crops. In 
the second and third year of cultivation Khankodasi, gibegang and black gram are 
Produced as the minor crops. But in the first year of cultivation no minor crap is 
roduced apart from the maincrop of oilseed as, 


Terrace Cultivation 
In both the dry and wee terraces, the Bonda produce indigenous varieties of 
paddy which take more than & months to mature. They do nat produce any otter crap 
im the terraces, as according to them, crops other than paddy would debase the 
sanctity of the land. ft woutd alsa affect the productivity of the prized paddy crop, 


Cultivation in Kitchen Garden 


‘The Bonda traditionally grow maize v0 large quantity in their kitchen garden, 
which helps them to starve off hunger in the tean season. Other traditional crops 
grown here inclode tobacco, arum, pumpkin and ather vegetables. However, due to 
Fepeated persuasion of the Bonda Micro Project, some Bonda households of viltages 
fear the headquarters of the project, were also growing potato, tomato, brinjat 
ladiesfinger, cabbage, cauliflower, radish, turmeric, ginger etc. in the late 1980's, Gut 
they do nok sustain it for long when there is slackness of efforts by the Micro Project. 


v 
Productivity and the Problems of Life 


We have noted above how the shifting cultivation has increased in extent in the 
hills a5 known fromm the barron and cocky areas estending considerably over tive last one 
and hall decades to an alarming stage. Out area under terrace cultivation has increased 
very marginally. Even though the Bonda cultivate more and more land ander swidden as 
‘well as settied cultivation a the hits, the income they derive from cultivation atcnig with 
jother sources is found to be very meager and insufficient for leading a comfortable life, 


(1) The study conducted by the authors in 1997 reveals that the per 
ousehald per income comes to Rs. 1701.02 (Non-saleable consumed non:timber forest 
Produce has not been taken into consideration for computing the income). Hence, 
‘most of the households are below the poverty line and belong to destitute category. 


(2) As a result of this, toans are taken for meeting costs of social obligations 
and life cycle eituals (29.03%), subsistence (27.42%), treatment of diseases (20.97%), 
fair and festivals (6.45%), agricultural improvement (6.45%) village level fines tor 
antisacial activities (4.54%) and for expenses associated with crime and prison 
sentences (4.54%), incurred by members of the household. 


(3) Loans are contracted at 50 per cent compound interest in cash loans and 
100 per cent compound interest in loan in kind. Hence, as the interests compounded 
at the very high rate, it Becomes hughly impossible for the Bonda to repay the Loan in 
time, AS 9 result, usually the defaulting Sonda become: bonded labour under the 
Creditor. It v5 found that on an average 6.55 per cent of the household heads per village 
have become bonded labourers for not being able to repay the loan. The fact that 
honded labourers serve only the Bonda creditor-masters does not relieve their misery. 


(4) On on average 25-31 per cent of households are under debt and the average 
amount of loan comes to Rs. 388.06 per household, which is almost one fourth of the 
average per annum income per household. 


(5) As the onda are found to be very poor, they spend about 70 per cent (1.¢, 
169.95) of the total income on food alone and more than 8 per cent (86.4%) of their 
total income on both food and drink and narcotics and hence can hardly meet theit 
expenditures like clothing, health, education etc, 


The problems of life of the Mill Boca largely are from the constraints of theit 
habitat, but also substantiatly fram their culture and social imperatives but stressed by 
the lack af education and awareness of acceptable and available alternatives. 


7 
Inventory of their Resources 


The important screntific findings on fand, geology, geomorphology, soil etc. of 
the upper Bonda regions basing on which action plan could be formulated are as Fallows 


(1) The upper Bond region is 2 part of the Easter ghots. Therefore, the rock types 
mainly belong to the Khondalite group consisting of Khondalite, qusrteite and 
basement gramtes. The extensive weathering of the Utivc units (ater gave «ise f0 the 
Jandforms such as buried pediplains, valley fils exc. Due to weathering and teaching in 
hondatice regions, taterite cappings are formed on the plateau regions with some 
laces of manganese arc, 


(2) The geomorphological features of the upper Bonda regions comprise five 
eomorphologicat units. These are as follows: 

{a} Residual hit, 

(©) Denudational hilt, 


{c) Plate, 
(4) Buried pedplains 
fe) Valley fils 


(3) The soils of upper Bonda area are mostly sedimentary in mature. The deoinage 
texture is coarse and the soils are permeable enough to allow a good infiltration. They 
fe porennial to senti-perennial ws nacuce and here the sous are mostly red in colour 
‘due to enricivnent with iron. The soMs of the denudational and residual hills are 
skeletal in nature and have little valve for agricultural crops, 


The soils of the valloy fills are deep to very deep, poorly drained to dl-drained 
in the reclaimed gully land and low land terraced paddy frelds, These are 
hhydromorphic soils, developed mainty under wetland paddy fietds. 


‘The soils of the foothill region are moderately deep to deep which are mostly 
tunbanded and at places are suitable for agricultural crops. 


In flat-topped hills, like Andrahat hil, the soils are shallow to moderately deep, 
coarse, loamy in texture and red to brown in colour, These soils are acidic in nature. 
(4) The surface/groundwater was surveyed and identified for utilization in Gonda Hills 
for icrigation in the 4 villages studied, 


Permanent ground and surface water is not very abundant in Bonds hills 
because of its undulating geographical and geological structure. The mostly perennial 
water streams which are present In the valley regions are found at both the sides of 
paddy field tercace beds and finally meet broad water streams that run through 
Tulaguram and Andeahal valley aceas. Though most of the streams lowing ia this area 
are perennial, during summer the flow of water is reduced to minimal, Hence, itis not 
possible to use this water for agriculture purpose in summer. 


From a ground level check on spot, itis observed that drip and sprinkler 
trrigation fs possible from the avasable perennial water streams, If small dug. well ke 
Structures are constructed ot both sides ofthe terrace beds and the water Irom such 
perennial streams iz stored in it, thea i 1 feasible. Otherwise, water harvesting 
Structures could also be constructed at some sites mainly at Andrahal, Tulagurum, 


Badapada and Mudutypara. It is suggested that 
be made at Andrahal. Tuaguum. Muduipada 
structures could provide irngation facility to 15-20, 10-15. 
and. respectively. Apart from water harvesting structures at Tulagurum, 2 wet’ can 
also be constructed whch would imngate approximately £10 areas of land i the loca. 1y 


Bonda Perceptions and Development Priorities 


~The Bonds Loves to make money and wants to have as much money 25 possible 
bby the means he understands, manipulates and contross. If such Rabi crop yields good 
money, dry terrace farming in Bath Kharif and Rabi seasons, and even construction of 
dry terraces on large scale upto 30° slope, wil be within their reach, Fortunately, the 
Bonda people are already highly motivated to construct terraces on the hill slopes. But 
they are afraid that the terraces constructed with arduous labour and expenditure of 
time and loss of earring may not be recorded a8 their property with petca rights. This 
fear is well founded, 8s curing the last Survey and Settlement Operations, their 
Cultivated land (not swiddens) only below 10° slope had been recorded as their prwvate 
property, The new dry terrace may De constructed even upto 20°:lope and the 
‘Ownership Mghts for such lands should be easily conferred on them as in Kashipur 
‘Tahasil of Rayagada district. Then only swidden lands upto 30° slope may be reduced 
{0 terrace in Bonda Hills", (Mahapatra & Mohanty, 1997). 


Many of the former jail-birds, who are the opinion leaders and wilting 
fnnovators, have shown their interest’ to take the jobs like tailoring, weaving of 
Carpets, clothes and mats etc. This would be a succestful programme for them as well 
43 for the young Bonda boys and girls also. They are confident that they can taht to 
{hese occupations as they have been already imparted training on these sectors during 
their imprisonment, (cf. tid). 

“many people suggested that government should facititate with further training 
and some inputs for preparing different liquors and spirits for marketing. They are 
‘Experts in thes and make money by selling slap palm wine in the weekly markets. But 
Shless the production is controlled and channelized only to the market outside Bonda 
ill this may lead to higher homicidal offence by makong drinking of liquor even more 
widespread”. (ibid) 

many of the former jail-bieds suggested that they should breed animals ike 
ccatthe, goat, Pig, and poultry for commercial purpose among themselves as also in 
outside markets. 


Most of the people suggest that bamboo cultivation can be done in unused of 
uncultivated hill slopes on clan basis. This produce may be commercially viable and 
the profit should go to the respective clan fund. 


Bamboo cultivation on the higher slopes should be considered as perennial crop 
{or the purpose of clan rights. On slopes above 30°, clan rights must be respected, not, 
merely individual cultivators rights of use. Marketing of minor forest produce collected 
by women and children can be marketed through the Micio-Project. (cf. ibid} 


Most of the peopie feet that as education does not provide any immediate 
‘economic benefit, there is no need for educating their children. This conclusion of the 
Bonga is culture-and-ecology based, The government may howover seize this situation 
by organizing awareness programmes on the benefits of education and the diverse 
‘opportunities for educated youth. This may succeed in arresting the negative attitude 
‘of the Bonda a modern education, 


Some pointed out that they do not tike to educste their children as educated 
persons drift away from their own people and culture. Pride in their culture and 
heritage and the basic virtues of their traditional society should be imparted in the 
‘school system in order to curb the process of alienation of the educated Bonda. Some 
Programme like advanced agriculture and cooperative institution and accounting may 
be intraduced te make education more ecology and tibal-triendly 


Many of the Bonda pointed cut that they feel that'sending a child to school 
means lass of an economic asset, Hence. they suggested that a provision should be 

{to compensate the toss by paying at least Rs. 5.00 per day per child, which the 
usual wages 1s earned by 2 child. This would not at all be discouraging in the initial 
Phase. By doing this Government would spend only Rs. 1500/- per annum per Bonda 
Child (for 300 days of school attendancey. It is known that in the 1950's and 1960's 
there was the practice of giving such incentives to tribal families in Koraput district, 
This may be revived, and will surely lead (0 retention of Bonda children upto High 
Sehoot completion. (cf, tbrd,) 


"It will be wrong to think that the Sonda are not convinced of the efficacy of 
modern medicine or of the medicine system prevalent in the plains. The Ayurvedic 
doctor at Mudulipara at the Government dispensary and the homoeopathic doctor of 
the tocat N.G,0, (ASRA), are visited by the Bonda for their aliments. Anti-malaria pills 
‘and other medicine for the care of the pregnant mother and the infant through the 
I,€.D.S, outlets are also accepted by the Bonda. This, however, does not mean that 
the Bonda continues to use the medicine for the entire course. Without check-up and 
follow-up action at the individual level, the use of modern medicine is highly 
problematic". ibid.) 


Even if the traditional leaders and traditionat medicine may not be able to cure 
them, they still have oundless faith in thetr old system. This is very strange In the 
tnbal world, where the tnbat victims usually ely on the doctor's surgery and operations 
fovzuch cases, Ae in the case of countnes like Indonesia and Bangladesh and else where, 
the traditional midwives have been rcoriented in scieatifie procedure and health care 
The traditional healers for serious cases of injures and body damages could be given 
scientific orientation to treat them supplementing with traditional medicine. 


Facilities for treatment with an additional Primary Healthy Centre in Bonda 


Hills with hospital beds with three speciafists: one for surgery, one far medicine and 
anather for gynecology and obstetrics will not only improve the healthcare and bring 
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Concluding Observations and Recommendations 


In view of the existence of the poorest of the poor among the Bonda with land 
lost or mortgaged to other onda, or cultivating only swiddens (having no terraced 
plots), or having been reduced to bonded labour status, there is need for development 
‘at the Bonda with social and economic lustice. f the new terraces (0 be constructed, 
the poorest of the poor have (o be accommodated by snvatving the counsel and wisdom 
Of the clans representing the village population, as government subsidies, wnputs and 
technical advice will be an important contribution in Uhe construction process. 


Jt is essentiat that every Bonda household should have terrace paddy fetds in 
‘order to raise thelr standard of living. programme of development were undertaken 
to construct terraces wherever possible upto 30° slope in the whole Bonda region, 
there would be terraces for paddy culdvation in atmost all villages of upper Bonda 
habitat. The present day landless aed immigrant clan members may have more 
equitable distribution of land resources, which wil surely enhance their quality of lie, 
‘not merely their dignity and social prestige. (bid, 1997), 


“Unless and until the land question és taken up and resolved in line with the 
social and cultural institutions of the Bonda and the current practice af development 
efforts by the Boada themselves, there may fot be any stable chance and viable 
‘options for sustainable participatory development of the Bonda people cesiding on 
theie hills, This will effectively curb the efforts of disturbing forces from across the 
borders, which seek to breed fear, distrust and alienation among the Bonda as against 
the government and regional society of Orisa”. (ibid, 1997). 


Specific Recommendations 
(1) Batta right should be granted to the Bonda cultivators upte 30° slope 
instead of upto 10° slope. The Survey and Settlement operation in the Bonda hills be 
farried but aitesh to canter patta rights on the Bonda cultivators for lands under 
swidden cultivation, terace cultivation of any type, e¢ any other cultivation upto 20° 
slope and for recording the eights over permanent trees. By doing this as also providing 
inputs like implements and subsistence allowance for constructing terraces unde! 
technical supervision of soil ceagervation experts, there wall be no need to persuade 
them to stop swidden cultivation upto 30° slope, as the Bonds are 
interested to constrict terraces for paddy cultivation. ae 


cupat Fic clans may be 2M gent oe 
respective Clas " . 


“4 


(2) Fruit bearing trees and other useful forest tsees like jackfruit, mango, 
Yemarind, bambeo. kendu, mahua, simiti, asan etc. on which the Bonda are very much 
dependent, can be grown under social or agro-forestey above 30° slope in demarcated 
<lan territories with responsibility for maintenance, use and development by the clans 


There can be an example of such clan-managed use development of permanent 
tree or forest cover above 30° stoge. As the whole Bonda area is suitable for bamboo 
ultwvation, this cultivation should be dene in the unused or uncultivated hills or above 
30° slope of the cultivated hills. It is interesting to note that at Chitrakonda, one 
fotices that lakhs of bamboos are processed and sent to Rayagads paper mill but 
unfortunately, the local tribal do not get any benefit as the Government leases out the 
bamboo forest to the contractors. The profit on sale of bamboo must be handed over 
{othe Bonda owners, 


(3) "although it may not be true in all cases of swidden cutture that swidden 
Cultivation fs still a way of fife, at is aot to be gainsoid that the tibal swiddener 
Strongly believes in supernatural powers and beings and thew control over prosperity, 
health and misfortunes. Moreover, the supernatural powers and beings have bee 
interwaven with the swidden operations, swidden crops and swiddener community a8 4 
whole. The priests and shamans in the communities sll wield influence, authority and 
{he power fo sway the minds af the swiddeners, Usually they belong to dominant 
clans, lineages and welt:o-do families and hold power along with the village 

yeadman, clan or lineage head. Their understanding, co-operation and participation i 
the processes of development in situ, as outlined above, must be sought, cuitwated 
and sustained for at least 2 generation. Moreover, the rituals of the community, clan 
and lineage reinfarce and sustain the solidarity of the groups and community 96. & 
‘whole, Therefore, there should not be a rupture with the symbotic-ritual nexus of the 
Swiddener community”. (Mahapatra, 1994), 


We may, therefore, “anticipate the threat to their cultural and moral 
Uniqueness and’ continuity, iF sivdden cultwation and its associated rituals and 
sentiments are wiped out at one stroke. Hence, we have to reassure them at the 
proper stage of agro-technologicat development that their symbolic and ritual unity 
and integrity may be preserved by allowing eech clan to cultivate one small patch ef 
Swidden every year for collective rituals and identity renewal.” (mahapotra. & 
Mohanty, 1997). 


{4) They claim that even though double cropping 1s cecommended for the 
Benda cultivators, it 15 a cultural taboo for them. They assert that they worship the 
addy teed in the annual choit festival before tis grown ceremonially in their felds 
Since this festival cannot be observed twice in a year, they cannot go for double 
cropping. However, this cultural constraint should first be eradicated. through 
awareness generation programme followed by demonstration of double cropping in 
some specific patches of some Banda elite cultivators before double cropping 
{troduced for all. The seed-bed for raising the seedlings for the second crop, for 
example may be specially ritually sanctified by invoking the Bonda deities and sprics 


(51 The Banda technology cequires collective labour with a number of plough 
cattle and plaughmen at the time of preparation of fields before transplantation of 


as 


‘seedings. The Bonda plough is a pointed one, and 1s not suitable for turning up the soil 
extensively. For this reason a large number of plough budlocks anc men churn the mud 
flat as is customary in Bonda hills. Hence, if such collective labour ts not available for 


any reason, a broader ploughshare and changed technology have to be adopted to 
‘eet the emerging situation. 


(6) Traditionally the Sanda rotate their traditional crops in the same patch of 
awidden and hill slope to raise productivity of the soll. Hence the Bonda cultivators 


‘Gan easily understand and adopt crap rotations for the non-traditional crops as witl be 
suitable for the sail types. 


{7} When the Bonda had adopted 2 difficult process of irrigation by Tenda 
system during 1980°s, whieh was by their admission labourious and difficult work, they 
may easily adopt the recommended mechanical irrigation options. Havwever, interest 
should first be created thaugh demonstration programme and awareness building. 


{8) As out of their own interest some Bonda have planted banana, temon etc. in 
‘their Kitchen gardens, the cultivation of these crops could be easily developed not 


only in their kitchen gardens but also in hill slopes upto 30° slope as permanent 
horticulture 


(9) Majority of the old onda cultivators opine that it would be difficult on 
their part to take up any modern job. Hence it is suggested that Government should 
take positive initiatives to train them on how to get maximum benefit out of their own 
Lraditional cropping practices. Most of the Bonda are at the opinion that once the 
marketing of vegetables |s taken up by the Government, more and more of them 
would came forward to grow any modern crop or vegetable for the market. 


(10) A5 the Bonda generalty love to breed cattle, pigs, 
largely 35 2 form of wealth, also for selling them locally for sacrifices, the worldly 
wise Jail birds and others wanted facitities for breeding them for commercial 


Purposes. For this purpose, a veterinary stockman centre and livestock pr 
be organized in the Bonda hills. waa! 


15 and tocal poultry, 
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TRIBAL PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH: 
AN OVERVIEW OF THEIR PROBLEMS 
Md. Faisal Atmey, 
Abstract 


Bangladesh is» country witha rich cultural heritage and land of variety. I's not ony 
the Bengaistmamstream people) who hove comebuted to the culture, Dut also he 
tribal communities ofthe country who are distinctly diferent from the mainstream 
Gengalt Munim population in thei culture, ‘eligion, tradition. customs, ethnic eign 
From time immemorial more than 43 tral communities live in diferent pans 
Bangladesn wha are the ociginal inhabitant of the soil. They identify themselves as 
‘ndigenous people” in global landscape and refer the form ‘adwvasi”#n Bongla fo, 
2003), The term ‘tribal’ is widely used by the government of Bangladesh as well af in 
{he Article 284) of the comstnvtion to refer ladigenous people a “backward section 
‘of citizen’. Tribal communities in Bangladesh are subject (0 systematic 
discrimination in every possible term including education, employment, devetopment 
activities and social relations, Despite Being the origin inhabitant and having active 
articinaion a great tiberation war of Bangladesh, after 36 years of independence 
various occasions they are considered as second-elats citizens. One top of Sikh 
hardship the people have been affected by forced sottlement, displacement and 
Aemedconflets making thew lies more miverable and insecure, Land grabbing 4 
grave problem (aced by the tribat people ati over the country, Almost att the 
concentrations where that people inhabit are the most neglected brent with a large 
Proportion of people living 8 wretched iMe. Overwhelming majority of the peaple of 
tribal communities is living Betow ue poverty tine. They have to struggte every day 
to arrange at teast one meat a day. They have also become the victims of 
modernization, and the benetts of economic growth have not percolated through fo 
them, They remain os the poorest of Use poor in tecrs of both mcomer” and 
opportunities in both socta'and economic spectrum, On the bast of secondary 
sources and authors pervnal observation, thi article explains the Portal picture 
Seprivation of teal communities in Bengladesh, 


Introduction 


Bangladesh is a country with a rich cultural heritage and land of variety. 14s 
not onty the Bengalis (mainstream people} who have coneributed to this culture, but 
also the (ribal communities of the country. Tribal people of Bangladeth are descendants 
tf the original inhabitants of their land and areas and strikingly diverse in their culture, 
religion and patterns of social and economic organization from the mainstream Bengal) 
Muslim population (Orong, 2001), They have enriched the cuftural heritage of 
Bangladesh by their exatic traditions, literatures, languages, arts, and crafts (Roy, 
2001}. The tribal people lead a simple Wife and are generally self-reliant, produce thet 
‘own food and drink and wear distinct clothes. They lead exotic cuttural life, which is 
cemarkably distinct for its simplicity of beliefs and diversity (Sattar, 1971), 


Defining Tribal People 

‘The tribal group is an ethnic entity. One very predominant characteristic of a 
tribat group i its ethaicity, The term ethnicity refers to common ties of race oF 
Rationality or culturally living together in a territory (Goshi, 1990), Ethnic groups, tke 


Nations, are a collective stated af mind or collective consciousness of fellow feeling 
(Jawid, 1988). The most salient feature of an etinic community is its cultural 
distinction, Despite there is a universal agreement to distinguish ethnicity on the basis 
of blotogical and cuttural characteristics, biological cohesiveness based on racial traits 
|. no mere the prime determinant to distinguish the tribal (Doshi, 1990). This is da to 
the fact that much inbreeding has taken place among diverse tnbal group: and 
between the tribal and non-tribat (ibid, 1990), Therefore, some non-biotogical 
attributes that ts relevant for analyzing the tribat ethnic structure of Bangladesh 
Includes cultural distinctiveness, language, religion, collective self-consciovsnoss, sel 
Identity, common customs, traditions and etinno-political traits ¢Hormby, 2000). The 
tribals bear their identity as a social class on the basis of attributes or characteristics 
mentioned before hand. In the wake of massive social change and potential threat 
from marnstream culture, the tribals witness change within their own social structure, 
Each tribal group is endogamous and therefore mainly remains in wolation in remote 
hills and forests and meets day-to-day needs from within its endogenous social 
esources (Doshi, 1990). They produce for their own consumption and provide 
specialized services from within their own specialist. 


Teibal people of Bangladesh identity themselves as indigenous peeple’ in global 
landscape and refer to the tec ‘achvasi” in Bangla (Rey, 2003). The term ‘tribal’ is 
widely used by the government of Bangladesh as well as in the Article 26 44) of the 
constitution ta refer indigenous people as “backward section of citizen’, However, the 
indigenous people deem it as backlash to their identity. They prefer to consider 
themselves “as disadvantaged and marginalized, but not as Dachward which has 
Gerogatory attributions. Moreover, the ‘ethnic groups in Bangladesh find the word 
“aribal” a6 objectionable as it contains label of humiliation, degradation and insult to 
their of self identity and rich culture. The logic is that they are the part of global ethnic 
minorities who are known as ‘indigenous people” not as ‘tribal’. Moreover, one problem 
‘of the term 1s that it cannot represent people belonging to ethnicities with small 
umber (Kamal, 2003; Patam, 2003). 


‘Tribal People: Number and Concentration 


Fram time immemorial more than 45 tribal communties live in different parts 
of Bangladesh who are the original inhabitants of the soil, In course of tinve, influx of 
migrants (evaded from different regions of the subcontinent compelled them to iva in 
few concentrations. Presantly, tribal people are congregated mainly in the districts of 
Rangpur, Dinajpur, Rajshabl. Mymenshingh, Sylhet and the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
comprising of Khagrachari, Rangamatt and Gandrban districts. The promment tribal 
groups living in the Chittagong Mill tracts are the Chakmas, Marmas, Murangs, Chaks, 
Gowns, Pankoos, Khiyangs, Khumis, Tripuras. and Lishais who are collectively known 
as ‘Jumma’ because of their involvement in ‘Jhum’ or shifting cultivation, Others such 
as Hajongs, Khaxis, Garos, Santals, Orsons, Rajbanshis, Manipurs, etc. wnhabit in the 
districts of Rangour, Dinajpur, Rajshahi, Mymenshingh and Sylhet region (Chakma, 
1999), Few tribal groups live in the plain forests of Dhaka, Tangail and Jamalpur 
Tribal groups like Munda, Mahato, Marma, Murang, Khiyang, Pundra-Khatrio, 
Tanchangya, Rakhaing etc. inhabit in the coastal zone of Gagladesh (kamal, 2001), 


Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics ranked the concentration of tribal people in 


different districts and presented a chart where Rangamati district is found to have the 
highest (18.52 percent of the total tribal population) concentration followed by 


re 


: jor tribal concentrates 
Khagrachari as the second highest (13.89 percent). Other major trl 
aloes are Bondarban (3.15 percent), Naogaon (6.15 percent), CWrajpUr (5.12 Dercent 
Rayshahi (3.66 percent}, Habigan) (3.25 percent). My pe palering 
Maulavibazar (2.59 percent} and Netrokona (2.43 percent) {BBS, 2002), ACCOONS te 
the 2001 census, out of 123.1 million people of the country 1-21 mien 8 > tribal 
which constitute 1.13 percent of the total poputation and 1.20 percent of tort 
ousehote (BBS, 2002). 


People Forum, an oceanization working for the rights 
Uist Bf 45 ethic groups (commanly called ‘adrvasis" 
12 groups are concentrated in Chittagong Hill Tracts region 
in plain lands scattered throughout the country (Mankhin, 2003). Forum aiso disagrees 
‘with the total number of the tribal people of the country, which has been provided Dy 
the Bureau of Statistics. The Bureau counted the number a5 1.2 million where as 
forum counterciaims that it will be 2.5 miltion (ankhim, 2003). Actual statistics on 
‘groups and number of teibel people has been 2 matter of controversy as government. 
ongovernment organizations and tribal rights groups ave sharply divided in ths 
account, For instance, Society for Environment and Human Development. a non 
government organization, supported the number provided by the government which 
‘was sharply opposed by Caritas Bangladesh and Research and Development Collective 
(RDC) who asserted about 63 and 70 ethnic minority groups respectively in their 
publications (Mturmu, 2002; Kamalt and others, 2003). Apart {rom this, a European 
‘Anthropologist, €, Malowy, in his book Tribes of Bangladesh and Synthesis of 
Bangladesh Culture mentioned that Bangladesh has 36 ethic minority groups (Timm. 
1992). This controversy and disqute reveal that it is dificult to identify the actual 
number of tribal residents of Bangladesh due to different circumstances. However, 
‘ane conclusion can be reached that government's statistics do not necessarily reflect 
the reatity of the ground, For example, in the national population census some 
Conflicting statistics have been added as ft accounted the number of Lusai poputation 
as 1098 in 1961 which was significantly ceduced in 1991 to 662. Some other disputabte 
statistics ave also presented below (Tirnm, 1992), 


inet —Toraber of Tribal Peogie 
“According to Census ‘According to Head 
1981 Counting Repart-1979 
Dinsjpwr___ 11,90 55,613 
Rangpur 6.307 t 20.613 
(Rajphai Tose t 1,20,005, 


Inconsistency in actual number and groups remains a hot debate in political 
spectrum 100. tt is difficult to pinpoint the exact reason for such anomaly. A group of 
fexparts working for equal rights of tribal people suggest that the Government had 
Geliberatety underrated the actual number of tribal population $0 that they can overtook 
demands for their rights. It ts possible to ignore rights of 2 group when their number § 
insignificant and less visible than a large group. Similarly, government has intention 1 
ceelude thom from 2id, assistance and development programme describing as insignica. 


(Timrn, 1992). Other surfacing reasons accuse the BBS for its irresponsibility Which are the 
outcomes of elther human error or faire of the system. in one account it may be 
because of inaccessiblty oF negligence of the officials wha have collected information 
fram the feld or at the time of counting thas defined different subgroups within a group 
(r has defined a sub group asa group (Time, 1992) Officials either deliberately or dve to 
Their ignorance made this mistake and did not take any initiative for correction, In 
another account, government machinery might have an athtude or 2 set precedute to 
Lnderestimote thew number which might have forced many smal tribal communities not 
Xo enlist themselves as the member af tribal community fesring discrimination. 
Considering Government and Hon Government statistics regarding the number of tribal 
Peoples, wis imperative fo present a table showing the number of tnibal people on basis 
‘of region and coenmunity (arm, 2002) 


Enumeration of Tribal People in Bangladesh 
Waaic OE Dilek wise cnceriration ~~ Nainbar provTded FY ] 
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dicaments of Tribal People 


‘Tribal communities in Bangtadesh are subject to systematic discrimination in 
every possible field including education, employment, development activities and 
Social relations. In various occasions as well 2¢ purposes they are considered second 
clase cittzens. On the top of such hardship, the people have been aflected by forced 
settlement, displacement and armed conflicts making their lives more miserable and 
ingecure (Chowdhury, 2004). Land grabbing is a grave problem faced by the tal 
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‘of the poor in terms of incomes and opportunities in both social and economic spectrum, 
‘This is Largely because policy initiatives have not addressed their specific needs. 
Environmentat degradation has made their tives yet more difficult, Gender dimension 
Of the problem 1s more appalting, Tribal women are particularly handicapped as their 
‘men enjoy better status where as they are subjected to domestic drudgery. Women 
even tke care of marketing, bread earning as well as attending to children and ather 
domestic responsibilities, Focusing on the health and education particularly of svomen 
‘becomes extremely critical therefore (Reddy and Prakash, 2002), 


Historicalty tribal peoples Rave struggled to make their concerns heard by the 
Sovernment as thelr circumstances and needs have always largely remained either 
‘nnoticed oF ignored by the government, Their situation is worsening day to day. They 
are excluded from fundamental human rights and their laws, values, customs and 
Waditions have eroded by the influence of mainstream culture. The economic 
exploitation and land alienation, the incorporation and subordination of the tribal 
Community In to the market economy has ted to the desteuction of the community as a 
‘whole (Munda, 2002), The problems of discrimination and human rights abuses on thé 
basis of ethnic arigin against the indigenous and tribal peoples have been exacerbated 
by Inck of specific tegal mechaniam against such discrimination. asian Indigenous and, 

ibal Peoples Network (AITPR), claimed that the Government of Bangladesh being 
‘over conscious of the situation of majority Muslims’ has not effectively addressed the 
problem of indigenous and tribat people and has not taken any specific measure to 
Combat discrimination against members of indigenous peoples (Chakma, 1999), 


As noted earliae, tribal people fram different ethno-tinguistic groups have been 
Living in different parts of Bangladesh for several centuries. AS published in 1991 
Gensus, the total tribal poputation of Bangladesh is 1205978 out of whom 501144 
Persons were located within the Chittagong Hill Tract (CHT) region alone, The other 
‘groups ave living in the various lowland regions. There are some significant differences 
between the CHT and lowland tribat people. Locations of their congregations have 
produced some unique problems. Firstly, the tribal peoples of the lowlands ave 
dispersed in small pockets of settloments that are currounded by the arcas inhabited 
by mainstream people. Secondly the self-government system of the lowlander tnbal 
peoples is not formally recognized by the law. Thirdly, the lowtander tribat peoples 
have no direct representation at national level. Fourthly, instances of land 
dispossession suffered by the lowlander are perhaps even more widespread than the 
case of the CHT region (Roy, 2002). 


Bangladesh is one among the most densely populated countries in the world 
where pressure for land is immense, Migration of Bengali settlers into tnibal areas have 
been creating various critical situations which include and grabbing, cultural 
aggression, loss of traditional ivetihaod, Bengali customization etc. (Hossain, 2002) 
Land grabbing has became one of the common problems faced by tribal people all over 
the country. Land is taken by force by local influential or powerful people by means of 
fraud oF bribery and itis difficult for the tribal people to reestablish their rights for 
their literacy and ignorance and government officials’ discriminatory attitude 
towards them. The tribal leaders complained that in the name of development 
projects such as eco-park, deforestation, water power station, planed Bengali 
Settlement and. soon, Government of Bangladesh is expropriating their land. 
Traditionally tribal people are mainly dependent on agricultural farming, but at 
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been reported i 
cesar major 1 ace landless (Kamal et at, 2003). It has i 
ESprcont tit pple fom rns ares ar odes Teer, 1972), TNE Ne 
become daly tatourrs sn thew own land. A stu by Research and Devel 
Collective 4RDC} reported that almest 92 percent tribal people of a 


daily labourers (Kamal et al, 2003). 


tives, history ard 
Culturally, tribals consider land as the centre point of their tives 
spiralty ana ing nent ‘esorces tke water, rer, forest and Tort rests, 
aturat resources, wild annals all are holy gifts (Chaka, 2003). Because of ther 
Innate relaonsips wath and and other natural cesources, tribal people regard lng 
cave as a sacted duty. New Being lanaless and driven out of ancestral and, they are 
Losing ownership and the management system whichis not recognized under county’, 
{egal system, Given this, other tegal loopholes as well af government's anti-trbal 
polices and action of many vested interests (group of criminals, political activists, 
Dureaverats, frouds, local influential people and gangs) has made the situation worse, 
Government self has ogen tdentified as ‘land-rebber' by the tribal mahts groups 
{Chahna, 2003). Since innocence and simplicity are associated with tribal life; people 
of these pious hardly hove resources or means to Confront with the criminals who are 
Fegularly violating their and and other human rights. Even if they try to resist, they 
‘me subjected to death threat, their assets are robbed away, even in some cases theit 
Young girls eid women are raped or harassed physicaly. Very often they are deprived 
Of justice due to the alleged neaus between taw enorcing agencies, local power elite 
and government atficials, Use of illegat land deeds in coalition with coreupt tand 
Offlchats, forced marriage of Bengalis with eibal gis who hold the ttle of the land 
(Garas and Hhasis have the matilieal system where title of land are traditionally 
Dequeathed with girls) in order to grad possession of land resorting to falie 
registration unde the Vested Property Act (Timm, 2003), Due to lack of education and 
stwareness among the tribal peopte, Bengali buyers sometimes {lilly record Lee ot 
four lie more than the quantity of land they ave paid for (Kemal et a, 2003). These 
Drocesses are accelerating alenation of tribat to mainstream people reducing a large 
Segment of tribat people to become landless cefugees in thelr own habitat “A study 
revealed that 42 tribal villages have disappeared trom Muktagacha, "Nadhupur, 
Fulbaria and thakula “than” under Mymersingh district between, 1950 te 1985 
(Mankhim, 2003), To validate this claim frmly, the following chart will demonstrate 
rapidly changing (aod ownership over ily years da & smal taal area af Mymershungh 
dbstrict (Manin, 203). 


Land ownership situation by different communtieis at Haluaghat thana, 
Bhubankura Mouza under Mymenshingh district from 1940 to 1990. 


Wame of | Number of | ~* Amount of Coverriment | Total tand 
the | Land owner | tand owned by “khas laa 
community the whole and aftice 
H community 
Year THO] Tae | 1990, T9aG] SHE | THAT] 1990 
Garo. e864 
Harong RUAD 5 
Debottor 1.66 24.79 | se8.a7 | g 
‘iid =| 06.68) 8 
austin 17 |) aay Ee 


Tand ni Deen sicwn in AGE TT Acre = 100 dea 
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‘Though the tribal people are still the mayority in Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), 
their land and resources are contunuously shrinking as 2 result of coerced occupation 
by Bengali settlers over decades. This process is taking place either by direct or tacit 
approval from the Government. Replaced CHT Frontier Police Regulation in 1948 was 
the first formal initiave which provided shed to Bengali settlements at Nanierchar, 
Nongdu, Naikhaingchari areas under gavernment’s safeguard (Chakma, 2003). Between 
4979 and the early 80s around 200,000 to 400,000 landless. Bengali farmers from 
several districts outside the CHT migrated to the CHT and it was government 
sponsored secret program which was executed without any involvement of tribal 
leaders (Burger, 1984). Another destructive initiative of government wat the 
onstruction of the *kaptai Dam’ in 1960 to generate electricity. The Gam had severe 
implications 01 life of the tribal people since more than one lakh people were 
displaced because their arabte land along with residence inundated due to rising water 
level. It has been estimated that the richest two-fifths of the paddy land of tribals 
‘amounting to 45 thousand acres have been lost {lshq, 1975; Kabir, 2001), The Dam has 
made them (tnbal) refugees in their own ares and has given them the status of 
‘statetess refugees’ in Arunachal Pradesh of India (Bhaumik, et al, 1997) ln retrospect, 
given the magnitude of the damage, the eventual ingurrection was ingvitable which 

. It interesting to note that dam produced electricity which is 
" inhabitants are 
benefited. IF such process continues at the present rate in near future 
people will be minority in their ancestral homeland (Roy, 2002). The following table 
justifies the claim (Dewan, 2003), 


Population of CHT (1872-1991) 
Wame of the Yer. 


Community [“87F_[ 190% — pr WaT 1597 
Janina at957 | cpa | aE TR) | SATESTAT—LSOTTAT STAT] 


‘Teibat (985) 
‘Benga toe? [RTS | TSO — [VOGT | HOTT 


Sources : Hunter ; 77-78, Hutchison, 1909:14-1 


Bassingnot, 1985; 665. 1983 and 1993, 


fe ts regretted that despite intecnational conventions that prohibits egal 
settlement, forced migration ar land transfer in tcibal areas, the process continues, 
Internationally, article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention and United Nations Declaration 
‘on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (E/CN.4/SUB.2/1994/2) prohibits such moves (Coulter, 
1997). The CHT's 1900 Regulation prohibits settlersent of plains people in the CHT areas 
which is also duly supported by the articles 28 and 32 of the Constitution of Bangladesh 
{Chakina, 1999) Based on these documents and being informed of their rights, tribal leaders 
cia thac govereeent’s Bengal settlement programme in CHT i illegal (Chakms, 1999), 


Government's Forest Act is one powerful instrument widely used to force tribal 
‘groups to move out of their land. Under this Act, the Government enjoys enormous 
power and has the capacity to declare any tract of land as Reserved Forest without the 
Consent of the affected people. The only Mexility is that the law permits the land 
‘Owner to put in their claim in writing to the Forest Department once an atea is 
declared as Reserved Forest (Chakma, 1999), In reality, this Mexibility does not bring 
any change to the affected people as the process i lengthy and complex bound by 
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Dureauicratic process, Using the untiaited power of the taw, the forest denartmen 
‘ceupled ort nnn 148,000 eres of tand in Rafal area under Rangamatt dis 
Detwrew 1992 andl 1996 which nade aboot 2000 Kiyang families landless, In this case, 
the Landowners had not been given the opportunity to file complaints nor were gen 
any compensation ¢IKit Watch Human Rights Forum, 1996). tn a similar fashion, earer 
'1 1980 ores deparinvent appropriated about 1500 acres of land my Nababgan} thana 
under Dinajpur dialect. Santats were the owner of 90 percent of this Land. They were 
NOt compersiated for thetr 038. Now they are nat even permitted to enter Into the 
forest (or cottecting leaves or dided branches of tees. Often the emplayees Of the 
Forest departinent farass them by {ng false cases charging them of tet (Kamal, et 
al, 2003). 1s extremly painful lo any acceant as they ave prohibited to trespass ther 
‘own (ond, ele movement ace restricted, and above all they have become landless 
dozite thelr ancestral land rights. (Kamal et, af, 2003). 


Development initiative such as afforestation offort of the government has 
severely affected the tribal group's ability to survive because of the fact that 
‘lenth'ying the Leibal groups as Megat occupants and uprooting them in large number 
ave Integral part of the progearwme. in 1994 the government has started an AD8 
Supported massive forestation programme in the tands of Garos iq Madhupur areas 
without thele consent and dectaring the tands unsuitable for sustained agriculture 
(MSP, 1994), The government claimed that these lands were included in the gazette 
as forestland under Une forest Act of 1927 (Chakma, 1999). Under the project the 
forest department wall build a aine feet wall in the national park expecting to stop 
poaching and illegal logging. The wall will span an area of more than 3,000 acres of 
Land that Witt separate Garo vilages from their farmland and hunting ground in the 
forests (Lawson, 2003}, Tribal pogples considered It 88 a very direct throat on their 
Iivellhood for the fact that they have been hunting and growing small plantation on 
tis land for centuries. They are afraid that the wall will disturb their daily tives and 
distinct cutuce enormously (Lawson, 2003).The fear led to resentment which 
Lltimatety 1uened into a violent protest which claimed few Uves of Garo. ADB backed 
fff and withdrew {ts support (rom the project. However, government was reluctant to 
Fovice its position and Is continuing with the program. IC Is worth menthaning that this 
{ nlot a now project. Actually It started in 1978 by evicting about 800 Garo farcities in 
bordlor to eroate the national pork. Though 200 acres of land offered as compensation, 
however, the affected families could not realize any part, The promised lands wei 
already reghstered and occupied by poor Bongall settlers. 


In another similar action, the Government of Bangladesh initiated a plan to 
‘establish an Eco-Park in 2000 witbout any consultation with 1000 Khasi and Garo fanuties 
Fesiding in the area for centuries, The proposed Eco-Park in Moutovi bazer district 
required more than 1500 acres of tribal people's ancestral land, According to the 
government plan, the tribal people will not Be evicted but they will be the part of 
Feo:Park (Orong, 2002). Hearing the-then Prime Minister's promulgathon, the tribal 
leadioes vehemently protested on the ground that tribal people con never be 2 part of 
fn Eco-Park a an abjact for tourism. This movement drew support form civil soctety 
Sind otter human rights groups who showed solidarity with the rights of the land owner. 


since agricultural farming ls the main occupation of the tribal people, losing 
Land poses a severe threat to thei l'velibood, Due to lach of knowledge and skils they 
‘cannot change thele livelihood easily and frequently. Moreover, they hardly hive 


6 


capacity to adjust and compete io 2 severely strained mainstream labor market. 5 
they are poor, innacent and simple, they cannot do business within the mainstream 
soclety, Furthermore, remate hilly or rural underdeveloped areas where they inhabit 
are not suitable for other livelihood than agnculture. Through few of them left their 
traditional livelihood and engaged in smalt secvice and business, they are often huitiated 
and discriminated by the mainstream people. Those whe migrated to cities Uve wt 3 
“foreign” ang hasuile urban culture and face many problems as strangers. Their distinct 
culture, traditions and way of tife are being demolished under the impact of modern 
Lifestyle. The poorly educated tribal people of the northwest, who have already lost 
most of their land, ae the example of this reality. After being driven out of their land, 
they have no alternative but to be 2 daily labourer. Most appaltingly they are victims 
Of Serious social discrimination, They are treated like beggars and often banned from 
tea stalls or other public places where Bengals congregate (Timm, 2003). in conclusion, 
lang alienation and economic exploitation that force to submit the tribal society in to 
‘the market economy, has led to the destruction the community 2s 3 whole. 


‘The Socio-economic and culturat requirements of tribal people have been 
keeping pace with the eadearments af their environment till recentiy. Modernization 
and urbanization have made thei traditional Wife critical. Their tife supporting 
environments and land have become developed duc to the demands of civilization in 
feims of extraction of forest wealth, laying road and rail tract, mining, iltegal 
‘settlements, construction of tourism industies ete. (Reddy et al, 2092). The extent of 
this is beyond replenishing capacity, which has brought uncertalnly, misery and 
Poverty into she tribal peopte’s psyche. This historical developments together with 
{ime to time enactment of forest and land revenue laws which triggered the denial of 
the access to their traditional resources, led to the cultural and identity crisis of tribal 
people (Reddy, etal, 2002). 


Conclusion 


AS a member state of the United Nations, Bangladesh has an obligation to 
protect the rights of its indigenous people. Unfortunately, very Utle initiatives have 
been taken for the welfare of the tribal people. Till now they are stiugeline for 
Constitutional rights as a distinct group of peopte of the country. Though government 
has given partial autonomy in CHTs, the tribal people from different lowland areas 
have availed mo such proveson, which could protect them form various forms of 
discrimination and they could enjoy their own systems, norms, language, cultures and 
‘ther distinct life practices smoothly. It is the duty of the government to preserve 
theie cultures, protect their lands and combat discriminations which they tace 
everywhere every time. The human family is 2 tapestry of enormous beauty and 
diversity. The indigenous people of the world are a rich and integral part of that 
tapestry. They have much to be proud of and much to teach the other members of the 
human family, The protection and promotion of their rights and culture is of 
Tundamentat importance to all states and all people (Anan, 2003}. They are the mast 
vulnerable groups in the world. Now this is the obligatory responsibility for the 
vilization to promote and uplift them. 


‘Assistant Professor of Sociat Work, Shoh Jato! University of Science and 
Technology, Sylhet, Bangladesh. 
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AN ETHNOBOTANICAL ACCOUNT OF THE CHARACTERS 
AND UTILITIES OF TIMBER YIELDING PLANTS AND OTHER 
FOREST PRODUCTS IN FOLKLORES OF ORISSA 


R.8. Mohanty * 
81,0054 
N.C, Dash 


Abstract 


[A Folhloric survey was conducted In curl and forested areas of Orissa from 2000 10 
2005. Folkaangs concerning the athne-botamical account of plants were collected fram 
{nterioe tribal ard non. trioat localities, The paper highligns the characters and utilities 
Of Umber yielding plants enc other forest products which are elucidated through these 
fotksangs or folk sayings. A total of 23 plant species, their speciic characters ang UtINty 
fre coumerated through these fieerary creations, These folksongs or 
Jorn of 2 couplet or a quatrain, focus on the indigencun Nora and the phytogengraphy 
tirtne state 1 ofzo hints on the creative mind of the people of this cegion, The present 
Felevance of these Folbsongs is aatysed, 


Introduction 

From the onset of civilization, man has depended on the ambient, natural 
fesources to meet his day to day necessities. The forest has provided hirn with wef 
plant materats for is fond, shelter, clothing, medicine and hundreds of othe 


Fequitements and doing so till dat 
Teogierse geographical and climatic conditions provide a congenial atmosphere f 


aecomeert and fruits in folksongs, folktates and folk proverbs referring ta import 
SRarseteristics and qualities of the plants (Jain & Mudgal, 1999), 

Far the sctentific studies carried on during fast two decades indicating some Ht 
(ousand (7000) different uses of plants (Jain, 1992) in India, 


risa is alvo bestowed with cich forest resources (37.3% of totat land wt 
aturaiy mumerous,plantlores survives among the people of this state, which 
satura rem is (lice and ok iterate. Study Of euch okares can oct 
‘oheficial man - plant retationship unknown to modern science. As there 1510 previ 
Dene a ac te presen endeoaur fo survey. cae sn 09 
por oad folk iteratures of Onssa concerning the multiple utility of plats 
fons gravatable inthis repon. The prevent reevance and utility ofthis Wao 
pevetege is also to be critically analysed. 
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Land and People 


The state of Orisa is located in the east coast of India (7"'48N -22" 94°N & 
81°" 24° E - 87° 29 E) with the Bay of Bengal forming its eastern and South Eastern 
frontiers. Eastern Ghat range of hills almost passing through the heart of this state, 
high Simitipal hills on its north and around 480 Kms of coastline on its eastern frontier, 
Orissa has varied ecosystems from marine to semi arid on the West, which provides 
Diches for diverse animal and plant communities (Patnaik, 1996) 


As per the division of different phytogeographic regions of the country, the 
state goes under the Gangetic plain which extends from eastern Delhi to Sundarban of 
Bengal passing through U.P., Bihar and Onssa, The climate is humid; the rainfall 
‘reaching 250 cms and the types of forest vegetation found in this region 1s 3c Northern 
tropical morst deciduous type (Champion ad Seth, 1968). The chief formation being 
CO, moist ‘Sal’ with mixed deciduous forest locally distnbuted, The natural vegeeavon 
1s mainly ‘Sal’ (Shorea robusta Gaertn, Orpterocarpacese), Moreover there is natural 
growth and availabilty of other timber yielding plants like saffron Teak, Teak, 
Shaman, Gumhar, Rosewood, Ebony, Tamarind and Laurel etc, in this region. 


Since prehistoric period, Orissa has been inhabited by vacious peaple as evident 
trom the discovery of Stone Age remains from the river valleys of Boudha Balanga, 
Brahmani, the Mahanadi and its tributaries. Oriya, whe regional language, belongs to 
the great Indo-Aryan family of languages and ts cicsely related to'Assamese, Bengali 
and Maithili, a 9 direct descendant of Eastern Magadhi. Orissa is ich in fotk 
Uiterature. Its numerous folklores and folksongs are less imaginative and more realistic 
in nature meant for recitation only. Proverbs, sayings, adages and nddtet betongs to 
this category. 


Genesis 

Folk proverbs are the best means to learn of explain any incident or event 
(Agarwal, 1981}. Thousands of such creations prevail In indion folkiife. These are 
Felated to various aspects of natural, cultural, mythological, political, traditional and 
various other activities of the people (Jain, 1996). Similaely folWlores concerning the 
characters and utilities of plants and vegetation are only @ part of numerous poetic 
Versions of ancient wisdom still alive in rural Orisa. This knowledge acquired through 
long experience of utilization of specific plants for particular purpose are subsequently 
transferred from generation to generation orally inform of folklores, being created by 
some anonymous genius of this region. 


nethodology 

Folklores concerning the characters and multiple usage of plants were 
collected through extensive survey of different interior localities in 20 districts of 
Orissa covermg tribal and rural communities from 2000 to 2005. The datas were 
collected from experienced village elders following the standard prescribed procedure 
(Kothari, 1990) i.e. through personal interviews and participant observation as 
adopted eatlier (Mohanty, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003), The help and assistance of local 
{guide as well as language interpreters was sought when required. Previous report on 
folklores of this region (Dash, 1976, 1985 and Misha, 1997) were also scrutinised for 
any possible new finding. The most relevant ones are presented. 


n . 


Enumeration 

Fifteen folktores in form of 2 couplet, quatrain of 3 Stanma WE SEACTISS are 
Presented in spoken Oriya Language wi) their transtiteration fouowed Py mor 
meaning and explanation. The sclenofc and specifically the Botanical MATES of De 
Plants are given for universal SERENE 


1 Resume kothore C=" pS 
Gombe bathers mone 
Time ninighone pauls condone 
Asibote tell mae 


(Kusume - name of 3 plant, kathore of mond, chotichiting - bark portion, GmSo™ 
ame of another plint, mans traditional measx'y Pot 
dearer one, pula condins - flower and sendal wood paste, 
‘mana: desired to) 

‘The wood of kusums (Schierichers Cleoss Lour, Sapindaceee) ans “Gastar 
(Gmetina arborea Rox>,, Vertbenacese) are sustabie for the construction of {rascal 
‘measuring pot ‘Mana’ used chiefly for measuring o& and similar qu substances 


4 Anithilt isu Bandhana dithandi 
Ohaurake kolt fangi 
Patharo bharandi ujyaie kotamo 
‘Mohipola dhone manji 


(Anithiti « had brought, sisu - name of a plant, Bondhano - another plant, dikhandi 
‘two pieces, Dhauraku - to Dhaura wood, kali - made, iengi - tail piece, Pathara - 
stone, bharandi - hole where paddy Is placed, ujyala - brighter, kalamo - made, 
‘mahipata - name of the paddy variety, dhana - paddy, manji - seed). 


Husking pedsl_made from the wood of ‘Sisu’ (Dafbergia tatifolta Roxb., 
Fabaceae), Bandhana (Cugeimia cojeinensis Raxb., Fabaceae) or Dnaura { Anogeissus 
‘acuntinata Roxb. , Combretaceae } becomes durable. 


5. ‘Arua Kutiti Saguana Kathe 
abana porika wa 
‘Mundia kuti! phata salvore 
‘mo phate hapalaku badhi 


{Arua + Unparboiled rice, Kutil! » husked, Soguano Kathe - with Dhenk! made from 
‘Teak wood, Pabana - wind, parika udi - flying, Mundia « name of a variety of paddy, 
phate = cracked, saluere ~ Onenki made from Sat wood, mo + my, kapaiaku = fale, 
adh - offering). 


‘Dhenky” made up of Teak (Fectona grandis,. L.f., Verbenaceae) is most 
suitable for husking the unparbotled paddy. 


6 Darandi anichi kendw manja khonde 
Cuna kute raja rojo 
Bada deuiare pone dhinki chale 
aula mahopraseda 


(Durand) anicht + brought by searching. kendu monjo - Wood of the kendu plant, 
bande - one piace, Cuna - rice powder, kute - smashed or Unreshed to powder, raja 
raja - quickly, Bada deuiare - Lord Jagannath temple at Puri, pane « eighty, cate « 
‘works of moves, Caula- rice, mahaprasada « food offered to Lord) 


‘Dhenki! made feom wood of ‘Kendy' (Diospyrus —melanoxylon Roxb, 
Ebenaceae) {s suitable for pulverising rice to its powder form, 


2. Sishw Bheru, Boadhana 
‘Bante, Gohira, Suoma 
‘Dhenki dandare toda 

Sola, Soquona 


(Sishu Bheru, Bandhana, Banta, Gohira, Suamo, Sata, Seguana- names of timber 
yielding trees, dandare - main body, foda ~ required) 
Wood of 'Sisu’ (Oalbersia fotifolia Roxb., Fabaceae), ‘Bheru’ (Chioroxylon 


swietenia D.C., Rutaceae), “Bandhana’ (Ougeinia cojeinensis Roxb, Fabaceae), 
“Banta’ (unknown plaat), ‘Gahira’ (Acacta teucophtoea Roxb., Mimosaceae), ‘Svama" 
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(Soymida fabrif i 

fuga A. Juss, Meliacese), ‘Sal’ (Shorea robusto Gaert 
Dipterccarpacese} and “Saguan’ ‘3 bie 
constrect sete) and “Saquan’ (Tectona grands L{., Verbenaceae) are suitable 


8, Sedhei gharere Sahada dhinki 
Bara bututhae tekt teks 
‘#kanda cauta kendet novchi 
Polo manisabu dekh 
(Badhet - Carpenter, gharare - hows, 
+ gharare - house, Schade - name of the plant, dhinki -husking 
Pedal, Bama - to left, buluthae - moves, teki - in lifted condition, Akanda « 


unpetished, caula » rice grain, Fandei - polish, nauchi - easy ti 
Prone oer ie ay anaemic rl: ola sen Tig 


"Dhenk’” made from the wood of “Sahada’ {Strebtus asper Lour., Moraceae) 
eit not suitable , can function and produce polished rice in a carpenter's house, 
lecause, & carpenter Can make use of any wood even though itis unsuitable. 
% Pota Sata, ube Tole 
uo Hentoto, ganthi Betoio 
Ghorani Cetata 
Tebese gharo joe bahute kale 


(Pota - buried, Sata» Sat tree, ubho - above soil, Tata - palm wee, Rua « eatters of @ 
thatched house, Hentoia - aame of a plant, gonthi - bnot, Batata » Cane plant, 
Gharani « wite oF land lady, Cetola - conscious, Tebese - then, ghara > house, jae - 
oes, bahuta kaia- long tue) 


A traditional house built with logs of *Sal' (Shorea robusta Gaertn, 1, 
Dipterocarpaceae) for pillar, Tala { Borassus flabetlifer L, Arecacene) for roat plate, 
Hentala (Phoenix paludose Roxb., Arecaceae) for rafter, Beta { Colamus rotang L., 
Arecaceae) for knots and above all with a conscious house wife lasts long, 


10, ‘Amba Kedemoda 
Tentult Cemada 


{Amba - mango tree, Kadamada - brittle, Fentuti - Tamarind tree, Cemada - hard 


The stem of mango (Magnifera indica L., Anacardiaceac) is brittle or not that 
strong and durable tke Tamarind” (Tanvarlagus indica \., Caesalpiniaceae) 


1" Paladhua kathe Dhuduki 
Donde madokiia batada okhia 
‘bahoheta darabudhiki 


< pame ofa plant, hatha «wood, Ohio 8 mural instrament, Dan 
(Poa rm Si tenor wes, blade bleh, oa ye, Doha 
Le pod = an aged woman) 


ir musical instrument ‘Dhuduki', made of the wood of “Paladhut! 
a a tt ed ace 
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2 Soka, Simut, Boga katho 
Murkha sathire nachoia bata 


(Saka, Simuti, Baga - names of specific plants, katha - wood, Murkha - uneducated, 
Sathire - along with, nashata - danot walk, ate- path} 


Wood of Saka (unknown wild plant species without any good quality wood), 


“Simul” (Bomnbax cetba L., Bambscacese) snd 'Baga" (wild unhnown species) afe not 
suitable for any important use like an uneducated and uncivilised co-pedestrian, 
a Kosiji achora jorakes 
‘Adare gauraba boroky 
Bondhana kathoye oraku 
Jopamata Dona Karakus 


(Kagijt - lemon, achara - pickle, jaroku - to fever, Adora saurabe « love and respect, 
baraky » to bridegroom, Bandhona ~ name of a timber plant, kethoye - wood, aroku * 
to spoke of the wheel af Bullock cart, Jopamata + rosary, ona - name of the Port, 
Koraky + to hand) 


‘The suitability of appropriate material in 2 definite situation like lemon (Citrus 
aurantifolia Sw., Rutaceae) pickle ducing fever, love and honour to bride groom, wood 
of ‘Bandhana® (Quyeinia oojeinensis Roxb,, Fabaceae} for making the spoke of the 
wheel of butlock cart and rosary to the hand of the poet. 


Th Patophuli thopoky tombe beni 
Pakolo Asonara manja sent 
Patire ritai yaeye pheni 
Sarasa doit Dana’ bokhoni 


(Pataphuli - tassel made of silk, thopatu « to cluster, lamba » long, beni - braid of 
hair, Pakola « seasoned, Asanara » name of the timber plant, manja = core, sent» roof 
plate, Patire - in mouth, mifol - dissolve, yaeye - that, pheni - a type of indigenous 
sweet, Sarasa - good quality, bold that, Danot - name of the poet, bekhant - describes) 


Sitk tassel in cluster for the (ong braid of hair of 2 beautiful lady, seasoned 
wood of Asana’ (Terminalia tomentosa DC., Combretaceae) for construction of the 
oof plate in traditional thatched house and ‘pheni* which can spontaneously dissolve 
fn the mouth are suitable ones. 


15. Akala gachora bakata 
Kuruma kathara pantom 

Sahosra kutumbe jogi basichontt 
keum bate gota koniam. 


(akota - name of a plant, gachara- Plant’s ,bakalo: bark, Kuruma- name of a timber 
Feelding plant, Fothara: wood, paniom- Comb, Sahasra- thousand, kutumbe- relatives, 
Jogi bosiehonti- watching, Aeum- which, bote- way, gale - went, koniam- bre. 

‘The comb made from the wood of kuruma (Adina cordifolia Rosb., Rubiaceae} 
fs suitable for use, 
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Discussion 


{round six milion tribal population belonging to sixty two different 

sich knowledge about its plant wealth (Sahoo and Mudzal, 
folk literature of the state is also enriched with the lucid 
owledge. Moreover, there are frequent uses of this wisdom through 


GF riddles i this regton. At times people use this knowledge to 
‘oeus some human aspects by choosing plaat asthe subjects tae ener 


tems or articles are still ative io 
express their feelings, 


college and university authorities 
for providing necessary facies to carry out this werk. They Nee express their 
Wratiue tothe peep for providing required information during the explores, 
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME IN A MICRO-PROJECT 


B.K, Mangaraj 
Upali Aparajita* 


Abstract 


‘The paper preveets a quantitative model for socla-ecanomic rmpact assessment of 
evelopment programme not only considering. the umber of Denelicisries actually 
benefited from ve pragraime but alzo the impact that the programme can make Of 
the economic prosperity as well as the social well being of the community 2s perceived 
by various stakeholders of the grogranme, The competitiee-com-carnpemsatary model 
‘which nas ben canmktered for the purpose Takes wnt account the non-linearity of the 
Impact function unlike Uadiional linear models. & case study fot Donaria Kondh 
Development agency has been Waken to find out the impact of development pray annie 
In seven villages which nas been validated from the socio economic status of the vullages 


1. Introduction 


‘The necessity of socio-ecenamic impact assessment (SEIA) it to inform pally 
and decision makers aboux the potential benefits and adverse Impacts that may occut 
fs the result of any development initiative. Utitising both qualitative and quantitative 
techniques, SEV is an approach to determine how a development programme might. 
affect the sociak and economic conditions of people and communities, Assessing the 
tevels of impact at regional of micro-levels has been engaging the attention of 
developmental managers since long (Batey et at. 1993, Ogunsumi et al. 2005), One 
finds in the literature that no uniformity or universally acceptable methods wat 
adopted in the efforts towards developing such methods at the regional or micro: 
levels that could be used and whose cesults be validated through any socio-economic 
evelopment. Ose knows that the differences in the tevel of occur spatialy as wel as 
Cemporally due to various reasons. Uneven resource availability, differences it 
resource utilization pattem, difference in knowledge level, variation in the 
Inirasteucture facilities, differences im the access to public utility services and abore 
all differences in “way af life” due to cuttural vasiations are the main contributing 
factors for disparities, Even in the same cutturat region, this difference also occut 
due to irregular distribution of Government assistance ‘under various development 
programmes. identification of backward areas, and design and implementation d 
Special programmes for accelerating their development constitute an importa 
element in the strategy for regional development, for which successive five year pla 
have lid emphasis On balanced regional development, Despite the efforts of Ot 
development mechanism, disparities persist largely due to historical factors a 3 reall 
‘of which the development process itself accentuated the gap Between developed af 
under-developed regions. In some areas, development is faster on account of cetal 
ar te a hee Laer on acu 
infrastructure. In this perspective, neglect of backward resources and po 
developmental problems. Therefore, te need for manfeore a oe oS 
¥ monitoring such impact at regi! 
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9 micro level and analysis of the reasons for comparatively slow growth and 
implementation of special programmes to correct the imbalances have to be 
Incorporated in concerned developmental management. 


The paper presents a quantitative model based on fuzzy logic fOr SEIA in @ multi 
perspective framework. t considers the actual beneficianes of the programme at one 
cod and other external stakeholders at the other. The purpose of the paper is to 
assess the impact of any development initiative in various segments of the atfected 
area in order to see whether the effects have been distnibuted equally oF not. This con 
help development managers cedesizning the implementation strategies Hf necessary for 
@ uniform output in the absence of which the programmme results in a more 
complicated state prior to its implementation. For a primitive tribal group who are 
known for theie homogeneity in characteristics irrespective of their irregular spatial 
distribution in a region, implementation of any development programme should be 
handled woth care so that it cannot be held responsible for destabilization ofthe social 
fabric of thew socioty, At the same time, one cannot afford to wait til the 
completion of the programme to see its effect through an ex-facto evaluation study. In 
that case a suitable SELA methodology will prove beneficial whose outcome can be 
Predicted m a comparatively less time utilizing the knowledge of external 
stakeholders. However, the validity of such methodology should be tested for its 
elfectiveness, In this paper, the proposed model has been validated through a s0ct0 
‘economic development index and hence can be uied in any micro-praject dating with 
Uniform development of the concerned primitive tribe 


2. evelopment Programme ia DKOA 


Introduction of developmental programmes as a measure of developmentat 
effort has been in practice for rural development since independence. The philosophy 
behind this és that, these programmes will be instrumental in raising the level of wing 
in an integrated ‘manner. According to cultural approach {UNESCO 1995), these 
programmes should be aimed at the needs and aspirations of the people and the 
implementation of these should be based on several factors, viz., the indigenous 
knowledge, the resource availability, marketability and above all should be compatible 
‘with the lacat culture. But, sometimes it has been observed that all the developmental 
resources may not be drawn from the peopie of from the area. rather it might include 
some external resources which would not conflict with the way of (fe of the people 
concerned. In that case, the resource base is 2 mix of internal as well as external 
resources whase utilization pattern should be in the framework of the local culture. In 
that case, either the external resource should be acceptable to them or the resources 
to be required should be within the acceptable range of the community. 


For the development of Dongria Kandi: (Upali 1996, 2004), a primitive tribat 
{yroup of Orissa, the implementation of various develcomental programmes are being 
Carried out by 8 microrproject named as “Dongria Kondh Development Agency 
(DkDA)*. The purpose of this agency ts to shape a particular programme as per the 
Foquicement of the Dongs and hence should be culture-specific for endogenous 
development which would be sustainable (Mangaraj & Upali 2005). Such an 
implementation can take the form of direct or indirect assistance to them. Far 
example, under the agricultural development programme, the activities which include 
foil conservation, irrigation, and construction of water reservoirs & cross bunds, et. 
to help in agricultural development of the Dongrias in goneral, But agricultural 
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assistance ia form of supply of bullocks, modern implements, improved seeds, 
chernical fertit 


from the DKDA. But 


Konahs eeictteal Devetoomen Programme : Since time immemorial, Dongra 
pines hes been practicing harteuture. ‘They used (a, grow Jockirut, Doren 
Pineapple, orange and 


Nets, next'to shifting cultivat 


ind. Under this 
Pineapple, lemon, orange and 


Present various marketing 
Channels are in operation, The direct. assistance 


Say eet a at Kinds or various pantaton actos ee, present 
hey austen for plartaten acy of banana, incappe, Ke ‘orange have been 
taken into consideration along with ther maincenarene 


uy) i : Traditionally, there mi 
ce Sage Roe Leena two hapa ere nd 
interaction end the taza world = kbs a? their need along the agricultural 
dimension which was also supported by ORGS nee, ey 

turmertc, ginger, mustard, small meee ote nu: they were growing 


“activ, Sts but gradually. wah” te 
agricultural development. programme. Activities hi H 
ee deren poner te i wave gown manifold which aso 


corn, ete.) in sil 
*» the Dongrias did not 

even in the form of Indirect assistance which hay sige OKDA has tal 

‘i profitable manner. For example 


‘them to adapt agicatie 
they have pt age 

by OKDA officials. They grow ‘season ave Deen Laine 

rates, les, ea, ee teten eke 
The citi er on ted rhe gees 
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‘manner. Apart from this, the present day marketing facilities available to them have 
increased their aspiration along their agricultural needs, The gradual change of food 
habits is another important factor for growing paddy not only on the hill-side but also 
in the plains down the hills, Due to this ressons, more and more Dongrias are acquiring 
plain land of Desia Kondhs down the tilts. Apart from indirect assistance provided by 
KDA, Dongrias have also availed direct assistance in the form of input assistance, 
supply of plough bullocks, agricultural imptements, incentives for compost production, 
ete. In the present study direct assistence for growing up mustard, spices, im situ 
(turmeric, ginger, and garlic), vegetables along with agnicultural input assistance have: 
been taken into account. 


(it) Livestock Devetooment Programme : Animal rearing do constitute an important 
aspect of Dongria life. If one analyzes the life of tnbal people, then one finds that 
domestication started with animals and then plants, With this concept, the livestock 
development programme involved supply of goats, cocks/hens to Oongrias. Normally, 
they keep animals for sacrifice as well as for their consumption, but this development 
programme aims at encouraging animal rearing for economic purwit. At present, the 
Government is encoucaging livestock development in tribal areas in big'way vnth the 
idea that forest dwellers knew animal rearing from the day they left their nomadic 
Uife-style and opted for settled living, In the present study direct assistance under this 
programme has been considered in two head, viz., supply of goats and cocks/hens 
This programme was generally available co the beneficiaries who were not in a 
position to be directly benefited from agriculture or/and horticulture. 


(iv) Smal Seale Ingustiak Development Programme : The direct assistance under 
{his programme was mostly avaiable to andiest households as well as to women, This 
programme. iwolves supply. of bee-doxes, spinning materials, blacksmithy 3nd 
carpentry tools, embroidery kits, etc. But, the present study takes into account the 
following activities for the purpose. 


(0) Embroidery : Dongrta Kondh girs are skited in embroidery works. They 
have developed special interest becauie of its socio-cultural importance in the 
‘community. They used to practice embroidery works without using any machine or 
better type of materials. But, with the subsidy available to Dongria girls and women 
from DKDA, they were able to get better type of embroidery materials which not only: 
served the purpose of their socio-cultural needs, but also i€ was found that embroider 
cloths also found a market in the demand of ethnic items. 


{b) Bee-Kesping : Dongria Kongh area specially the Riyamgin hill ranges 8 
full of different flowering trees all over the year. Also, the large scate growing of 
mustard and ginger in the area is very much suitable for bee-keeping. Undoubtedly, 
honey collection was one of the important forest collection activities of the Dongrias. 
This experience of the Dongrias has been thought to be utilized tn this developmental 
Jetivty, For this purposes, Dee-bores have been distributed among beneficiaries. 


(e) Spinning : Dongrta Kondhs, both men and women are habituated in using 
particular type of clothes which are only available in the local markets in a very high 
price. In order to activate weaving activities, spinning materials were provided to 
Dongria waren under the scheme. 


al 


All tie above development programmes which aimed at tifting the socio. 
fcononuc levels oF the Dongrias need to be assessed for the impact thot they can make 
in thelr socio-economic development. This is because the Dongria villages are 
GIstHYDUted over the Riyamgirt hill ranges and the distance of one village from the 
other is quite significant. AS a resuit, the resource availability pattern in all the 
illages is not obviously uniform, This leads to a non-uniform pattern in the utiity of 
development assistance under the above development progratemves, For example, in 
the Dongria ilages newer to the pit, the beneficaries under areata 

levelopment programme utilized the agricultural assistance in a more meaningful 
‘mantier than the beneficiaries of the villages in the upper regions, 


3. Measuring Development: 


Irv order to measure and monitor regional variations in development, UNDP 
defines “human development” as a process of enlarging people's choice, including 
living a healthy tife, to be educated and to have access to resources needed for a 
Standard of ving.” This new approach to human development emphasizes the 
importance of a people centered process of development. This concept argues that & 
bbasic distinction must be made between the means and ends of devetopment, Human 
woll being is the real end of all developmental activities and development must be 
centered on enhancing achievements, freedom and capabilities of human beings. It is 
the life they tive that is of intrinsic importance, ot the income and commodities they 
happen to posses. The basic approach of human devetopment reports (HDR) values 
capabilities yetated to health, nutrition, basic education and ends in themselves and 
‘income as the only means to achieve these ends. The approach is based on capability 
oriented development process as suggested by Sen (1985, 1987). The HORs have 
Constructed the tuman development indices (HDI) for different countries of the world. 
They have ranked these countries on the basis of their respective HO! values and pushed 
forward the debate on alternate types of policies to promote true development. 


Hence, the premise of “human development” approach is that people are the 
beneficiaries of development. Per capita income and economic growth can be 
automatically translated into the betterment of life, The focus of development is on 
people and how people benefit from the developmental inputs is a means and not the 
‘end. The attainment of high ievel of “income” in itself is not important, What is more: 
Iinporearnt 1s how income 1s spent to benefit people, tn case of developmental inputs, 
iL Ultimately means how these can be utitized for the benefit for the people. Because, 
most of the times, «t has been observed from the implementation of various anti-poverty 
programmes that the developmental assistance could not be even appreciated by the 
beneficiaries as a result of whom the Government as its duty spends a tot for the 
purpose and the Beneficiaries are, on the other hand, blamed for the non-utitization. 
Fans ts mostly because of the fact that, the beneficiaries are very often ignorant of it 
Treticy oF the local resources not perating for its utilization. Keeping this in view, the 
ise of luman development index for the measurement and monitoring of human 
evelopment has been encouraged s0 that some sort of quantification can be dane in 
the area of development which wit) be helpful in the era of information technology s° 
that the developmental manages: get some concrete idea about the development 
process front time to time as well as from place to place. Once this type of index cat 
be used. the regional disparities can be minimized through specially designed 
ovetopmmental packages for the backward areas. The minimum and maximum valves 
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of each indicator to be identified for the various areas are to be considered. For 
example, if i = 1. 2, -. mv for the indicotors and ) = 1, 2, ...n for the areas, then the 
development index for the )" area for the i* variable cen be computed as 


Mia Oi) 
+ where 
Hox 0%) — Min Oy) 
Xj determines the value of une |" indicator in the j* area for which i+ 1, 2. 
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and j= 1, 2, .. 4n. The development indicator may be defined as the average of the 
variable D,. Hence, 
m dy 
Ber fv, Blau 


tm 
Here, development index can be defined by such a finear function where the 
marginal development 15 assumed to be constant, At the same time, for defining the 
development index, ane has to clearly define the values of Min(X;) nd Mox0%y) With 
respect to that area concerned. This means that Min (X,) a5 well as Max (Xi) May VOrY 
from place to place. But in reality the importance of these indicators to the 
development may not be the same as viewed by Une beneticianes or even by the 
developmental expert. In that case, a “weighted average development indicator” may 
be considered in place of simple average development indicator. Ho doubt, there are 
various types of weighted averages and the simplest of the type i the weighted 
Additive averages. Hence, the average development indicator may be defined taking 


the weighted average as: 
™ 
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where B,:1 #1, 2) mm are the corresponding weights attached to the indicators. 
‘These weights are nothing but the relative weights of the indicators which means that 
the importance of each indicator can be judged with respect to the other indicators. 
Hence, this approach deals with linear development function and corresponding 
weights hightighting the relative priority of the indicators over others. On the 
Contrary, non-linear development functions can also be considered where the Non 
linearity can be simplified by piecewise linear development function. For example, if 
the development value along an indieator be measured over 10 years, then this value 
does not show similar trend over the entire period. This means that if the entice 
perlod ix broken down to ten periods each period representing a particular yeer, then 
particular value in the indicator gets diferent values in these ten periods. Taking 
the example of literacy, ten persons becoming literate in the first year gets more 
development value that ten persons becoming literate in successive years. Hence, the 
fate of development value decreases with respect to change in the value of Xj 
Honever, measuring development from a development programme in this approach te 
nore or tess a ex-facto evaluation research and for a small community, it is more 
meaningful i it can be done in a multi-perspective framework (Mangaraj & Upali 2008) 
Involving all the stakehaiders whose opinion contributes in measuring the value of 
Sovelopment. But, very often it becomes necessary to study the impact of the 
development process just after the initiation of the programme for justifying the 
Continuity of Yo And, this impact in a cultural approach should also be holistic and 
Should involve both the social and economic dimensions. 
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4. Assessing Socio-economic Impact: 


Either single or multipte development indicator(s) can carry out assessment of sacio- 
economic development. For evmple, W cevelopment Is considered in terms Of er 
capita income and assessment has {0 be dene only through this, then the rate of 
‘change of per capita income shows the trend of the devetopment process based on ner 
capita income of the individuals under consideration. Assessment of this sort 16 & 
temporal manitoring process as i involves the time parameter for tie same space. At 
the same time, if a development programme is implemented in various regions, this 
Process can be done spatially in order to know the inequalrty of the regions. But, i 
fone is imerested to assess the developmental states attained by a developmental 
Programme, either across time or regions, it isa difficult procedure. This fs because, 
development. is 2 holistic phenomenon and development of society Involves 
development in all aspects of Iie. For example, if economic development {s only 
Considered in terms of household income, thea the change In the Income before and 
after utilization of the developmental assistance shows the change inthe 
evelopmental states, but economic development can be viewed in terms of multiple 
indicators some of which may be quantitative and some of which may be qualitative 
Hence, in that perspective, i one tres to find out the developmental change, then it 
involves a (ot of parameters both qualitative and quantitative and at the same time, 
there may de inter-dependence and inter-relationship among these varlables, 1 (his 
context, either one tries to find out the developmental value in terms of some 
quantifiable indicators oF writes a detailed ethnography based upon the change effects 
due to the assistance. Hence, both the approaches have merits as well as demerits 
‘The quantitative approsch cannot incorporate the qualitative aspects of change 
whereas the qualitative approach can be onty possible through the ethnographer, 
Considering both the above approaches, an approach has been considered in this work 
which has taken into account both the qualitative and quantitative approaches, The 
quantitative measure has been considered through a quantitative parameter whereas 
the qualitative aspects have been highlighted through a participative approach of 
external stakeholders who have sufficient knowledge of the area, Hence, one can say 
that, this approach is a combination of both qualitative and quantitative approaches 
at one end and involvement of intemal as well as external stakeholders at the other. 


Jn case of assessment of the developmental activity of OKDA through various 
developmental schemes, this approach has been applied to seven villages as 
mentioned in table-1, No doubt, various developmental schemes, viz., plantation 
programme, agriculture and horticulture assistances, supply of goats and cocks, ete 
‘were in operation by DKDA for the vitages covered under DKDA, the utility levels of 
the schemes varied from village to village. For example, the villages nearer to the 
DKDA were in advantages position than the farther villages. similarly, the adoption 
levels of the schemes varied fram time to time. For example, for the successtil 
schemes in a particular year, the demand for the same increased for the success 
years. Similarly, for the unsuccessful schemes, the demands for the adoption showed & 
reverse trend. On the whole, the utitization level of the schemes denended upon #0 
many parameters, starting from the knowledge level of the beneficiaries to resource 
availability and many other factors. Hence, even {f the scheme is availed by @ 
beneficiary, the contribution to development starts only when the beneficiary 
benefited (rom the scheme. But, "benefit level” cannot be solely considered ay tht 
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level of development. Since. there exists muttipte numbers of schemes in 2 
development programme, the beet lve of one scheme ca be comparable (9 
the other. This requires that both the schemes be brought to a common platform $0 
that they can Be considered equally for contributing towards the development, Ths 
process generates a weighting structure for the schemes which ccflocts the Importance 
of the schemes to the overall development considering the feasibility, acceptability as 
well as effectiveness of the schemes in the area, This demands a broader knowledge 
domain, which can do the abave job. For thls, a group of extemal stakeholders have 
been taken into account that can visualize the qualitative changes and represent it i 
‘a quantitative framework. In this context, one can say that: 


Developmental state (0) Benefit level of the scheme, by the beneficiaries (8) 


Development state {0} © Importance level attached to the scheme by the 
stekeholders (I) 


Hence from the above two relations, one can conclude that: 

Oevelopment state by a developmental scheme = Benefit level raised to importance 
level » B' This means that the developmental change due to a programme consisting 
of various schemes is nothing but the total of the development as components (B') of 
the corresponding schemes. Hence, . 


mh 
Development = B, where there are m number of schemes in the programme 
wt 


As we know that a simple society is homogeneous both structurally and 
functionally, this aspect of the society 1s instrumental for an uniform autonomous 
development. But, in the context of Goverment sponsored development programme, 
the uniformity in’ development status gets distorted due to unequal distribution of 
development assistance across the region, For example, when &_ programme consists 
(of several developmental schemes, it is dificult to assess the contribution of each 
towards development before its umalementation. Undoubtedly, it i dificult to provide 
‘identical assistance to each household of the area. Hence, this will require the optin.a} 
design of development scheme-mix for each village of the region depending upon the 
availability of the developmental assistance, the knowledze of the contribution of 
each of the assistance towards development, the number of the households of each of 
the villages ete, prior to implementation. But, most of the time itis not done in the 
desired manner and implementation takes place directly without any such prior 
exercises, This leads to an unequal distribution pattern of these schemes and 
fisproportionate development which ultimately destroys the fone-lasting homogeneity 
of the simple society. Even if, the schemes are proportionately distributed 1m the 
Tegion, the utility level does riot remain uniform due to various reasons, Hence, in 
forder to further provide the assistance in the assisted area, tis first required to assess 
the developmental status of the various villages. This can act a& the input for further 
planning for the regions. Therefore, one can conclude that, for the implementation of 
Spontored development programmes in simple societies, an integrated assessment 
mechanism fs a must which should be able to manipulate the various developmental 
outputs into a cammon scale $0 that the developmental pettern can be observed in 
‘order to minimise the inequality created by the implementation of such prograrvmes 
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Point of view of the beneficiaries or based on the information collected fro") variens 
Stakeholders. from their judgments. This paper deals with a methodology, for 
assessment nich i 2 combination of both the approaches so that the beneficianes 3 
wel asthe external seakeholders become the actors for such a process. This # due to 
the fact that both local knowledge 25 well ab the modem knowledge has to be 
Considered for the purpose, In this perspective, one of the important cultural 
parameters is the benefit level. This is because when 2 scheme ts implemented, the 
acceptablity of it purely depends on the societal culture. This means that culture 
Sometimes acts as a growth positiwe factor or a growth negative factor for the 
Successful implementation of the scheme. Hence, the rate of benefit as well a 
effectiveness mill be more in a culturally compatible environment. Oo the whole one 
‘an say that from the benetit levels of the schemes, the cuturally compatibilities of 
the schemes can be known and one con alsa grade the schemes numerically basing on 
these parameters. This wall be quite helpful in determining the developmental 
Contribution of various schemes for an area. 


In order to assess the developmental contributions of the schemes and hence, 
‘the developmental status of an area, one needs 2 framework or a basis. This will 
rable the assessment of the areas in order of their development contributed by the 
‘schemes. In this perspective an index or even an indicator having a tower as well 
upper-bound can be good choice. This means that an area having a lower value in the 
Indicator oF index is leis developed area compared to another area. Hence, one can 
Compare the areas in terms of development and this compansan will be instrumental 
In designing further development strategies. But sometimes, multiple indicators 
Fequited for the purpese, which may be measured in various scales of measurement, 
For that, @ common ptatform shuld be considered for aggregating the indicators for 4 
‘developmental index. Even, to define an indicator and i 
fo such generalized grocedute. For example, “Suppose ina village, d 

assistance under a particular scheme has Deen given to 100 households. It mgt So 
happen that all of them might have been benefited from the scheme or none has beer 
benefited or some have been benefited. To define the foticator Bs the Benet tect 


De %0-20 20 No. of Beneficiaries © 80 
1 Ho. of Beneficiaries © 80 


‘The diagrammatic representation of it can be made as: 


» % 
No. of Beneficiaries 


This means that, the development indicator is a plecewise-tinear function 
‘which Is linear in the regions 0:20, 20-80 and 80-100. Hence, to define an indicater, it 
needs assumptions regarding the bounds as weil as the nature of the function. This 
clearly indicates that the indicator is a fuzzy set(Zaden 1965) and the aggregation of 
indicators depends upon furzy aggregating operators, Hence, the design of 
evelopment indicators and index needs fuzzy logic which has been hightighted in this 
paper. That 1s, the information needed for assessing development status can be 
generated through the fuzzy information management principles. But, in reat life 
human decision-making It has been observed that, when development is considered 


ina pre 
schemes 1s neither due to the maximum contributor nor due to mirmmum contributor 
independently, similarly, it cannot be the discrete average of the contribution made 
by the schemes, This may be observed as: 

Suppose: ius t,yi0= 0.7 c= Od are the developmental indicators due to 
schemes A, B and C'respactively, then the development fadicator due to “maximum” 
aggregation operator is Max [ia fos el = 7 


‘The developmental indicator due to “minimum” aggregation operator is: 


i sn el 0-4 
Similarly the development due to “average” aggregation operator for the above can 


be: 


Ione e+ ne] = 1.0 40.7 0.4 *0.7 
‘This means that, the composite index cannot just be the average of the individual 


indices. Because, the schemes in a particular programme operate in an interconnected 
manner, Rather this index should be a synthetic index which may be represented as: 
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where, Oy 1 fet, 2. m represents the membership functions of the fuzzy 


development indicator. 
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‘ ne stakeholders . This CONCEpE if the 
the welohe of the ingicator D, gan by whe sakchaiden . Te ee gerestat 


‘extension of of =operator (Zimmerman & 2 pod apemiie fe 


(i) Suppose there is P number of stakeholders taking part in the evall 


(a) Each stakeholder is to mark three to five points on internal [0,1] showing the 
‘portance of jth scheme for Gevelopment related to evaluation 
(Wii) Each pownt is to De marked on the interval [0,1] in separate sheet and withou! 
‘eierence to the previous marked points. 
(i) Leta, be the minimum value and & be the maximum vaiue of the three oF five 
Desnts marked by stakeholder k and. 
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Wee Wren Em 
a 
sohere m: total numberof insicators 
A Dllnd degree, the smaller the value. the greater the reliability i. 
From the above formula, one gets the weight © of D, as: 
” 


this manner takes a participative in 
pts ‘cpatne approach the determination of waht 20 tht te 


been broadly categorized for horticutture, agriculture, tivestock and smal! scale-rural 
industries. For exemple, the assistance in agncuitire ranges from high yielding 
varieties of seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, agncultural tenplements, etc. The 
environment for the utility of this assistance varied to a greater degrec. Sometimes 
the beneficiary (ook full interest in utilizing the assistance, where as sometime either 
it was partly or even none. Depending upon the utiity level, the benefit level alsa 
vated. Also, the beneficiaries showed varied interest in various schemes. This means 
that the benefit level also varied across the developmental schemes. For example, @ 
landless household who had get assistance from livestock and rural industries heads 
auld not be benefited to the effect of his counterparts under horticultural assistance. 
Also, if ane analyses the quality as well as the quantity af output, rt also varied (0 
preater effect as a result of which one will be able visualize the amount of 
Contribution in a devetopmental ale for each of the programme. 


Table = 2 presents the number of households in the study villages under the 
developmental assistance environment a well as the number of households actually 
benefited from this programmes, This shows that all the Deneliciaries have not been 
benefited equally due to some reasons or other. Hence, one has to take benefited 
beneficiaries vilage-wise 35 each programme invotves some schemes, @.8., a 
horticultural programme covers the assistance for plantations, viz., temon, orangs 
banana, pineappte as well as assistance for fertilizers, Based on the number of 
‘expected and minimum number of benefited beneficiaries the values of the indicators 
for the saxé programmes have been computed and has been illustrated in table-3. The 
values of these indicators signify the benefit levels of the programmes bated on the 
firsthand information from the benefieianes, But, as has been atready discussed, 
these values were not be sufficient to construct the composite assessment index and 
hence, the judgment of some extemal stakeholders, viz., Special Officer (OKDA), 
Welfare Extension Officer (WEO), Block Development Officer (800) and the researcher 
have been taken into account regarding assessment of the programmes in terms of 
contribution to overall development. This enabled to get a weighting pattern for the 
‘oid schemes (table-4) which reflected the relative importance of one scheme aver 
fathers in the framework of development. As per the underlying concept of the 
methodology, these weights when aggregated with the benefit indicator generated 
values in terms of the composite development index. 

From table-5, it can be observed that the assessment regarding the status of 
development in the study villages due to the developmental assistance provided by 
DKDR goes parallel with the result of ex-acto evaluation for socio-economic 
development. The values of composite assessment index for the seven villages have 
been abtained by utilizing competitive-cum cum-compensatory aggregation operate. 
‘The value of this index. is nothing but @ synthetic information obtained by processing 
the information from the beneficiaries as well as the devetopmental experts based on 
an information mode! suitable for monitoring activities, There is a high 
Correlationtabout 998) Deteen canks based on SEIA and SEC indices, This pertectiy 
validates the SE1A model regarding socio-economic impact 288essment of development 
projects in general and micro-projects in particular. ‘These mdex values can be taken 
45 the basis for further development assistance so that the inequality in the values of 
the index can be minimized in arder to have a value within a small range, The concept 
is, smaller the range, greater is the homogeneity even if some devetopment occurs in 
the soclety, In ths way, the society af @ whole develops in the process, instead of 
lopsided development breaking the cohesive force of 2 “simple society’ 
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6. Conclusion i 
sng mechanism in the 

Bika asa monitoring Weropment efforts 
cei oer tes melee tfzs deen a 
intermediate stages of the development process. IN CASE DT Gisparites if at gf 
Important in order to avoid the negative impacts 208 MOS his aspect na 
‘multiple areas are covered under the programme. MOE Coe view of devel 
to be scientifically designed in order to incorporate TMS To view of development» 
Very often pure participative approach fais to see the glODY TS nae 
2 result of which multeperpectve approach becomes, ware, MEATTETE 
‘cultural approach at one end and global both quelitative a well ¢ 
such approach becomes a difficult Job as it involves sat. The present paper 
quantitative attributes to be aggregated for 2 rational judgment. The Rese pase 
Uuitizes fuzy logic to handle this issue in a scientific manner 45 TS 
various decbion making proceses in modern managemect., he Cowes 
Management. done in this model mcorporated cultural and stobal Heels 
development towards sustainability of the development programme, THs ha be 
validated with the ex facto evaluation results which highlighted the effectiveness oft 
wich justifies the advancage of using modern management praCIpIeS, {0 hande 
Sergent is veving tm nasa pepe, Herc INE MAA Wh 
2 knowledge engineering based monitoring system it 
assessment of devetopment programme for primitive tribe can also be implementer 
in similar such situations and can de more meaningful in context with moder 
developmental management. 
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Table - 1; Demographic profile of Dongria villages under OKDA {2 
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Table - 2: No. of beneticiaies (HH) as well as their number benefited from the 
schemes. 
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NT DAY KORAPUT 
N.C. Pantgrohy« 


TRIBES OF PRESE! 


The concep of “Tribe nce to orate nthe ea 127 Be Greig 
af Madras Presidency under the ‘Agency Tracts Interest 3nd ‘whole population of 
The Act came into force precisely on august 14, 1917 and (he WEE ATA SO 

Koraput was termed as the “Hill Tribes’. The definition of Ue 


vided into. thioe 
In independant india the “Hill Tribes’ of Koraput were dl 
caregorios les scheculeg Trives, seheduied Castes and Other Backward Clases 
Under the Constitution Order of 1980. It seems the experts and the theoreticians nave 
dinded the whole population of Koraput artiticially without designing the sclentir: 
parameter, It also seems that the State designed the so-called developmental 
Projects/ Schemes to make the whole populace of the Hill Tribes as the second rate 
‘carbon copy of ourselves which Pandit Nelwu feared years back, 


‘The layman's image of tribe (after he got exposure to Koraput region for some 
time) fs that of » small group of peopte living n seclusion, accustomed to carefree and 
hand to mouth exrstence without any idea of saving for the rainy day and traditionally 
Unmindful of the intricacies of modern life unless 3nd until their traditional customs 
and taboos, mores and ethos and way of life are tampered with. This concept of tribal 
fe and culture is a figment of the [Imagination of the age-old relations existing 
betwen tribals and thetr nontribal neighbours: a myth rather than an empirical truth 


Today tribals very rarely live én total isolation anywhere in the world. They are 
caught between conventional and current cultural changes that are sweeping the 
world. The degree of percolation of socio economic process is mainly conditioned by 
the nature of communication and transport facilities available in Koraput region. With 
the rapid strides made by Community and Tribal Development Projects and 
Programmes ultimately led to creation of new economic opportunities and a shift 
the ageald cuttural standards and value-attitude systems of the people of this region, 


Early Europeans knew this region at “Jeypore country. When the Madras 
Government, first took over the direct administration of the Jeypore estate in 1863, 
road communication was in a primitive condition, They opened the area by taking UP 
road constructions. A bare valley between two ranges of hills wos seleceed mathe 
British administrative headquarters was shifted from’ Jeypore’ to ‘Koraput in the yeat 
1870, Roads, as is understood at present, were non-existent prior to 1663, Licueenert 
Smith, the first Assistant Agent pasted at Jeypore traveled te Jeypore by horse 20d 
bbutlock cart. in the year 1885, Mr. H.G. Turner, the then Agent took up the task, of 
completing the road from Jeypare to Vizagpattam via Padwa, Anantonl Chae how 
calted Aruku vatley) which was commenced in the year 1863 and was known as Turnel’ 
‘Ghat, The present Salur-Jeypore road was fist begun in 1866 and it was only in 1874 
for the fst time, that cats fem Salur coud cross the Ghat (with gificasy ond sere. 


@ the DBK (Dandakaranya Balladids Kiniburh 
sng trough Koraput town and Jagdaiour the from 
comecting Baitadilla mines ia hited! 4a 1962 and compteted in the year 1967 
Koraput town Was conng tisgarh to Visakhapatnam of Andhra pradesh, 
ir "Ges Se oan ya a a 91 
tet he Concrete aly es ee oer 


decerated electric ene 
serie eLeciic energy ond > rehaitae the Bengal apace peor une! IE 


Prior to Os 
raders who to Dandakaranya Project Jc. i 1958 there were a hand of ofa and 
t roads and brid Wy agents of plains culture, used to tickle down the precarious 
ey Ine cena cate nama ‘onunty development prograrime 
te Ray tes opened new chap ie ete of toi of oP For the 
nn oes ers ae th Tus of hrc canes 6 te ft ntiage fair= 
Toying of pucca maxphalti agricultural implements, seeds, welts for drinking water etc. The 
Oe Le ae eae eee ea ime for more extensive cultrat 
- in the idybic surroundings of 2 shang 
srg harmonious ond nck recon wth tre ree, sowy te tbe ga 10 
incorporate certain material traits of plain people into thet ite styles. 


-gnternp tun 

ae caer nal nutritious rag) gruel. Ornking Wick toric iquor is also on the increase 
re raepey. depended on healthy home brewing substances. lnceased, mores 
treet ine ote payment of wages fn cash and the invmoral activities Of Tom Wh 


Workers served as catalysts in accelerating the p coceas ‘of social degeneration, The 
Aer eel schemes and progemenesengaeeri of SEYORne Che made 
them conscious of new ‘opportunities aad ways of life and ot the same time ‘subjected 
Ahem to sacrifice their traditional institutions ‘with great stress and strain, The balance 


a a guucal and Economic gsi or trees can the ssurnmarised as fellows: 


‘The Positive aspects of change are: 
fa area as aureg one enecion of Geweonenal YShemes an 
(a) ibe ee be its ef) urban areas 35 skiled oF unskilled labourers and 

‘yet up raated from their famity or home anchors. 

bes nave been matirated t9 strive for madern ways of 
1) Same persons anes ecnrOnY ocd have bea able to sable Sei pshion, 
nal value 5ySt2s 
tne cost of reglecing thet Waa 


‘ 58 


Om the Negative side are: 


ous lover of the bit 
(=) The Programmes and the schemes have been ie a capricious ro al, 
ERR, DARUIA Yor samc and then esrug HEM Hh Conse 
inconcesn when the purpose is sewed. 


UP) TRE {ides wtio worked as casat labourers during the continuation of thy 
Eagpnes osen Sach aad See" crt al 
nelihood ino tanger satstios te need tee at the some time the new hope uct 
“Stained them for sometime has disappeared like @ miT3ge. 

fe) The most hard ti 
‘number of them 
the society, bee 


i of atin has bee the younger generation. & gg 
Ch ha a eat ect 
"aU5e of the economic opportunities provided by the schemes, 


{2 The ea result was «the younger generation unthinkingly cscarded the trd tian, 
taper ici, Altea ceein peo te tauna ofa guy eater on One han wag 
hand gon, <f inferiority comelex of merely - being used’ on the altar on the area 


pamnteaXes by these two comploxes, compeled them seek escape In ‘alcoholism, 
Rambling etc, and other social vices, 


motive is added, the slippery slope of 
degencration easily takes them to the practice of ‘cheating, pick-pocketing end 
without any compunction, 


# culture and technol 
Perak Of Inadequate planaing and incomplete approach eersy oF whether itis the 


Further, establishment of indutcies for bettermen 

erence wah er $ret 

serous tg, sna open wa Io erat wd wpa ye, A ad 

cers meee tee ace the ran sa ees aan ed 

ansdered mor in terme of xtrunental vale tan ang neat Sta be 
ow the tribal consciousness in relation to 

relation to outsiders fs taking shape eo 


Fist, they were the 

uals, customs and mor {2825 of the missionary solution’ which detribalised their 

tung Hindu institutions, gien2s (lowed by a vigorous spaction of the forces 

rs followed the poticy of serie thei incigencus ethos, Second, the British 

ind Partially Excluded areas: se SstOP under the garb of protection’ and ‘Excluded 

XPhrine ther direction of charset NTE Uke with prtieness, ad the tas Of 

fe theory of Tsolation,. Third, the ney SeleReted to colenial scministeators, wided iy 
the sentiments of 'y dian Government after Independence. chart 

Pn economic, soclo-catnst {Rtsaration, enshrined Iuorantece inte Const tuUOn 

ational upliftment of Scheduled Tribes 


fren mia oe a yh 
terms, wath the other. Feetings of resentmant against outsiders and virtual rejection 


of the outsiders among a section of itis 
fabpesiness, about their forsee” OF kibals indicate their uncertainty and a sense Of 


Expressing ideals of the pluratist 
Bel ane Pluralistic heritage of India, a statesman of 1950 has 


‘Every flower has the right to grow according to its own laws of growth: ... 0 
‘read its ow fragrance to make ip the coma beauy and pend OF 
the garden, | would not tike to change my roses into ilies nor my titles Into ses. 
Nor do I want to sacrifice my tovely orchids of rhodadendcons of the hills 


In the words of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: “inere i no point in trying to make 
them a second rate carbon copy of ourselves.” 


Until quite recently, the exception has been that ja the march of progress the 
tidal form would gradually weaken and give way to more advanced modern form of 
secal cohesion. The sheer persistence ond resilience of tribal identities in India raises 
Certain sues of immense significance: 

(8) Should the conceptual ground upon which the prevalent categorisation and 
Understanding of the nature of the tribal identity 's predicated be re-examined? 
Ut would indeed be an exceedingly difficult proposition for anyone to state that 
all the varied communities listed 3s tribes in the schedules fully conform to the 
notion of a tribal comunity in its classical sense) 

{b) What constitutes the distinctive substance in the historical texture of relationships 
‘and sensibilities, in relation to tbat identity in inate? 


(0) Maat the nature of reassertion of tribal Kentity io the modern context ?- And 


jes does this feassertion make avaiable for a serious 
‘30d human survival, as alto the nature 
reconsideration of the problem of ecolosy, 8 
{and role of the modern state and modem development ? 


ci a 
of se guns ne nr oe ei 


() What kind of possibitit 


theaningful consideration 
etails that touch upon the al 
GF tnbal cohesions 
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Such reappraisal would pemnage netp, casity te, CAN Specrent oe 
bosses mat could rome remure mada the Hace COE 
modern predicament (Sharma : 1994). 
in iba areas ha 
Ins scenario we may the to note that he pba Leds Ete ey 
been a viet of the party spacey when the Oibal ates Fp they Delong 
are quichly submerged in the main concern of the political party 10 WAVE Net ee 
and in these, there is at best 2 nominal place for the taba issues OF £ 
back-numbers in the modern wortd. 75 
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Taken form the FINAL REPORT ON THE MAJOR SETTLEMENT OPERATION IH 
MORAPUT DISTRICT: 1938-641 (Publshed atthe Orissa Government Press dated 19- 
1966) 


Koraput was declared as Scheduled district as defined in Acts XIV and XV 1874, 
‘The above Acts are applicable to the Agency tracts of Ganjam and Vizagpattnam 
district of the Madeas Presidency and Koraput was in Vizagoattam district. The Acts 
came into force on 14 August, 1917 and the entire population of Koraput was declared 
6 the Hill-Tribes. Hill-tnbe as defined in the Agency tracts interest and land transfer 
‘Act means: : 


“Any body oF class oF persons resident in the Agency tracts (not being a Land -hotder 
under Madras Estates Lond Act le, the Maharaja of Jeypare) that may from time to 
time be notified os such for the purpose of the Act by the State Government)” 


‘The original notification of the Government of Madras defining hill a 
tsued in ication ho T2HOMe (ial) dated the 25th Seraury 198, Te 
Complete list is given below, tn the Constitution of India, 1950 order the Hill-tribes 
were divided into Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Castes and Other Backward Classes, 


It seems, the experts and the theoreticians have divided the whole popul 
Koraput region anisesaly without taving any sclentine paromsete aioe eee 
ethical co design developmental activities in Koraput vegion keeping th view the atove 
Said artificial divisions. Thus the then Government of India's Prosnior Orgameecion 
the Anthropological Survey of India says: ft ! 


any discussion of tribes in India as to proceed from 
Gomministrative ond potcicat concept in ingia™ ‘the assumption that o tribe is 09 


{The Scheduled Tribes: K § Sing 
luled Tri i, 
‘Oxford University Press : 1974)" 


UST OF HILL TRIBES OF KORAPUT 
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THE KANDHA OF KANDHAMALS DURING BRITISH RAJ 


Sorat Chandra Mohanty * 


In the wilderness of the undating hi river valleys of 
the Eastern Ghats region tives fascinating Kuk apesiing ibe called, the Kanda WhO 
are numerically the largest among the 62 tribat communities of Orissa. They identify 
Wemsetves as KUL, KUINGA, KUL ENJU, KUI LOKU or KU! LOK but their neighbours call 
them Kandha. The foreign culers and ettnographers referred tem as KOND, KHOND, 
HONDH etc, As far as thelr sociat organzation and cultural pattern are concerned the 
tibesmen form a species by themsetves, This tbe wes famous for their customary 
practice of human sacrifice (Merion 


Centuries ago i.¢., in August 1836 this tribe for the first time featured very 
prominently for their heinous practices of temate infanticide and human sacrifice In 
the report of Mr. Russell to the Madras Govemnment. Thereafter papers and articles on 
various cultural aspects of the tribe were published in various magazines and journals. 
Acting upon this information the Beitish Government appointed Colonel Campbell who 
was succeeded by Captain McPherson as assistant to the Collector of Ganjam to 
suppress such Neinous practices, 


‘The British Government was quite concemed to stamp out the barbarous 
practices and restore peace and order in the territory. At that time the entire region 
inhabited by the Kandha was in a state of insurrection, disorder and violence. The 
practical measure, which Mr, Russell proposed to the British Government for achieving 
the objective, was to rovive the fairs, formerty held in different (ocaltties and to 
establish markets in other places, He thought that the Kancha would be attracted to 
such fairs and market centers where they would easily get their coveted articles such 
as sal, salt fish, brass utensils, scarlet red woolen blankets and coarse cotton clothes 
Ma lesser cost, They used to get these favourite articles solely from their lowland 
Ieghbours either through barter oF at 2 igh price. He further thought that the market 
Centers would provide opportunities to the Kangha for seeing and desiring possession 
of many new articles of foreign merchandise. This would create conditions for the 
Tiitish atficiats to have close interaction with the tribesmen and influence them as to 
‘ve up their horrible superstitious Deliets and practices without applying force. 


(cers understood well that a t 
After meeting the tribesmen the British off a 
condemning Numan tacrifice and female infanticide and giving punizhment to the 
fenders Would prove abortive and javalve 2 compromvse of character. Therefare, 
they they te develop a friendly relationship with them and persuade them to refrain 
feain the inhuman practices using conciliatory measures and moral force rather than 
ine of rower and force. Apart from reviving the fairs and market Centers as suggested 
Oy Power ane Meh were discontinued fOr some reason oF the other, other steps 
taken to tne Brigah officers. for influencing. the Kandha were establishment of 
Trenaahy arch nem through direct contact and Dy strictly intercicting the army and 
Camp followers from entering their villages and meddling in any way with them or with 
Peano the British authorties ike Campbell and McPherson who were 


a 


sritory 20d SUPBFESNG the 
enttusted with the vesponsibty of administering the ter"tOny 207 NEDTEETES te 


custom of human sacrifice and female infanticide could he least application of 
Superstitions by non-violent means to a tacger extent with be apptied. Tr 
force. But under certain compelling circumstances, force fad to be 2pPteG thes 
Kangha being 8 bald mountainous folk rose in revalt against adrmwatstratien At there 
were several encounters between the troops and che rebel tribals. Finally te SMushan 
was brought under control. To supplement the measures ee a f Ke re 
Government, the aharajs of Jeqpore Zamindari to which the Kandha of Korapy 
belonged, intraduced 2 new festival calles, sro-parad daring the festrval of ea 
thuman) sacrifice. This measure succeeded largely in reptacing the human beings with 
the bultaloes for sacrifice durog the festa. 


as 1 by a buts 
After the human sacrifice stopped, the human being was replaced 
and sith it the name of the festival changed from Merio to Keds. But other items of 
the rite such as the duration of the festivities, the solernnity with which the rite way 
being observed and the joyous congregation of people remained as before. 


Thus tribe became known to the administrative as-well as academic world fer 
its superstitious beliefs and practices. Gut the thorns and thickets of the wildernes, 
‘and the unhealthy climate of the Kandha country which was notorious for malaria 
deterred free access to the area and getting first hand knowledge about the tribe 
However. with passage af time and development of road communication entry ito the 
area and contact with the tribe became possible. In those days scholars tke Balt, 
Risley, Thurston, Russell and Huatal have left behind a few pages af ethnographic 
Accounts about the teibe in thew published works. Later many Docks, articies and 
ates on the tribe have come up an the census reports and research journals, 


Population f Distribution 


Numerically, the Kangha constitute the largest tribe among the tribes of 
Orissa. tn this regard it is nat only a major tribe of Onssa state Bur alse one of tt 
Major tobes of the caunty, According to Ube Census of 2001 the total nopuatio a 

we Kandha is 13 95 64) (6 88 402 males and 7 G7 241 females). Though thev 
Doputation Is unevenly speead throughout the State, their main cercentreree ir 
sounnern Orisa. Geographically, weir stronghold Hes in the central restore! 
Nanghamal district. Rayagada cegion (Raysgada Gsenct} and. southern ot 
{erstwhile Kasipur and Manulpatna areas) of Eastern Ghats Region. 


‘The decadat grawth rete of Kandha population 7 4 
percent 204, Ue x rai 127 female pee 15SG ages 20 22 
fred, 87 percent a agua 37 Speen a args ar ha eel 
State's total tribal population and total population respec tivety, cies 


‘The Kandha Country: 


In the cecent paste. in Brits India, the country o 

in the regin northwards. terminating on the edge ot te he Kanchas was suet 
tornog dum ak wes tit a re Seated otter that sete Mat 2 
of Ganjam onthe south-east and more abruptly to the vaay qh ne one 10 He BME 
Bout State onthe north “Ceosrphicaly he waaay oe Nanaran 8 
Kaname 90 homoge ween par he gaara AM ae 


a 


loftiest partion of the plateau. is intersected in all directuons by the sumerous lateral 
ramincations of the Ghats which break up the surfsce of the country into small 
‘epressions of comparatively smalt feriity. The eastera hal of the Kandhamals contain 
larger and more open and fertile valleys, The ethnogrephical features of this Kendha 
country were in keeping with its geographical variations. The western portions of the 
Kandhamals were mhabited by the wilder and more primitive groups who, with the 
exception of a few headmen, who speak no language but their own, and whose wore, 
went about with only a piece of cloth round the lions, leaving the breast uncovered 


Nomenclature: 


The nomenclature of the tribe as recorded by the ethnographer’, historians, 
aan sneaks te kt a nd someon ee 
is KOND, KHOND, KONDH, KANOHA etc. These are the names (he non tribal people 
have given them. 


Their non tribal neighbours called them KANDHA, probably because they are 
hill dwellers and as such, they tive on foots and tubers they collect from the hills and 
jungles: In Tolugy the hill Is termed 'KONDA" and the Oriya word meaning roots and 
tubers is "KANDA", Though the origin of the name KANOHA is still obscure, it might 
have originated from KONDA or KANDA But the foreign and indian officers and writers 
hhave spelled the name a KOND, KHOND, KONDH 


“The Kandha trite is variousty Known. They are catled the Khond or the Kandha 
‘of the fond, according to the usage of the term in vogue in different places in which 
they live, But whatever be the terminology used, it refers to the same tribe. The 
people of that class call themselves the Kandha as a result of their contact with the 
Oriyas...This nomenclature ts believed to have cone from the Telugu language i which 
the word "Konda' means a small ill as well as che hillemen. The territory in which the 
Kandho reside in large concentration is called, the Kandhamal, ‘mat’ in Oriya signifying 
a hill tract, The other name of Phulbani district is Boud-Kandhamat, and the northern 
portion of the Ganjam district, which adjoins the Kanghamal, is called, the Kandha 
‘Maliah, meaning the ill tract inhabited by the Kandha.” (Patnaik et al, 2006) 


According to Thurston (1908) “The Telugu people call them Kotuvandtu, The 
fongin af the name Khond is doubtful, but Macpherson fs, 1 think, right in deriving tt 
from Telugu ‘Konda’, a hill, There 6 a tribe in Vizagapatam called Konda Dora or 
Konda Kapu, and these people are also frequently called Kotuvandiu. All these names 
are derivatives of the root Ko and Ku, 3 mountain.” 


Famous British Linguist, G.A. Grierson wrote, “The tribe is commonly known 
under the name of Khond, The Oriyas call them “Kandhe" and the Telugu people, 
“Gonds' or "Keds". The name which they use themselves is "Ku' and their language 
should accordingly be denominated as “Ku 


in course of time, though the tribesmen have accepted the name KOND, 
KitoND, KOFIDI, KANDHA a= bestowed upan them by the fon KANDHAS, they identify 
themselves ag Ul, KUINGA, KU! ENJU, KUI LOKU of KU! LOK. 


“ud. Maltby (aadras Cit Service) reported fn The Ganjor District Manuat (1862) 
& (ror Eo eb eoman, 1918) thst in origin the name of Kend in Teleu was "Kod 
ap Ee oe. SEEN LOKO” and the Rhonds call themseives ‘Kul in plral Kune. 
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loka or Kui-eniu’, Me 
Risety (1891) wrote “The Kondhs call themsetves 25 Kok 
Sysonyms of the Kandh ave Konan, Khoa, Ku loka, Ku pAuaretire 
Fel & Lal (1916) opned “The eb cat trscives Ru 10 0 Ha 
Which may possibly be derived fram Ko of Ku, 8 Telugu ae 
refer to themselves. ‘Kond' is ay 
wo, Kondho or Kandla wich 
sm khonds oF Konahs 


"'Kuvingo oF Kuinga are the words Konds wie 10, 
analicized form of the Oriya same for them Kondo, Kondo, Ms 
Konds alsa often used. 19° Century sources mostly cal 
WPadet, 2000) 


The people who speak the Kui language are generatly known 28 KOrds, Khon 
‘or Kandhs, though they call themsetvas Kuinga,” (Winfield, 192 


Spi Sl Gere reap ‘ 
shove Ter ga i ara et oa i le ihe ho 


Im a titerature of the British period #t has been reported “The Kandhus, 
however, always spask of themmietves 05 Kul Loku, tc. the Kui speaking people, and of 
their language as the Kur Kata ‘e. the Kui langusge. The name Kandha is 331d to be 
sven to them and their Language by their neighbours. Kul is a Kandha word meaning 
above oF aloft: the tribal name therefore, (erally means the lofty or lordly people 
‘ho Superior race or te masters of the high country.” 


The Kandhas have a great many family tiles suffived to their names of which 
the nvost common ace Maka, Kahanra, Padhan, Majhi, Waike and Ghatol; bese! 
these, the names Jhankar (from Jaker), Jan‘, Dehuri and Bshauk are applied to tho 
who perform priestly functions or assist at ‘rituals and sacrifices, Malka, Kahana, 
nankae and Jan) ave purely Kandhs titles, and the rest appear to have been borrowed 
{rom outsiders, Padhan isa common ttle of the Sundis, while Maj, Nathe ara Denar 
are found in the Sudha caste, while Majhi, Naika and Dehuri are found in the Sud 
Caste, and Bahauk among the Kenats, The majority of the people bee ure enue 
‘alka and Kananra: the former, which means head of chiet, is suppose te be ie 
tie o te eer sot, wate Katara said tobe a corruption of erent ny 
Kandha small oF infenor. to one part of the country, the people Baty eee 
raat, 2 tile $34 {0 have Beeo conferred upon thelr ancestons fy they 
end a corruption of zamidar, which fs these part means a7 es 
cageato, The caters beng « inwnctae cles cf cacgte, it wes toe sent 
ae oat ete Ko on A et ge a 


Language 
The kandha speak a tanguage of their own. tis & Dea 

aileterh vida language which es 
{wa reslonal variations suchas Kun" spoken by a majotty of 4 iaegunee rr a 
Koraput, Halahard nd lang dnc and Ke spond, Randa of uni 
the Puls aan SK Spears to ane ange Kanha ho te 
we un acculatedae arta orm of Kn pe Sura cnet 
of Koraput, other tnbal communities os - . Besides the 
datap Dora and Konda Dor wo Nave cose any oa ot: Pera, Penga-Pa 
“with a little adenixture of Telugu. fandha also speak Ku! 


rigla of the Tribe: 


No rellabte bnformation cegarding the origi of the tribe Is 
thal they came from the Central Provinces. Others state that they were drive Ht 
ina the plats of the Ganjam dstrlct, an so acceant forthe taaarity between ere 
trnguage and Telegu. According to an early etinographer Mr. Friend Peralta: Ott y 
vague tradition that they wore ditven away by a stronger race trom the tact UIT 
consettutes the modern Gaya district in northora india and gradually found Wier” Oty 
tivoogh Chota Nagpur and the Gondwana to the nils that form thelr present here 
‘The old men of the trtbo relate a story that they formerly lived at a place cat 
Siambtl Onmbull adjoinig a hgh range of hits named Derhsarw somewhere 19 Ganjam 
a the Contsat Provinces, Pusiied back fram the fertle lands below, they at las 
summoned up courage to clin the hls, wich has hitherto appeared to therm to be 
the end of the wortd, and saw before them far away In the distance a large tract of 
apparently uninhabited jungle country. They were not slow in making up chelt minds 
tw occupy the area. They promptly scated the hills, and driving before therm the tess 
ware Inhabitants of the country, teak possession of the Kandhamals and the 
swroundiig tracts, IC is evident that they migrated in large numbers, for they very 
12en completely ousted the former accupoats, who now exis in scattered hamiets In 
Sespalla and other neighbouring areas, while nok of them one isto be seen wathin the 
Kovdhamals, the stronghold of the Kandas. These people, who ae known as the Kurs, 
ae 9 scattered race given to cultivation and other peaceful employments, and some 
‘ay Una i was from them that the Kandhas tearnt to tl he SoH. One story as it that 
the Kurs gave up thelr holdings peaceably ta the Kendhas and disappeared from the 
country by ascending into the clouds, They are remembered with feelings of gratitude 
tnd reverence by the Kandhas, who claim thei a5 elder brothers, calling them the 
festiborn, and themselves the youngest bora of Jarno Peny, the Creator, and invoke 
thal blesting at the annual sacrifices, The Kurrus are known to have smoked tobacco 


availabe, Somme Say 
ere driven back 


‘Tiibal organization: 


The Kandhas are divided {ato a number of exogamous divisions having a 
commen ancestor accupying distinct locations. Each of these local divisions 4s called a 
‘tha, and has a separate name and a separate head. In some cases the members of 
one sept have spread themselves over two or more muthas and intermarriage. 15 
Prohibited within the whole group, though In other respects the people contider 
themselves to be quite distinct from one another. On the other hand, people ef 
diferent families who happen to settle in diferent villages within the same metho 
freely Intermarry with tele neighbours. One such muta (Arageka) containing: 19 
‘ferent families 15 to be found in the Kandhamals: and groups of as many as TB ang 
11 muthas are known, e.g, the Athara Mutha Kanghas of Ganjam and the Eoara Man 
Kandhas of the Kandhamals. is 


‘The Kanchas do not usualy speak of their muthe but of thelr 
fas: oid teraly, tele Uneage), whch sa abbreviated for of trees Ss ot 
faunder of the sept. The ward gondo {body} sufttxed to the f¢ oy # of the 
{name of the sept and mutha. Mendl ft another sutfix, meaning a reor vives SME 
{en appied in ridicule to those Kanchas wo fled, ina battle with the Hadgarh ich has 
‘ath har arms shouldered, tke the hoon of a ram, whieh are curved west poem 


os 


yor posters (Kut, 
it $= the Kumhars OF tianga), 

tan TE AG 2b three neon ae aor comets (SETATEA), Wy 
wether tom cide oe Tom mc acoatn (UE TOs plea! 
ceeupations of euitivation ian lees ic one ‘Kamar has the highest Pos 
cored rer Aang hee tee 05 ‘wo ae bart 

st jite the other m 
si wctenose aac th tee eat comaeres nciean (Ine F38 wf 
Haris {Oomengs and Gshenga}, The latter are debarred from Gravina WAH om te 
village well, and must live apart in a settlement of thelr own at mare se: PI ‘nr 
the main vilage. This fy not the case im the Ganjam Matias, where the, Fans on 
Kandhas live side by side. tn a great part of the Kandhamals, the Pal s aestnce a 
tush ru cane peng my emer nae oF uC» KAN io 
<soming sere 


among the Kandhas henscves, weve are no prohions rege sit 
tera Ind un a stg tg, 0c tha ec wh 
the non-Kandhas, a gradual change ts now observable in the abandonment of certain 
‘old customs and the acquisition of new ones quite foreign to the tribe, tn the eastern 
tocatities, where there has been a large influx of foreigners, the Kandhas abstain fron 
beef and pork, wear imported cloths discarding coarse home-made stuffs, crop their 
hair and in addition to their Kandha oaths, swear on and read the Haribansa Pothi or 
Hindu religious books; while the women have given up tattooing their faces ard 
Destin fom igor eve are te pple who cal themselves mars, Many of ew 
‘have forgotten their language and others make pretence of not knowing it, Oriya hat. 
‘in fact, ousted Kui as their mother tongue. They have formed themselves into a caste, 
and took with great aversion on the Pans and Haris, going so far as to say that their 
touch and shadow ore contaminating. They are now kwon to their more barbarous 
Kinsmen as Sassi Kandhas [Sassi from soiba, to go or depart, meaning foreigner), 
Bagra (mixed), white those who still observe their ancestral customs are called Avis 
Xandhas, Intercourse with these aborigines has similarly left its mark upon the Onyt 
saute fr buffaloes are freely offered and stain at their annual sacrifices: wild pit 
are cag and tered forthe marnge feat, 

mine en a he Ea Kah Sek thir wes omy ny 
Kandhos pot from the arash ween 
smercourse The Sas ofthe Kandhamas prefer to get ices ohne el 
do not go so far as to deny hospitality to their Arta brethren, ane 


from the ibe. ll the members of the tribe are considerey eral etcopiruncalit 
sood a another, Their pride forbids them acknomlecgaee °% wal and one sept at 
saan fom nee aia telon ened 
foturn, Marnages with outsiders ae never heord of, wocon Geert” 9 give 8 grt 
members of the tribe consenting to live with foreigners 

of an unclean caste entails perpetual excommunicatignn, yy 


refers a Kandha wile, 3s consented, & neve 
Prefers a andha wie, ase oes care abt a woman wpe cc, Katana ROWE 
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teetngs 000 #coffs at his religion. Within cach sept or mutha We 
ferry af govertunent stilt flourishes vnth great vigour. 

tig aba (Father) the Mutha Malika or Kahanra as he 1s ca 
tie way, its own aba or headman, The offices are heredity 
spd behasiour and fliness of the holders. Children oFe © 

goat parents ard dO not separate during thew life time. Gut > 
theif Pind children, form 2 single family under the contiol of the grand father. The 
Feople of the village and even settlers are called father oF Tmother of brother 2 
Peter, according to the relationship ia whvch they stand to One Mpnother, Disputes are 
serred to a traditional council of elders; this council 16 ‘appealed to by all classes and 
its decisions are very rarely disputed, 


village Organization and Territorial Rights: 

In those days, the Kandhas held thei fand diectly (tm Governery They 
had no other landlord and claimed permanent rights in the son, Ty themselves, 
aad ree attained the postion of petty andtords by the srant of & portion of teil 

to their poorer retatives, Under tenants were Never supposed (0 

Seauire ony permanent right of eccupancy in their nolci ‘ind were expected [0 
ae Migwledge the claims of their landlords by the yearly git (math rent) of some rice, 
goat and some liquor, Their tenure depended salety O° Bee will and prosperity: 
leave, They had 0 


they may be ejected srmply by being told to | 
ifice to the earth- 


goddess. upor 


the owner 0 
third of a half of the yield being the usual quantity 
arvancys though the Kandhas have much land that they couls profitably lay out in this 


vray gome of them owning extensive Roldings Wwe! ooo the high lands to their 
akieae Brethren, neither seeking nor getting any mutha rent feom them, 


‘They were not under any londiord until the Mustafa ot ‘Muthart system was 
antroduceg Even after these intermediaries come «to Power We Kandha continued to 
wniraduced, Etthey mere the lanclords. The villages where, Ie Kandha resided were 
grouped into severat Muthos, aad gach HUt?S Wa ‘homogenous in clan composition. In 
wie ye tere was more land in eelation to population ‘and the Kandha were in 
possession of large holdings. 
mate issue, his land passes to tis nearest mate 
relations und is alvided equally among them. They rest atocts the widow and the 
Geogr if any, and get the latter married er they grow up. Women in Kandha 
socary cormot hoid land. But chey can claim marceret 4s stated earlier the joint 
sty capraystem preva amongst the hil Kaper wath regard to the ownership of 
(ar tne ypcople of each village, on a (araer Scale, and those of a Mutha own ther 
jointly. Outsiders cannot stand within 2 Mutha. Each Mutha 1s generally 
eenpesed of a single sept oF clan, and terete, Oe ‘outsider who does not belong to 
Cerise sept and fs not & bonafide earseet of the Mutha has no right to 
fcquistion of land in the Mutha. More Over, 2° ‘outsider who is not related by bloed to 
the peopte of the Mutha is upon as an intertoper, and, in no case, he Is allawed 
Cea iy permanent right of occupancy Meir holdings. 


or 


In the traditionat Kondh society of the past. their Soiee ae 
governed their soci teractions and revgned supreme 0 feBUaie A a a oe 
tnvesmen or nrg cil cna conor, nthe ron, thei ted 
of the forces of cutre conse. pared rogres® emeelves 
Se eae CRS cones: Places Oe parva ws cormiden Mer eeSS ge 
tone group of people being the Kus Laku fe. the Rul speaking PEOPIe HY Cre 
of one Earth Goddess the Dare Pens sit continue to ty co retain he Nee ey 
{caditional society with the abjectwe of maintaining thew Separate 


+ geaareh OAVERT, SESTRTI, BRB one Rasy 
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FUNDING FOR TRIBALDEVELOPMENT IN ORISSA: 
SOURCES, FLOW AND DEPLOYMENT 
DURING FIVE YEAR PLANS 


Nishakar Panda * 


Finance finally transfers poticy into action by mabilsing ifferent forces. Finance 
plays a crucat role because it moblites real force for aeMevement of gout. THETefOr, 
its size and distribution of the totat among various programmes are of critical 
importance for the tribal development process, Some prowremvaes are centrally sited 
with matching contribution by the state and central governments. Some programmes 
are fully funded by the central government ar by the state government. 


SOURCES AND PATTERN OF FUNDING 


‘The financing pattern of tribal development programmes was modified during the 
Fifth Plan hile warking out the sub-plan stretegy.Reponal imbalance was the main 
focus in the system of assistance provided by the central government in the form of 
central or centrally sponsored programmes. It was recognised that the gulf between the 
ibal areas and other areas would continue to grow unless the major thrust of tribal 
development was provided by the concerned sectoral authorities. & new strategy of 
systematic quantification for tribal development was envisaged. 

Resources for the tribal development programmes have been pooled {rem various 
sources viz. (i) outlay from the state plan (f) flow from central/centrally sponsored 
programmes of the central mintstries, ti) special central assistance and (iv) insitutior 
finance, as detailed below. 


State Plan 

Financial provisions for tribal areas have been made from the state's five-year 
plans keeping in wew (a) the total population of the area, (b the geographical area (c) 
the comparative level of development and (c) the state of socal services for tribal areas, 
3S stipulated in the guidelines of the central government. The state plan outlays 
Compre of “divsible” and. “non-divsible” components, Those investments whose 
bengfits do not or cannot flow to ary specific region or a particular target group may be 
talled the roreaivisible portion. The actual of due share of benefits fram this component 
Shoudd be ensured to tribal region. Hence, there is weight age in allocation of funds to 


the tribal areas 


to the guidelines of the centrat government, the process of 
tit funds has been reflected in the State's budget. Each subshead of a 
ar ean, the eugee of sectoral aitratve department & spit up inte te 
parts: One reflecting the share of the Lave tai es fate) for the tribal sub- 
Plan areas and the other part reflecting the rest ofthe provision, Siace, the 
fuantification of funds in the state plan resources for tiation in the wribal areas 6 
Siront sanastory, diversion of state plan funds tothe non-sub-plan area is prohibited, 


Pursuant 
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Central/Centrally Sponsored Programmes 


‘The Planning Commission has stipulated that the central MIELE CT aking in to 
sais Mer etree 9 eed ei an 
sels Fann ris ovens ete Prat re. TY SOREL Oe 
seg te or reo cl TEE fog we he, at SOP 
heeping in view the requicements of the tnbal areas. After identieSNe™ Oy City lp 
Beer gang eens fe Oe cee mr ae 
Pinner en tags ooeet 


at minstries 2nd departments 


they consider important {or 


‘The central minties asst those schemes, which they constiNe COTA Te 


tribal areas an for which sate resources are nadequate 
Drogrammes and mo rsa The central inetres thus quanty funds and! 38 2 ret 
Such funds are reflected in thee respective budgets so that they 3 ral MUMIStries, 
Gjversion of funds earmaried Yor snip ares in he budget of the Cental mnie 
Decomes necessary on any account, this will de cone with the at tems which: 
Planning Commission and the Mirwstry of Home Alfaws. Some of the importa 101 ifrigatwon, 
218 supplemented by the central minisies are shifting cultivation, mine Agaion 
‘medium irrigation, horticulture, pastures and cattle development, tOssar sla 
agricultural research, marketing and credit, elementary and adult education, quatitat . 
Improvement of eaten, dsiouton of health sesces, special health Measures fr 
declining tribes, drinking water, rural roads development, rural electrification, 
evelopment of hiekerand of ixkael and ming Complore, ete 


Special Central Assistance: 


The Ministry of Home Affairs, which 1s the nodal ministry (or tribal development, 
operates the special central assutance. The role of the special central assistance 1 \o 
connect the missing links w tribal arcas. It 1s fike & gap filler 4e., to make avotlable 
{asources for specially relevant schemes for which funds are otherwise not in sight. 
Hence, the special centrat assistance is just an additive to the state plan resources and 
centrally sponsored schemes and thus supplementary in character, It ts to supplement 
the specially relevant schemes with particular focus and emphasis on the economic 
development of the tobals. The dstribution of special central assistance: amorig IM 
state governments being done on the basis of d three-factor formula. It coke inte 
consideration the teibal population in the state, area occupied by the Scheduled Tribe 
Population and the factor that cepresents the inverse proportion of met uemene 


Broduct of the state, The tree components determine the share inthe proporte of 


Institutional Finance 


consttven + 

plan outlay. W adkls ta the financial resources eequired for the, devetapmans cl cs : ‘A 

rosramme ‘for economic 

central assistance and centrat plan schemes. The losn peed state plan, soe 

Afferent financial institutions in the commercial and cooperative ride to low from 
i sectors. 
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In the formulation of programmes, specific ee ya and the target 
srup Leto flay need wa ety tne ad comes vet arg th 
individual tribals afe to be given the highest prionty inthe field of aqicuture, 2 tribal 
family's provided 50 per cent subsidy, Another 50 per cent is the loan companent {rom 
the financial institution. Similar arrangements are made in the Held of horuculture 
sericulture, animal husbandry, small irigation, forestry, cottage and smal sodsti 


Non-Plan Resources 


Besides these, there is an umbrella region in the financiat picture, This is the 
sonplan budget ofthe stot gorenmnetprammes toe up Im eaure 9 an 
perlod. Wt gets transferred to the non-pian side at the ed of the plan period. The funds 
for maintairing the eartier plan programmes are taken to be committed to the non-pla" 
bbudget maintenance of services created as a part of the plan activity. It is provided by 
the award of the finance commission. The depressing aspect in respect of tribal areas Is 
that the development effort in these areas having s0 far been scanty, the eon-plan 
Sector has remained exiguous. Some sectors are financed in the main fram the non’plan 
side €.g, education, health, cooperation, agreulture. 


" 
FLOW AND DEPLOYMENT OF RESOURCES 


With the change in priorities and imperatives of development administration and 
consequent change in the administrative structure the financial arrangements for tribal 
evelopment have also undergone changes, The taunching of tribal sub-plan since the 
Fifth Five-Year Plan witnessed significant growth in the share of public incerest for 
tribal areas,” 


Flow of Funds from State Plan 
While in the First Plan barely one per cent of the total National Plan outlay was 


Pr 
Fees Systematic quantification of funds trom diferent sources and sector for tribal 
Geclopment in tribal areas and setting of milestones under diferent prograrrmes and 
developer salient features of the tribal development programmes in the state” In 
te glelins, has been ind down rpc tnd re 6 aparana by a 
ce fa ene development of sub-plan areas and the quantum of allecation in 
the Departments for tr “plan to those areas must not fll short of the proportionate 
ae cate. Eormaring of funds for Tribal Sub-Plan areas ae displayed 
encarned Departents 02 sparate mic end whch ane be 
outlay, flow to teak ‘area and percentage flow fram 
diverted, Total state plan OU. Tooting the state are indicted in Tablet asunder, 


mn 


Table 1. Plan-Wise Flow Of Funds Under State Plan 


(Rs, ja takhy Ss 
Plan Periods ‘oie Sate Plan | Flow for Taibat | Percentage to 
‘Outlay Development to tone 
‘TSP Areas 
5.41 
3:50 
285 
Fourth Plan (19% Be] 
Fifth Plan (1974-79) 14-33 
‘Sixth Plan (1980-85) 35.55. 
‘Seventh Plan (1985-90) 35518 
Eighth Plan (1992-97) 23.28. 
Ninth Plan (1997-20027 a28 


Source: Government documents. 


Tablet presents a grim picture of the financial diversion for tribal 
‘evelopment. The allocation of funds for Tribal Sub-Plan Areas from First to Fourth Flan 
feriod was low. The lowest was during the Fourth Plan with only 1.73 per cent flow, 
‘The percentage figures did not exceed 5.41 per cent during the first four Plan periods. 
|t was only from the Fifth Plan onwards that the percentage flow increased with the 


Nghest of 35.55 per cene during the Sheth Man period. The Now of funds Is (0 TSP 
clearly depicted in fig. apn ee : 


Fig. 


Outlay and Expenditure during Plan Periods 


As discussed in foregoing pages, besides State Plan, funds from different other 
sources aod sectors were earmarked for tribal development programmes viz, CERt'a) 
Plan, centrally Sponsored Plan and Special Central Assistance. The outlay and 
expenditure of all these sources during different plan periods of the state under tbat 
development programmes are indicated in Table- 2,3 and 4. 


Table: 2 : Outlay& Expenditure Under State Sector 


SUNG | Five Year Plans | Out lay | Expenditure | Percentase 
o 

Expenditure | 

7 Frest Plan CLL 100 
jecond Plan 380.00 a7.37 

3. Third Pian 463.00 C. 30.22] 
4 Fourth Pian 385.00 | "364.38 | 98.84 

Ser Fifth Plan 1,735 00 14,167.07 | 71.25] 
6 Sixth Plan | 53,319.00} 47,099.81 ‘saa 
7 Seventh Plan 478,905) 99,467.93 | 55.60 
rs Cighth Blan —| 95,801.37 | 137,774.92 59-18 
3 Winkh Plan —[ 343,153.17 | 235,487.32 68.61 


Source: Government documents. 

Table- 2 and 3 depicts the outlay and expenditure pattern and the various 
sources of finance far tribat develaprneat programmes. The totsl outlay weighs out total 
expenditure inmost of the Plans. Total expenditure falling short of the total outtay has 
been a cardinal feature in various Plans. 


Table- 3: Outlay and Expenditure under Central Sector in Orissa 


(Rs.in lakh) 
ST] Five Year Central pian @ ©.5,.P, | Special Centray | 
no | _Plens _|__ Assistance 

Gailey —; Expendivaré [outlay] Bipencitare 
T[ Hirst Plan _| 116 78 = ve : : 

I2_[ Second Plan | 336.7! 326-58 = = 
3_| Thed Plan 378.67 94 = = 
<Lrourth Plan 488.501 $58.00 a — 
Sy Firth Plan "25457 | Pode s7 [33674 | 3,707.0 

ith Blan [10,767.00 _| 11,743.02 | 5,659.00 | 5,844.55 

7 [Seventh Flac OF | 55,252.73 | 14,724.37 | 9,116.71 
HY eighth Flen_| 49,858.82 | $5.965.10 | v6.757.80 | 16,500.58 
FE Stnireh Plan | 120,283.28 | 120,180.28 | 75,190.10 | 28,849.95 


Source: Government documents. 

This ptcture, however, 5 nat the same in case of individual sectors. There are 
exceptions in expenditure under state sector during the Fifth Plan period, central plan 
Ganing siath to Eighth Plan, central assistance during Sixth and Ninth Plans. The 
expenditure remained above the outlay in those cases, 


mB 


Table -4 
vent Programmes 


otal Outlay an ure under Tribal Developm 
Total Outlay and Expendit der Tribal Developmen! th) 


[Stno] Five year] Total Outlay | Expenditure | Percental 
lans i 
7 it Plan 227.87 100,00 
[Second Flan [640.58 9217 
3 Third Plan 7 —Fa5.37 88. 5 
4 Fourth Plan) 942.38 1B) 
Fifth Plan | 107.72 
Sixth Plan 92.81 
7 venth Plan | $F 7 
S87 Eighth Plan] 5 
Coco daer tan [a 78.69 


Source: Government documents 

The overall scenario is not so gloomy and discouraging as far as total outlay & 
expenditure both under state and central sector is concerned. Percentage of 
expenditure was quite significant and even more than the outlay in two instances 
‘though a declining tiend in expenditure was noticed after the sixth five year plan 
(Tablo:4). 8 marked mismatch between oullay & expenditure (rom seventh five year 
awards is evident from Fig.lh. 


Fig. 


Outlay & Expenditure for tribal 
Development Programmes 


TO ul lay 
Mexpenditure 


To sum up, higher outlay does not always necessarily 
sas a is cl doe ot ee vectrtynaun ti nce 
ppractaimed by the Constitution. Fixation of milestones, implementation SN Bleed 

sched 


” 


and reatsation of pre 
ar seat of bredetned goals ae the bau cara of any deveooment poticy 
‘exp pace withthe allocation so that the desied results ¢20 be 


tepected, There is always vel 
cere ENO abatpatiat | ECCT, he AAS ane erpeNAENT: The gap, 


+ Qr. No, 1/008, BDA Apartment, Nilakantha Nagar, Bhubaneswar-75101Z, 
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HH: 
KUTIA KONDH DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (KKDA) LANJIGARI 


A DEVELOPMENT PROFILE 
Ketpane Patnaik * 


Introduction: 


180. which Das 
tia Kondh is one of the section of the largest Konch tnbe of Orissa whi 

boson identified as Primitive Tribal Group (PFGs) on the basis of the enter stipulated BY 
the Govt. af India; during 6 Plan period. They are found mainly n Belghar, Guna, 
Lankagarh, Jhurpant Gram Panchyats of Tumuaibandh Block and in few vilages of 
‘Subarnagiri area of Kotagerh block of Kondhmal district and also in Lanjigarh Bl ing 
Kalanand district, The ciscinctive features of Kutia Kondh are that - they and speak "Kul 
“dialect of Oravidian linguistic family, they claim 3 typical mythical ongin of emergence 
of their tribe out of "Kush meaning 2 big hole on earthy; have well organized clan groups, 
‘raditionat social organizations, village council and functionaries, culture and the (te 
style. They are popularly krown for Meria Festival {human sacrifices in turmeric fhelds) 
in the pre-independence periad. Thay are baskally, shifting cultivators and at present 
subsist on settle cultivation, shifting cultivation, wage earnings and forest collection, 


For the all round development of Kutia Kondhs, two Micro Projects were set up 
in Orissa known as Kutle Kondh Development agency (KKOA), Belghar (1978) and KKDA, 
Lanjigath (1986), which have been functioning till date utilizing funds received under 
Special Central Assistance (SCA) from Govt. of Ind. The total population of Kutia Kondh 
in these two thicro Projects was 6479 which has increased to 8,053 as per Socio-Economic 
Survey conducted by SCSTRTI in 2000-01 and 2007-08 for preparation of Need based 
‘Action Plan for the 10th Five Year Plan and CCD Plan for 11" Five Year Plan respectively, 


Objectives: 
‘The main cbjective of this paper is to give a database and description abput the 
present status of the Micro Project. KKDA, Lanigath, taking Into secoune ot he 
Beneticlary households of 17 Project villages. The paper intended to give more stresseg 
on “Planned Development Inervention” made since inception of ‘the Project wih 
reference to the Project area, resources, people and their sacio-economic condition 


Scop 


4) Teil help researchers, academicians and planners for an academy: 
‘and applied and comparative research, Seacenre seferenca 


ih gad wieneaint ered 
ie en ln in eeepc wil 
st cs 

ne ae ee ee 
ae wn ee eps ttn 


% 


a5 its Chairman; P.A.,ITDA, Thusmuty 
Special Officer, micro Project as Member 


ine financial 
rsttwons, People’s representatives and tribal leaden WN SePartments: finar 


tocation: 

‘The Project covers an area 
‘ub-Division and Thuamul-Rampur 
iTreverue villages of which 3 


fair weather Communications. The Project bedrest Met 
Bhavanipatna, the district hesdauariens of ere + Lanjigarh ts 60 Kms, away fro 


Geo-physical Condition: 


‘The project lies in between 19° OW to 19° 45° N Latitude and 3°20 to 83° 25" 
ELingitude with an elevation of about 1500-1600 feet above the mean sea fevet, The area 
enjoys a comparatively dry climate with a moderate rainfall influenced by southwest 
monsoon, There are three types of soils like soil of laterite ongin, brown forest soil and 
eed soil found in the project area, benetiaal for a sizable production of cereals, pulses, 
stad, groundnut, potato, cotton and large varieties of horticultural crops, There is 
Auurtant floral and faunat growth across the Niyamagyr Hil ranges and its foot ranges. 
River (Bansadhara), rivulets (Masani Nolio, Padarbhatta Natta, Nagatbeda Nafle and Sukha 
Hotta), forest and Minerat resources like Bauxite and unclassified Gnissies including 
‘Singhbhum Granites, Khondalites and Charnockite group and Amothosite, Gaabro - 
Granaphre complex af middle Proterozoic exist in this area. Some of these natural 
femurces were tapped up, urhized and developed for the econamic benefit of the 
teneficiary households during last decades 


Demographic Profile: 

‘There are 17 villages in the Project, which have a total of 687 households (557 
are Kua Kondh households and rest 130 households belong to Lohara, om, Pano, Paika, 
Tali, Sundi and Mali communities) having 3065 (1556 Males « 1509 Females) population, 
The percentage of Kutia Kondh household is 81.085 to the total household of 687 of the 
bWojeet area as per the survey. The population of 557 Kutio Kondh households ts 2442 
fersone (1240 Males « 1202 females) with 2 32x ratio of 969 Females per 1000 Males. The 
‘erage size of the Kutia Kondh household 's approximately 4 persons. 


The total percentage 
“17.22% Females) of which 
‘M years" is more than the 1 
‘hove, This reveals that the Proje 
‘0 tend their children to schools. 
‘Oan two times than the total number of 


The vitage-wise and a sex-wise distribution of population and titerates are given in Table-1 


erates 
a eg Toss Paciage 
ena ce eer eee 
| SESTuIA a = Tze) | 
[Sinise | a0 uaa 
| Gores a Te 386333) 
as i 43 0848 
+ [esaees| — at — Sats) 
a 28s) 
| Renduguda 21 6 aoe 
apur GP. 
= ad u CE Wns) 
| ows | att man 
3_| Kunde ‘7 a io 
| Belem 30 Tr Perea 
[73 Manapadar | es 461 pote 
5 [ Rosbundel BL {a lets 
| Baniongs B w 34 40 00 
a a 
+e 3 Coc ( 
ToialPercentage | 857 THO] 120 teat | 509} 207 746 
s.78)| (8.22) 10000) 6347) }41722)| 0.88) 
Ethnic Profi 


‘The Kutia Kondh inhabiting the Project area is divided into 34 clan groups, Their 
sizes vary between the ranges of minimum 1 household to maximum 127 households, 
Bidnka clan group is the dommnant cian group of the KKOA area followed by Kadraka, 
Jatesiko and Sikoka having more than 60 households (Socio-Economic Survey, 2001-02). 


Landholding: 


‘The project area has 1.25 acres of current fallow, 463.72 acres of wasteland, 
136.89 acees of tand put to non-agricuttural wes, 240.90 acres of permanent pasture 
and grazing tand and 253.74 acres of forestland. Besides, 1526.41 acres of cUdcivated 
land, 0.88 acres of orchard and 13.90 acres kitchen garden of the target beneficiary 
hhousehalds were also present. 


Little information was obtained about the exact area 
fe mown a iting evan oven ction I 
tvethond of Kuta Kardh Rousehais of he Project vitages, Sider cute 

an hiltops and fll slopes rotationally andthe heacman ofthe vilags Baten one 
toed. As many as 4 (V4 fly #100 paral) howsholts degen wees tes 
cultivation having a total of 139 swididen pots (the plo size varies from on, Seine 
‘Ac approximately) The average swidden pots Ger household are 1.22 acres, Cops like 
trinor miles, al, Ragu, fnnd, svar, ko22e, Handle, jhudanga est ag eee 


‘under shifting cultivation, 
Ne of the main sources of 


B 


hese swvkden pts, Although, the yield trom these swidden plots are meager but 
pole Kou 10 tale these crop econo those have reigns and cultural significance 


‘Most of the cuithable lands of these PTG households are rain fed lands providing 
ape Tor sate cropping OF mono croppliNg: therefore provide food Insecurity and lesser 
vk participation through out the year. Ths has affected tir socio-econarm tie in 
eeding abject poverty. It ls observed and Informed that major crops growe w the 
roject villages are paddy, agi, blackyrans, redgram, nize, groundnut, wheat, cotton, 
nalze, mstard, field pea, Jowar, turmeric and potato. Besides a number of vegetables, 
}wushrooms ane! different fruits are also grow, 


‘The total cultivable Land of the project Is 1526.41 acres distributed among 426 


howseholds. There are 137 lanctess households, The average land ding per household 
ts 2.74 acres, 


The total forest area in the project villages 1s 254,74 acres, which meets the 
need of food, tuel, fodder, fiber, flank and other huuse building materials. Forest also 
provides economic pursuits, Forest the Indispensable part of Kutla Kondh culture is 
reported to be sinking gradually due to demand of growing population and sheinking 
lovid:man ratio, Industratization and other development interventions. Tree aod MFPS 
‘Specles like sal, medicinal plants, bamboo, broonsticks, motua flower, kendu leaves 
ane exported from the project are. 


Plant Resources: 


There ace 21 varleties of trees owned by the people, Some ot those are planted 
(n thelr kitchen gardens; backyards and others are located in thelr swidden plots. As 
cextinated the total number of trees owned / possessed #1680 of which Mahua constitute 
873/51, 96Np, jackfeult 191 (15.37%), manga 148 (8.61%), gueva 122(7.26N), Mdhua plant 
00/5, 95%), custaed apple 56(2,23%), Jammu 31(1.853), papaya 28(1.67%), and Solap 
25(1. 44) each, Trees Uke cocarne (18), eucalypkus <17), tamarind 48), date paim (7), 
‘runmstick (7), cashew nut (6), lemon (5), orange (4), neem (3) and kendu/2) constitute 
81(4,82%) of the total tree owned by the PTG households, The average trees owned / 
assessed per household Is 2 in number. Mahue, solap, Kendu and mango are targer in 
number contribute 1148 (68.33 6} have high soclo-cuttural significance and usage 


Animal Resoure 


PTG households of the Project in total have 2352 domesticated animals and birds 
of which poultry birds occuny 725 followed by bullock (570), goat (415), cow (379), 
buffalo (224), sheep (79). pig (19) and she-buffalo 1) in descending orders 


Plough butlacks and buffaloes cater to the need of those households 469 HH.) 
engaged in cultivation primarily and secondarily. It also found that at present most of 
the households are depending upon Wiring of plough butlocks {called Bucka locally) on 
exchange basts to meet thetr real need of cultivation, 


Taking Into accaunt the existing number of plough bultocks ane buffaloes and the 
total number of households depending upon cutivation orimartly and secondarity tt can 
be inferred that 102 pairs of plough bollocks! buffaloes are more needed for those 
households depending upon cultivation. 


” 


Heatth Profile: 


nit, which 
The Project has adequate health care facilities ike a Mobile Health pecraihact 
covers 16 villages. It has 7 Anganwadi centers (ICDS), covering all the Tt Bevery 
villages. There is an AWM Centre at village Bhataguda and 2 sub-centre, et Pe 
headquarters Lanjigarh. People also depend upon their traditional medicine Tal 
Disheri in as many as 14 villages. In spite of these efforts the heatth status of 

appears ta be marginal. 


difterant diseases 
69 parson (57 males + 12 females) were found suffering from f 

AX the te of survey of which 25 are cases of old age sufferings and 2 are sed 
persons and rest ae suffering tom malaria, gasttis, anemia, scabies, jeundice, polo, 
piltirog {inflammation of spleen), tuberculosis, epilepsy, bronchitis, pites ard le 


Malaria is endemic in the acea but the incidence ts relatively tow as the project 
authority upholds 2 follow up prophylactics i giving Chloroquine tablets the people 
every fortnightly. The people of the project area are prone to water borne diseases ani 
‘malaria -the percentage of sufferers as found fs 2.83% of the total population. 


To reduce the health problems the project has taken up sanitation programme 
‘and constructed 9 concrete drains in 9 villages for drainage of waste and rainwater. 


Economie Profile: 


Kutia_Kondh households of the Project area are largely depended upon 
cuttivation and some households on wage earning, sifting cultivation, service, sheep 
herding and old age pension. Considering the sources of income tts found that Kuta 
ondh of the Project aren are primarily dependent upon cultivation and secondarily on 
‘wage earning and forest collection. Kutia Kondh practiced 17 categories of occupation 
and cach household depended upon two-to:three occupational categories during 
afferent part of the year. The accupstional status is ascertained in taking into account 
wo sectors of occupational category which revealed that wage earning occupies 
transcendental position followed by cultivation, forest collection, shifting cultivation 
and uther occupational categories in descending order (Socio-Economic Survey 2001-112). 


Worktorce Participation: 

‘+The workforce participation in different occupation is also ascertained and it is 
found that there are 1482 workers {1724 males (48.85%) and 758 females (51, 15%)} 
and 960 (S16 males + 444 females) non-workers, The sexwise distribution of 
‘workers revealed that females outnumber males in worker category and it fe the 
vice versa in non-warker category. The variation in number of mate and fernate 
workers in worker ang non-worker category if 34 and 72 respectively, 


+ The earner and dependant ratio in project area is 1:0.65 which implies that 
Kutia Kanch earner io an average has shouldered only the 654 of the vs 
responsibility of a dependant. 


Economic Status: 
‘Taking into account the annual income, expenditure and house! . 
01) (including the value of land, howme/house-site, orchard, frog ests (2000 


: ta ees, 
deine snd bres ow, aca ang and stn comes 


au 


aries, joels and erarents and meer aiclst te ecoerie sat of 5g 
aoe ee cease) anton rate ot tne average oot ocame ties OT 
ane mn toe Po OO Oe manmarnThe average ava! DET CAPT? 
income is Rs. 4, 876.58 and expenditure 6 RS.1, 807.47. 


Poverty canking: 


On the basis of these data poverty ranking of these PTO hous 
‘made as reflected below: aia 


sseholds has been 


Sr] Incoma range | No. of Households Poverty Ranking Remarks 
By 

+ | unarsa.com | 9 | esam very poor 
Tsar Rs 6, oom |e Tenypost 

T8001 t Rsro000" | —39¢ (== peer Ft households 
“¢ [6ot-40 Reisd6o7_| — 68 Foor 7 
£ooit i Ranntde|— 22 [a SR Sameer econ ge | 

Fé [secorzaonsrsco0.[— 2 | 2403s) Medium near grove _ 

Total 37 ‘ 


‘The above table reveals that 71 households have income within Rs.5, 000/- Par 
annum are termed “poorest of the poor, 482 households belonging tO oo’ cAnegniy, 
aan arre subastent lower income group" and rest 2 are Delonging to "medium 
jncome group category. 

It is found that 533(95.69%) households 
000/ + and per capita expenditure is less 
households according to the norms fixed by the 


have annual income less than RS. 15, 
than. Rs.2000/- per annum, are BPL 
Panchayatwa Department, 


Indebtedness: 

“There are 103 Indebted hauehalds in the project area of which B9 househeres 
ave due iv eaun and 17 pourenolds are adebted i kind (i.e. ce and pad): The 
are indebted in Coed amounting to 83.97 630/- varies fromm Rs. 100/. in minima te 
total money lsimur. The amount of ice and paddy indebted togethe sare\n te 
5.0 000) ence + O30 hg paddy). Two village namely, Kasibadt and Dengsar! 
have little ineldence of indebtedness 

Tocater to the problem food insecunty nd indebtedoes, 3. nos. of grain banks 
ace urea es the project area successfully, Basdes, people are covered unde 
Foad For Work Programme, 3, ISR, IRY, Amapuma Yojons, Assured 
Food For Wer vojona and other related anti-poverty programmes during the time of 


draught and crisis. 


Core Programme of the Project 
‘Taking into account the Base Line Survey Report (1984-85) from pilot survey, of 

00a anita tne Profeck adopted following development strategy as its core 
rn ticulture and soll conservations measures, Agriculture and allied 

Tamation & development, dsbution of seeds, supply of 

fertilizer and pesticides, law lift pump sets, vegetable 


at 


me and 
cultivation, plantation, ee-keeping (stvi-ciature), some welfare Progra” 
animal husbandry programme. 


The project mainly focused on tortictture and agriculture development 
Programmes in its one & halt decade operational career, as found suena 


The project recetved funds annually for meeting its erabtohenert 4 
development cats, The year wise funds released and is ubllzaton since (aception tit 
2000:01 15 presented delow In Tabte-2 for a better understanding of the . 
Support to the Micro Project for fts smooth operation. 


Table -2 
Statement showing funds released/utiization certificates submitted to Government 
bby KKDA, Lanjigarh (since inception to 2000-2001) 


URC 
B94 AG |, 


KSLA 


ig 25100847 | 
| 1998.85-[ 43005070 | 
[ieeserar 
BASIL 

(Total — [ai 8.0755] 


Planned Development Intervention: 

‘The Planned Development intervention of the 
of the implementation of ditferent development schemes 
evelopment of the PTG households of the project area, 
498 households had received different : 
2000-01) and rest $9 households received little 


in the initial year of the project only horticulture 


subsequent four years (1988-89 to 1991-92) various schemes, Gener 
agriculture programunes were taken up. Qn fifth year (1992-93) the 


t 

During 1995.96, the project had adopted extensive development progrannes 
emobasted on agncuure, land reclamation, bee keeping and some welfare schemes Py 
stnbuting medicines and Blankets 10 the beneficiaries, If incurred more thn 2 Tok 
rupee’ for the beneficiaries during this year. tn subsequent financial years the pre}ect 
incrared expenditure on agriculture aed horticulture programme. As assessed, the Bealect 
fn total spent Ps.3,96.560,98 on different development assistance since wncepticn of (Pe 
project (1987 88 t6 2000-61) covering 3099 b beneficiaries in total, during last fourteen 
years with an average of Rs.289.31 per beneficiary under income Generation Schemes 
{IGS}. The year-wise Schemes implemented, beneficiaries covered and total development 
sasistance provided are presented in Table-3. 


Eesides, the Project spent on aniount of Rs.43,77,622/- for the development and 
constriction of different infrastructures in the Project vilages since inception, which 
‘contribute 45.40% of the total fund released to the Project (RS. 96,42, 000/-) and 46.53% of 
the toral fund Lntized (Rs,94,07,298/-) by the Project since inception. 


Table 4, presents the year-wise amount spent by Micro project for different 
infrastructure development. 


Table -5, prosents the Expenditure Incurred by the Project on Establishment, 
lnfrastructure( IOS) and income Generation Programmes (165) 


(Tables: 3, 4, 8 5 are given at the end) 


Conservation-cum-Development (CCD)Plan for 11th Five Year Plan (2007-12) 


uring 2007 SCSTRT! fad taken up another survey of all the Micro Projects in 
collaboration with the concerned Micro Projects taking into account all the PYG 
papulation of the Projects for preparation of Conservation: cum-Devetopment Plans for 
Sith Fiva Year Plan (2007-2012) as desired by Ministry of Tribal Affairs (HOTA) Govt. of 
India. The survey also compiled basic information ke umber of Project 
villages/settlements, total households, landless households, BPL households, 
population, sex ratio, iteracy level, occupational status and sources of income of the 
PTGS. Besides it also identified problems of the area and the people, and priority of 
‘the people through a series of Focused Group Discussion (FGD} and Gram Sabha. The 
survey revealed that in case of OXDA, Lanjigarh the total number of villages have 
‘come down from 17 10 16 distributed in three GPs which were previoutly under two 
‘GPs, the reason being the inclusion of village Kinari in Vedanta Alumina industrial 
project area. A comparative analysis of information collected during 2001 and 2007 4s 
given in Table -6 


Types af information | 2007 ar ‘Remarks 
1 NO. of Project villages Teintaree | reduced 
GPs 
2] Total Rowseholds 391 3a Trereased 
3] Candles ousehatds S 3% reauced 
| BRL Hausenios — aE BE 725 reduced 
[— $.[ Population Tear 4 107 creased 
8.1 Poputation Growth ~ 4.388, increased 
7.{Sex rail 35 378 7D increased 
B.[Uiteracy ~~~ 3.8K | SER |Z OTH increased 
9.| Male literacy Haye | —a4.6ax J 1 A7E increased 
30! Female inerscy— 17.22% | 20.27% [3.00% mereased 


‘The survey was mainly made on the basis of the guidetines issued by MOTA, 
Govt. of India fora total development of the PTGs, The plan aimed to reduce poverty, 
enhance titeracy, ensures health status, Income generation and above alt to improve 
ve quality of Wfe of the PTGs and conservation of their tradition and culture. The 
survey identified the prionties of the FTGs tke communication, tire proof houses, 
irrigation and safe diinkong water, horticulture programmes, health, education and 
Coverage under Janashree Bima Yojona in descending order. The total financial 
abstract for the yew 2007-2012 financiat year under CCD Plan for KOA, Langigarh is 
given in Table -7 


Table -7 
Implementing Works ‘Other than “Total 
as intakne | "Works 

-_ — {Botan | |. 
Gra Gore = as ea 
TE a5 = rma 
GE = = = 
NGO ss 73.84 13.84 
‘micro Project 159.86 60.60. 720.46] ° 
Total toe watery te 

(67.228) 


The CCD Plan gave more stress on building of basic infrastructures (about 
67.22% of the total out lay) and less on other social development works. Those (ne i 
be implemented by Govt. of Orissa, IDA, NGO and ficro Project. Gram Panchayats 
have major role to playin supervision of all the works because the CCD plan hed heer 
prepared in consultation and approval of Gram Sabhas, 


Conclusion: 
On the bass ofthese data » SWOT analysis has been made which effected that 
the project has physical and financial seength and many areas of opportumly. for 
expansion of economic development. The poi of strength ave implementing 2829¢Y- 
flow funds, development schemes, input and technical assistance, and avea, Of 
opportunity. are forest resources Indigenous schemes and knowledge and natural 
resources, Ie has minimum poincs of weakness and threat (0 restrict its scope of 
evelopment. The causes of weakness are Miteracy, lack of knowledge, poverty PaO’ 
Infrastructure facticies, iU health, poor management and wnutilization of natural ed 
human resources and lack of peoole perticipation in development this can be curbed 

Up through suitable postive approaches and stratepies. 

However, the following recommendations can be considered for development 

Flow of fund to the project is steady which needs proper distribution among 

the different heads of expenditure to avoid lapses. Proper monitoring of funds 

feeds to be ensuted. 

2, Atthough PTGs inhabit eesoutce rich arent, they have ttle knowledge of their 
global utifeation, mabiiacion and management and, therefore, sulfer from 
impoverishment. Steps should be taken for vization ofthese resources 

3. Kutia Kondh has good knowledge of swidden cultwation, house building and 
preparation of minor hourehold.acicies. In village Kasibadi, most of the 
Frembers of Kutta Kond howehotds have expertise in plough making. These 
{raditianal skills and know how can be promoted for thew @conomac betterment. 

4. The area bas scope for expansions of agriculture, horticulture and animal 
twsbandey programmes 

5. Besides, there are scopes for establishment of some seat and medium range 
fndustres and also agro-based Industrie, 

6. The forest also provides scope for the economic pursuit of the Kutla Kondhs. 
Schemes should be made for establishment of processing units of vatious Minor 
Forest Produce (MTF) and also cottage industries 


7. The project should adopt schemes for wasteland development for expansion of 
pasture and grazing land, fodder cultivation and aforestation programmes. 


8. Although project has taken steps ang established Community Centers in every 
Villages those should be developed with all “sids and inputs of ‘practical 
leaering, awareness building, attitude formation and motivation, 


Efforts of the project in the promotion of literacy are good. It should further 
‘expanded s0 that people will develop 2 sense receptivity to accept the pasitive 
message of development? Female education needs special care and promotion 


10, Project should make "Tivelihood promotion” and “in sitw development” training 
for youths and leaders, : 


11, The project hat made effort for preservation of tribal art and dance in one 
village, Similighata that requires further expansion, promation and publicity. 


as 


health 

peatin trou 

a Lisp actors shoud be 
cg tne Poo0. 


12, The steps tekon by the project to uphold the prob 
«are and sanitation programme & remarkable. The 
{akan to promote health awareness and health status 


d before 
13, The social pranties and problems of the peopte need t0 be assess 
Preparation and implementation af any action plan for developné 
_ ian 
14. People’s participation sh ould be ensured in planning and implementat 
ven top priority 
15. Tt is a fact that infrastructure development should be given 10P 
Because, those are the meciating agents to reach people and the medium of 
support, far planned development intervention for the target group. 


It can be concluded that the achievement of KKDA, Lanjigart till date ts mo 
doubt appreciable but it failed to achieve the desired targets of the project in sectors 
Uine-education, health and economic development of its beneficiaries. 


* Research Officer, SCSTRT!, Bhubaneswar 


1, Project Report on Baseline report on KKDA Lanjigarh (3985) 

2. Socio-Economic Survey Report (2000-01) on KKDA Lanjigarh, SCSTRTI 
3. Tribes of Orisa (Revised Edition) 2004, Published by SCSTRT 

4, Kondn of Orissa (Revised Edition) 2006, Published by SCSTRTI 

5. CCD Plan for PTG5, KDA, Lanjigarh (2007) prepared by SCETRTI 


6, Activity Report of Micro Projects for PTGs (2007) ST & SC Dev. Dept, 
Orissa. 
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5, the project spent an amount of Rs.4: 
in the project villages since inception, 


to the beneficiaries since 1987(over 
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ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE STUDY OF CULTURI 
A THEORETICAL TREATISE 


Pradyot Mohapatra * 


The study of Man and Culture fs synonymous. They constitote two sides of the 
same coin. The evolution of man signifies the evolution of culture, Several theories 
hava been advenced ta explain the nature of culture. Starting {rom evolutlanism. we 
went, through diffusionism, fistorical particularism, functionallsm, —structer 
functionalism, structuralism of Levi-Steauss, and neoevolutloaisrm of Lestle Wwinite for 
the purpaie, The present focus on the study of cxiture is not to advance any new 
Gheory of culture but to understand when to recognize culture. 


Etymotagically anthropology is the science of Man, Dut anthropologists starting 
from Darwin have faced the problems inherent in defining man, Nevertheless there 
hava bean atcempts to give a precise definition of man, 


Same anthropatogists accepted a purely physical detinition of man, Momo 
sopiens were the end product of the {ong line of evolutionary scherne, and the other 
Drahistoric types of men were defined with respect to him. Cranial capacity, the size 
of the jaw, the shape of the teeth etc. were the points that determined whether 
articular fossit evidence is to be regarded as 9 representative of man or not. Nay be, 
Ramapithecus on this basis was the earliest to belong to the family Hominidae. The 
evidence fs suggested by Nis rounded dental arcade and short face. Sadly no stone tool 
industry has yet been found associated with Ramapithecus, except Dr Leakey’s claim 
‘of a stone tool at Fort Ternan, & few jaw bones and some teeth of perhaps a dozen 
individuals are atl the evidences regording him, 


Other anthropologists such as Wilfrid E. Le Gros Clark (Following many scholars 
before him) have defined man as the tool-making animal. Few other animals can use 
tools, but man is the only animal who can make tools. The tool-kit of man Includes the 
crude hand axe to the digital computor. Tool making is a cultural achwevement, 
Therefore, on this basis "Man and Culture’ become synonymous. Crude stone 
implements have been found associated with Austrolopithecus; therefore, Le Gros 
Clark goes na further than Australopithecus os the earliest type of man, Recent 
‘estimates based on prehistoric archaeology suggest that man in the above sense has 
‘existed over the surface of the globe for more than (wo mithon years, 


The third alternative definition of man was suagested by the French 
anthropologist Claude Levi-Steauss. For him, the incest taboo macked the beginning af 
human culture. Aceeptance of the incest taboo necessitated the exchange of women, 
between cifferent kindred and tribes. Incest taboo became the symbol of ‘Man and 
Culture’ 


Therefore, we see that the study of man is equivalent to the study of culture. 
Early anthropologists were stuck by the phenomenon of human cultural diversity, 
Following the Age of Discovery « the sixteenth century, European men of letters 
began to study contemporary man. And that was the beginning of scientific 
anthropology. anthropology started as the study of men, aot Man, And the study of 
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2 people, not 
men was the study of their materia culture, the culture created BY 2 PSeF.6., Not 
Corot i aes ase am se 
araaes ho have neither metals, agriculture, pottery ar domesuenter OTe 
Braduated scale of matrimonial institutions exists” (Lang ¥ Culture itself 15 not, 
Beech, Exogamy~atl these are human cultural achievements. Culture er MO 
Dooiogicat. but something that Biology in the form of the genus Home has BETTS, 
ler spe of tne picologea uty of mankind. The roots of cure, osm he 
early anthvopologists, were now ron-instinctive. Cul at 
formate atin tegos nee vane cae ne Sd 9! cotgy aa 
behavior makes a comparison between animal and human behavior 

raving a tine between instinct (nature) sod culture 


ment over 
Te Study Of culture is now an established fact. But there is disagreemer 

‘whether the study of culture should be regarded a theoretical ace Z fme 
sroplaion, of a Concept. To be a theory, we shoud be able, to test a Set of 
erermsa™ daduces {rom some nti hypothess. The hypotheses is then afirmed or 
Frans Bowe ay GF ctr does ant provide any such scope. True. schalars such 
4& Franz Boas {In the Encyclopedia of the Sociot Sciences 1931:102) have spoh “4 
theories of culture. Evolutionism for example is a theory of culture, Having accept 
Cultural evolution, we look for evidence (ar a test). But there is no direct evidence. 
We are in the realm of pure theory. We must accept evolutionism @ priori, This has 
Tesulted In regarding culture as a concept rather than a set of theories, It 1s to be 
‘ecognized as we recogalze a tree, The concept of a tree enables us to recognize any 
Meee that we might be seeing for the first time. Similarly, we must be able to 
recognize eulture. 


But the study of culture as theory has become a part of the tradition of 
Anthropological theories in general, and therefore we cannot ignore it. We therefore 
begin with the oldest theary of culture known as evolutionism. 


‘The theory of evolution is the brain-child of Darwin. The central idea behind 
<volution is “adaptation”, Adaptation implles a fixed relationship between life ann ie 
and between tile and non-lite (environment). This fs known a the law Of evelann ve 
the changeless nature of change. The fixed relationship between life and torlce 
koressed by Buffon in the following words. According to him, “the same tenperien’ 
right have been expected, all other circumstances Bring equal, t© produ re oe 
beings in diferent parts ofthe globe, both in animal and vegetable Kingdoms hens 


by Thiseltan Dyer 1911:777). We vary the temperature and that varies tne oie ee 
of animats and plants 


ca tike manner, Darwin obterves a fixed relationship between Uife and lite, 
According to him "the mistletae, with its pollen carried by insecee are seed by 
birds~the woodpecker, with its feet and tail, beak and » tO climb the tree and 
‘secure secs adaptation between ite and Ute (quoted by Poulton 194 refer 


Pmnottaetaheoncatee se 
at aM el re 
APaSh sae eee ates mormon ae ees 
See cts nce ae a 


Set 
igh acy alt ue ae hoe 
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culture is therefore settled. Buc there is another problem. Did the primitive societies 
scquite culture by passing though the same evolutionary steps? Tylor believed that 
they did 50. He says, “It is now certain that there has been an inherent tendency in 
man, allowing for difference of climate and material surroundings, to develop culture 
inthe same stages and in the same way" (Tylor 1931: 119), That Is to say, when there 
is no difference in climate and material surroundings {hypothesis}, different people 
develop culture io the same way (thesis). The law of cultural evolution is a scfentific 
law. It is framed in the Newtonian tradition. & thesis follows a hypothesis. The thests 
can only follow the hypothesis. Gut the particular conditions in the hypoties!s may 
never arise in reality, That fs the nature of a scientific law. 


The law of cultural evolution therefore cannot be empirically verified. Gut 
much controversy has arisen over the issue, The issue ts now settied. The view of 
classical evolutionists ts now given an historical interpretation, Cultural evolution is 
now Interpreted 3 human civilization as a whole going from simplicity to complexity. 
For mankind as a whole hieroglyphic writing must have prececcd. «modern writing, 


Even if the ideas of Darwin dominate the theory behind cultural evolution, it 15 
Lamarck whose idea of use and disuse of organs and the inheritance of acquired 
characteristics finds a readymade application in socisi evolution. Education 35 an 
acquired characteristic makes all the difference between man and animal, Among the 
animals nothing is learnt, nothing forgotten culturally. But in the case of man, in the 
‘words of John Fiske, "The creatures career ts no longer determined by heredity. 
becomes educable.. itis no longer necessary for each generation to be exactly ike that 
‘which has preceded” (quoted by Hallowell 1959:469), The use and disuse of education 
makes all the difference in human culture, 


‘The social evolutionists were later challenged by the ditfusionists, Diffusion or 
oan of culture is an historical fact. What the diffusionists attacked was the law of 
altura evolution. They maintained that human beings are inherently non-inventive. 
The same climate and material surroundings may not therefore lead to. the 
establishment of the same culture. According to the diffustonists therefore a cultural 
‘complex such as sorcery must have been invented by a particular man before it wat 
‘dilused to other areas, Grand diffusionists such at Elliot Smith believed that Egypt 1s 
the fountain-head of all human culture, 


‘The diffustonists are distinguished from the historical particularists such as 
Franz Boas, Boas sav the native from within, While the diffusionists were mainly 
Interested in the diffusion of particular teats, Boss saw 3 particular trait as forming an 
usment n'a system af caits.The system of traits forming a culture complex, and the 
Systert of culture complexes forming an institution were treated as unique to a 
Particular tribe. The full history of a single phenomenon was traced slong with its 
Fomnplementary, phenomena, Boas viewed each tribe ax an individual creation. He 
Searle tary oor influenced by the teachings of Mendelism. The essentiat thing in 
cet to have beer cognition of the individuality of the individual: “Constitutional 
ree radical nature may be concealed beneath apparent identity of 
eter fart” (Panett 1911119). For example, in the Mendelian experiment on the 
Common fos the apparent similarity Between dwar-ness may have concealed bath 
Rr and tail pea varieties n the parental generation. Boas seems (0 have followed 
Sart and tal a anat "though lke causes have like effects, Uke effects have not like 
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fy 19572328). As 
causes..In ethnology atl is indivouatty” (quotee by Butiner Jansch APT em of 
Boas stressed upon the historical study of particular cultures, the COTW Eg man's 
anthropology for him Became “the relation between the objective wots 3f A 
Subjective warld as it had taken oem sn different cuxtures” (quoted BY TEES 
1959:432). The method of foas Is well Hlustrated by his recommendations Teas 
{he display of museum anject, Some anthropologats such as Mason SURBESES OTH 
Elassfcation and alspiay should follow typologies. different types of wearin ShoLre 
be put at the same place: dliterent types of omamemts at whe same, Place Toe 
frame, the pec eveion of the Hee cad be layed by exmbtng Ne 
different hinds of flutes found in otferent areas, Boas objected to this. He argue ha 
8 particular tribe shoud be displayed as possessing 2 collection of istinct Stems, 
According to floas “From 2 collection of string wstruments, utes; OF cums, Of 
"svage tes and the modern orchestra, we cannot rive any conclusion but that 
Sinvtar mears have been applied by all peopies to make music, The character of the 
Music, the only object worth study, which determines the form of the instruments, 
annot be understond from the single wstrument. oa requires a complete collection 
tthe sage tnbe® (quoted by Buettner Jansch 1957:219) This principle is being 
followed at the Adivost exhibition held every year during the month of January fa 
Bhunaneswar, The reccmmendatien of Mason i on the other hand followed by 
tribal museum at The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and Training 
Institute (SCSTRT) of the Government of Orissa located in Bhubaneswar. 


Classical evolutionism and diffusionism are concerned mainly with the origin af 
culture, historical psrticuavist such as Franz Boas Is sometimes considered 
functionalist, since he viewed each culture as a functioning whole, as a system. But 
{rue functionalism began with Bronislaw Malinowski. Malinowski argued that "Until the 
hature of the vanous cultueal phenomena, their function and their form are 
lunderstood ang describeo more fully. tt seems premature to speculate on possible 
anigins and stages” (1921:624), To understand a functening culture, what 1s needed is 
fotensive fieldwork, This Malinowski dd among the Trobriand slanders, The 
Trobdanders have 2 system of trade known as the Kula ring (Family of Man 
1975:2821). ‘This trade ring has two levels: at Uhe prestige level there is. the 
Ceremonial exchange of armshells and necklaces, These arm-shells and necklaces 
smust always teavel in oposite directions; they cannot be owned. Acquiring ard 
passing a prestigious orm-shell or necklace js what the "Argonauts" hope for. After the 
eremoniak exchange is over, the Argonauts engage in ordinary trade in stone, pottery. 
feathers, snd foodstutfs. This fachitates the cweuiation of scarce and ‘uneven 
distributed resources. among hundreds of communities, The Kula ring as moll we 
‘orainary trade links myth, magic, econome exchange, and highly developed socat 
rules a6 2 functional whole. In’ the functianal not sufficient enougt smelysie of 
Malinowshi, pans are understood as they ‘elate to wholes, For examele the 
agricultural complex can only be understood in is relationship to other factors such ne 
food habits, system of land tenure, inheritance, wealth concepts, and (rede meacsee 


han poyecogy. He recognizes base nesds Wood, promenn nas, Based On 
instrumental needs (education, law, social control), and. intenenoeuetsh 
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1 structural-functionatism are to be found in the concept of soety. Papel 
tot able than ioividual; the actors come and go but the play remains ey 
rate pe forthe structure-furctonalsts (1) culture (s the product of e comm a 
tse vn, ang) ce ata eat of pura i oN 

jogical. According to these views therefore (i " ind wee 
a contruting the soclal graces: In evaltion; i Is Ue social process which 
comsrgucbng tne human mind in evolution” {Kidd 1981:331), 


roots 0 


Opposed to evolutions, there arose a movement ia cultural anthropology 
pnown a8 suructuratiom, Evolutionism recognizes a change from simplicity 10 
werplevty. Structuratism of the distinguished French anthropologist Claude Lev: 
Stross recognizes no such change. Relying himself on the study of myths, Levi-Straus 
Aime that the human mind has always been thinking equally well. Society has not 
progressed inthis sense. t has only been transformed. The complexities of Australian 
Tramp systems are comparable to any product of modern science. 


Levi:Strauss has borrowed his methods from many branches of knowledge~from 
linguistics to cybernetics. The structural-functionalism of Radciffe-Browa was 
‘modeled on the iological concept of organism; Levi-Strauss shifted the attention to 
Tangeage which is specifically human, Following the teachings of structural linguistics, 
he made an abjective study of culture where the different elements are studied in 
‘elation to each other. This 15 different from the earlier subjective study where the 

mients of culture are studied in their relation to man. Following the clues 
i cybernetics he held that although culture & essentially different from nature, the 
human mind unconsciously duplicates nature. And this is the crux of structuralism, 
which has been defined as a combinatory game Independent of consciousness. 


Another anthropologist who was influenced by the objective method of 
structural linguistics was Leslie White. He studied human thought, act, and material 
Product in theie mutual relation to each other. According to White “culture has, (na 
very reat sence, an extra-somatic character. although made possible only by organisms 
‘of human beings [through the evolution of the neocortex which makes symbolic 
Activity possible], once in existence and underway it has 2 We of Mts own.its own 
lawswexplained in culturotogy” (quoted by Spindler 1959:513). Again, “The most 
realbtic and scientifically adequate interpretation of culcure is one that proceeds as if 
human beings did not erst" (quoted by Spindler 1959-513), When culture took a life of 
1 own, independent of human wil, it became, energy-bungry. Technological 
rancemont is now pessible with the consumption of higher tevels 
Noon as neceveluthonisn. eee ent 


“The study of culture is a flourishing area in anthropology even, 

salut are 3 fain ein ey, sy 
fultue among the people anthvopologts study—the primitive communities, Bet 
inthropology became a separate science only when the distinction was made between 
nature and culture, The study of human nature alone belongs to the life cele 
are ace he yo aan aie ste Sirs Wo te ie seers 


“Research Student, Formerly Research Fellow, NISWASS, Bhuboneswar. 
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THE ORIGINAL HOMELAND OF 
THE SANTALS AND THEIR MIGRATION TO MAYURBHANY: 
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS 


Subash Chandra Karua” 


‘The Santals constitute one of the largest? proto - Austrolois! aboriginal’ tribes of 
India. Since the past they were inhabiting in Southeastern Chotenagour plateau’, The 
eenery of the main plateau is very attractive with its undutations, abrupt hills and forest 
tracts There were groves of ancient mango trees, many of them are of enoramous size 
{fas is 2 prominent feature of the landscape of Chotanagpur. It is one of the most 
ateractive parts of the indian peninsula’, Later, the Santals have migrated to the westera 
Gatrict of West Bengal, Santal pargana of Bihar and northern hilly district af Orissa and 
{ea plantation areas of Assarn at diferent times’. Majority of them live in diferent parts 
of Bihar, Bengal, Orissa, Jharkhand, Tripura and Chhatisgarh. 


‘According to the census af 2001 out of 3,68,04,660 peopte of Orissa the number of 
Scheduled Tribe & 81,45,0BI which comprised 22.43% of the population. inthe district of 
Hayurbhanj the total population is 72,23,456 and the number Scheduled Tribes ts 
12,58, 459 which constitutes 56% of the total population of the district. 


‘Though, the uniqueness of language, traditions and cudture of the Santal drew the 
tention of number of administrators, anthropotogsts, ethnologist, social scientsts and 
researchers from India and abroad, very tittle work has been done on the Santals of 
Nayurbhan} except the work of Charulal Mukharjee?. fo this paper a humble attempt is 
mmave to study the migration and settlement of the Santals in Mayurbhan} state In a 
broader histencal perspective. They are one among the numerically large tribal groups of 
the Austodstatic face to which the Munda, Hos, Khaeria, Bhumijas and some other tribes 
belong’: LO, Skre/sod points out that the name ‘Santal’ is a corruption of “Saontar’. It 
‘vas adopted by the tribe after their sojoumn for several generations in Saont region of 
Midhapur of West Bengal. Before they went to Saont they had been termed 'xharwar’, 
the root of which is Khar: It a variant of hor or ‘man-the term used by alt the Santals"™ 


Santal, Sonthal, Saontal or Saontar are grouped a tribal Hindus" in Mayurbhan} 
‘Out of sixty two" Scheduled Tribe of Orissa, forty-five” are found in the district of 
Mayurbhan}, The Santal are found Jn distiets like Keonjhar, Balasore, Sundargarh and 
Obenkanal, The district of Mayurbhan}‘s populated! largely by Santals. Among the people 
Of different races and functional affinities, the place of honour, however has been given 
to the Santals alone who are numerically dominant. 


ayursban} is bounded on the north by the district of Sinehbhum of Jharkhand! and 
isnapur district af West Bengal: on the South by the dstrict of Balasore and Kenjhar; 
an Ur east by the Midhapur and Balasore district; on the West by the district of Keonjhar 
sd Singhbhum®, Ic was the largest and wealthiest ofthe feudatory states of Orissa”. The 
Bhanjeruters are one of the oldest royal families of India and they are the oldest euling 
Grey of Orissa. Mayurbhan} had the distinction of being administered by a ruling 
‘amity unbroken concrnity fr more than one thousand years from the 9 century AD 
UiLit was merged with Orissa on 1" January 1949". 
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and ‘hor hopon" oF son 
je or STON MN A Tes of the 
star indie" oF eteristics of the Santal 
‘The Santals called themselves ‘bir Smite Cogical fag Svitzed. The men aro of 


ff the man, E.G, Man points out that nen ao 
istingutch them frem all other races én ladka a5. TOMAGS 20 "ins, They have strong 


‘well made ‘of countenance almo, 
iting sare a hey ar vert mel Fy ant Of countenance 
ton ore at teu po many ESE nga em Ca 
Fa oe eee PS ents nanging dow 10 OE COTTE they poser ¢ 
Feel eet, Re choker wanes that sey are snore St0lne Oo Poe 
physical feature, RR Ciwokar states “pons sare ies og 
Erood rat nose vot suntan nose ridge. Tey ave way Nair SOO A 
never, ary. They share thee characteristics wath otPer OMMUANE. AEE er or ne 
Group™. Their detect belongs to tnat of the Austro:Ashatic Bru. Mat, NEE Atte 
that they calect hasbeen cere from odd Resa language 


rh sna ts 
3 anded oral 
are curent eneng them Thew wadidonal fore has been handed dow orally from 
fReneration to generation” 
C 

Pitchu hajam and Piicha budhi are to be the first human coe Bs earn a i 
‘he Santal myth’? who were born from the egg of Hans and Hasin birds. in aur of tine 
seven sons and seven daughters were born and as such their family enlarged”, The name: 
of tive” sons were Sandhra, Sanchom, Care, Mane and Acredeihu, The names of four! 
‘daughters were Chita, Kapu, Fis! and Duna, The nanves of the rest children are forgotton", 


pititi-pipil, but 
They believed that though they were oniginated at Aniti-pipitf or p 
they been the settles st Chat chompa which war sega a8 their home land", Thy 
recite the dong song: 


“init pipittreban Janamlen 


io) Koto ban nen 
Marat eb reer 
Sosangbeda reban Jate tenho". 

The Bengali version of the Santali song is described as follows. 
“ii pete “rene chiton 
to] konone iba) parenlo 
Harata dese Bonsa badrala 
Sasang dede dese Jatibhog holo” 

A, Campbell narrates: 

"i Pon ther twas barn 

Jn pipiti, Mother J saw the light 

In Haradata, Mother J orew up 

tn Khoj Kasnan, Mother Twas faught for” 
P.0. Bodie narates: 

“in biirpi Rte Fre 

Inka amon wre weve cated for 

id We grew up 

In res bee bs ook a 


From Khoj Kaman they went to Chai and then ta. Champa, where they resided for 
many years. Their social in division yeas instituted here”. Regarding the identification of 
Champa, E.T.Dalton states that he is unable to identify the Ahiri pipirt, but Khairagarh 
and Chai Champa are in the Hazaribagh or Ramgarh district”. L.0. Skrefsud derives the 
name Mihir! or Ahuri piptsi from the Fir origin, but others identify st with Ahuri pargana 
inthe Hazaribagh district. From Abus pargana they moved to Khoj Kaman, then to Hara, 
then to Sasangbedn, then to Jarpi, then to Koinda, Chai and finalty reached Champa. tn 
Champa, they soujourned for many generations and the present social institution of the 


Ieibe was also formed there. 


Champa was the capital of Anga™ (South East Bihar). Wt was situated at the 
coeluence of the river of the same name and the Ganges. It fs stated in the ‘Mahabharata’, 
the purana and in "the Hart Vara’ that the ancient name of Charnpa was Malini". 


“Champosya tu Puri champa, 

Ya maliny ~ ab bhavatoura™. 

A great calamity took place with this race probably due to the invasions of the 
ahammedans. Peace and order disappeared and the reign of terror prevailed, 


‘The existence of the fortis also substantiated by J. Philips who states that while 
rantals were dwelling ba Chai Champa, they multiplied. Further he states thet there were 
wo gates -ahin gate and Bahin gate of the fort of Chai Champa“ The date of the capture 
the fort by Ibrahim AIW! may be 124040. After thot the Santats might have migrated to 
fferent directions in-groups in search of the site for their sertiement. 


it appears thatthe Santals had first begun to settle inthe hilly tracts of Damin-- 
of Demin estate near Rajmahal hits” in the dstict of SantalPargana in about 1790 
he Santals faced a title opposition from the Malors (Paharia) who were the natives of 
We area. The Santas feat the act of “hurac! oF ‘fhum™ cuttvation from the Paharias. 
ing os there were vast forests and low density of population this archaic method of 
sithegion did not do enuch Rocm. But with the shrinking ofthe forests and rapid growth 
tthe immigrants it caused a lot of harm, Frequent jhurving of hill sides resulted jn 
traction of forests and sail erosion. ‘The. process of converting the forest and 
Heeeet et ulthable land went on very idly. AS a result vartous social evils sprang 


ney lenders Many DKS" (Nor aboriginal) had occupied the hily tracts cleared by 
lots of fertile paddy land prepared by the Santals, were occupied by 


Santal, Many 
ve “Dikkus’ by means of mortgage dees. 


- ‘man and “hor open or son 
dite ete Si ee ne eT 
mid ncn om al oer aces nas oma a ied The men om 
middting stature and they are remarkably weil made with dar ony ance al if 
limbs, Some what thick lips and in many instances their cast of sore ee 
iret to neg Mey ea the a, eh on nd <a ny 
Hpot en the top of the head, the ends hanging down from the ra and Oey pce 
physical feature, RR. Diwakar states that they are short in stat “Imes curly, thou : 
nove Aa 0H@ with sunken nase rgge. They have wary Mars some-t ribes tn the sak 
fever {rlzzy. They share these charscleristics with otner primitive Ui creat 
group’. Their dialect belongs to that of the austrorssiatic group, G.A. Grieris ates 
that their diatect has been derived from old Kherwali tanguage which had a similarity wah 
ther Mundart speaking peopie™ 


japtals do not have any vntten bterature, though theic traditional legends (bing) 


deneracien’, among thery", Theie tracitional lore has been handed down orally from 
{Feneraton to generation’ 


putt! Hala and Pichu budhi are to be the first human couple (Adam & Eve) of 
oe Stal myth? who were born from the egg of Hans and Hatin birds. In course of time 
OF ve an seven daughters were born and as such thew family enlarged” The nares, 
of five” sons were Sandhra, Sandhom, Care, Mane and Acredethu, The names of feu 
‘augers were Chita, Kap, Hs and Dunn, The names ofthe rest clvidren are, forgotton’, 


scan talieves that though they were originated at Ai:pipil oF hibilpipi, bux 
they became the setters at Cha cheripa which ae ‘regarded as their home land", They 
recite the dang song: 

“Abi plptt sebon Janamien 

Kho} Kaman reban khojlen 

Harat reban hara leno 

Sasangbede rebon Jate fenho™ 
‘The Bengal version of the Santali song is described as follows, 

“Ahi pipteite Jonme chiitem 

Kho} kamane Kho) porchito 

Harata dese Bonsa 

Sasang beda dese 


A. Campbell narrates: 
“tn tihiri, mother 
4 pipiti, Mother 
(nm Haradaca, Macher 
(m Khoj Kaman, Mother 


P.O. Bodding narrates: 


“ta tahini 
tn Khoj Kaman 
In Harat 

Jn Sasang bede 


From Kho} Kaman they went to Chai and then to. Champa, where they resided for 
irany years Their social in division was insituted here”. Regarcing the vdentifcation of 
ramps. E,7.Daltan states that he is unable to ieneify the Ahir pipiri, but hairagarh 
ev choi Champa are in the Hazaribagh or Ramgarh district™ L.O. Shretsud derives the 
pe Hib] oF Ahr plpir fram the Hic origin, but others identify & wath Aur pargana 
tafe Hazanbagh disinict, From ahuri pergana they moved ta Kho} Keman, then to Hara, 
‘han wo Sasangbeda, then to Jarpi, then to Keinda, Chai and finally reached Champa, in 
Champa, they soujoumed for many generations and the present social institution of the 
tne was also formed there.” 


Champa was the capital of Anga (South East Bihar). We was situated at the 
‘contwence of the river of the same name and the Ganges, It's stated in the ‘Mahabharata’, 
the purana acd in “the Hart Vasa’ that the ancient name of Champa was Malini“ 


*Champasya tu Puri chompa 
Ya maliny » ab bhovatoura’™, 


‘A great calamity took place with this race probably due ta the invasions of the 
vanammedans. Peace and order disappeared and the ceign of tarror prevaited, 


E.T. Dalton has found the enistence of an old fort at Chat, the walls of which were 
of earth and stone, space of about five acres of land surrounded the fort. 1k was the 
bode of the Santal Raya named Jangra. He destroyed himself and his family members on 
hearing the approach of a Mohammedan army under Saykd Ibrahim alli, a general of 
Mohammed Tughlug, forahim was also known as Malik Bays and died in 5353 4,0." 


‘The existence of the fort is also substantiated by J. Philips who states that white 
Santals were dwelling in Chai Champa, they multiptied. Further he states that there were 
two gates -Ahin gate and Bahin gate of the fort of Chai Champa“The date of the capture 
of the fort by Hrahim Alli may Be 134080. After that the Santals might have migrated to 
‘iferent directions in-graups in search of the site for their settlement, 


ie appears that the Santals had first begun (0 settle in the hilly Wracts of Damin-|+ 
lah or Demin estate near Rajmahal hills in the district of Santal Pargana in about 1790. 

‘The Santas faced a little opposition from the Malers (Paharie) who were the natives of 
this area. The Santals learn the art of "kurao" or “jhum"* cultivation from the Paharias, 
Sa long as there were vast forests and low density of population this archaic method of 
Cultivation aid nat do much harm, But with the shrinking of the forests and rapid growth 
of the immigrants it caused a lot of harm, Frequent jhuming of fill sides resulted (n 
destruction of forests and seit erosion. The process of converting the forest and 
wilderness to cultivable land went on very rapidly. As a result various social evs sprang 
Up rapidly. Like other aberiginals the Santals were toys in the hands of the money lenders 
and dchenest amolas (subacdinate officials). Further under “karmauti” system, a man 
borrowing money had to work for the lender until the debt was repaid. The position of 
the Santals became ttle better than that of slavery én the hands of the unscrupulous 
money lenders. Many Dikhus" (Non- aboriginals) had occupied the hilly tracts cleared by 
the Santal. Many plats of fertile paddy land prepared by the Santals, were occupied by 
"he “Dikkus’ by means of mortgage deeds. 


eee pac to beg 2 persion {rom the Land lord tp 
convert teh of tea ano a pa of cee Laid: Te oar Oe m8 
‘sum fixed by the land lord for the sald purpase- ‘Though initially the ied 8 ws 
later the tandlord began to demand much highe! sum as 2 rent ard forged the 
villagers”, So the Santats were competed (0 leave such areas if ‘search of tracts of virgin 
jungle, where the same process was repeated. Yet they were subject tO torture and 
Riretiston of the “Dicker The seeders aacontenement, On he St See 
exploded during the 19" centuy in the districts inhabited ty the aboriginals”. 1 was 
Peinted Out by Edvard Gate wr YOO! thatthe Santa oigrated COU [0 Ue TONS edn 
Carers oan eae cone mroued ta Sora Pargana. ore wry pacts OF CHOU, 
but also to the laterite tracts of Mala, Dinapur, Rajasahi and BORE 


‘The Santat might have teacnt the Immense 
Mohua tree (Madénuca latifolia)" and Karam tree (Adina cer 
For their sustenance these trees were qui 

‘and economic. They used to callect various kinds of 1000 

Sterns; na resin frm the forest, which were conswmed By (REM einer 
‘nedicine in their day-to-day ie, They also sold these forest prod 


Mayurbhanj state extended over an 3/€2 
Varieties of sell and sights. It had a rich valley. The 


qual 
forest of Mayurbhan) district comprising 2 single 
Sern evergreen forent with rich flora and fauna, The central core of the forest covered 


the ridges and ranges of hills and mountains and was undisturbed by any type of 
polluting factor. The forest growth sas thick and impenctrabe presenting mastive 
growth of varieties of trees, the chief among them being the Sal trees”, 


valleys. These forests are quite significant and inaccestible for trade and canunerce and 
Mere mostly inhabited by the rudest jungle tnbes. The soft of northern Bamanghat| yas 
ery fertile and fit for extensive cultivation. Red and yellow ochre were usually used by 
the santals for painting theie houses. The Yellowish limestone was also available in the 
Tro Burabalanga River at Mahutia of Baripada. The clay available on the laterite bed 
of Baripada was well suited for pott 


‘They were in search of such areas where the above mentioned ameritis were 
available. So the dense forest tract of Simiipal and laterite bed of Mayurbhan} ight Mave 
arracted these people for their settlement. Out of their several grous some might Tare 
saited inthe hilly tracts of Siiipal Mountains afte the fall of Champa in about 134040, 


‘The history of Mayurthanj reveals that the Santat were tving in this Laod mud 
before 1340 AD. The Bamanghati copper plate inscription of 924 AD issued Of 
Ranabhanja state that he ‘granted four villages in favour of a son of Mahasamanto ‘mand 
located in Uttarakhanda: Which comprised the Vishayas of Karandiya and Devakunda. 
vere are identified with modern Karanyia and Devakunda respectively.” 


‘Anather copper plate of Rajabhenja (Son® of Ranabhanja) records the grant of 
sratvnarnvast in the name © Subraman, the son of Samanta Mandf who may 


genied swh Mabasamanta Mandi of the Bamanghetl pate of Ranabhanie 
iaermarael may be Series with modern Brabmanvesa, six miler away (om 
Pfangpur of Mayurbhanj. 

sumed that Subraman 
es the son of Mahasamanta Mandi or Samanta Mandi who belonged to the Santal 
tate, Mandi 
Mimeover out of their twelve septs Mand or 
Merermity. When they were originated in Champa they were wealthy class and they 


fain fort at Badotigarh”. 
I Ronabhanja the Bhanja king of Mayurbhanj was ruling during 924 AD, and if the 
ate of capper plate inscriptions i tue, the Santals of Mayurbhang might have settied 
fn ayubhang by 9244.0. 

“Thus it can be concluded that the opinicn of Charulal Mukherjee relating to their 
igraton to the istrict of Mayurthany towards the close of the 1B” century” May, Net 
{Mrreptable. Two Bamanghati copper plate grants of Ranabhanja and Rajz Chanja 
Brerly indicates their setelement in Meyurbhenj pror to 924 A.O. 


* Lecturer in History, 


MP.C, Autonomous College, 
Boripada 
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